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ADOPTING FINDINGS RELATED TO THE CERTIFICATION OF A FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT, FILE NUMBER 2005.0555E, FOR THE CALIFORNIA PACIFIC MEDICAL CENTER 
LONG RANGE DEVELOPMENT PLAN ("PROJECT"). 

MOVED, that the San Francisco Planning Commission ("Commission") hereby CERTIFIES the Final 
Environmental Impact Report identified as Case No. 2005.0555E, California Pacific Medical Center 
("CPMC") Long Range Development Plan ("Project"), based upon the following findings: 
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The City and County of San Francisco, acting through the Planning Department ("Department’) 
fulfilled all procedural requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (Cal. Pub. Res. 
Code Section 21000 et seq.), ("CEQA"), the State CEQA Guidelines (Cal. Admin. Code title 14, Section 
15000 et seq., ("CEQA Guidelines"), and Chapter 31 of the San Francisco Administrative Code 
("Chapter 31"). 

A. The project sponsor, CPMC, applied for environmental review of the Long Range Development 
Plan ("LRDP") on June 10, 2005. The Department determined that an Environmental Impact 
Report ("EIR") was required and pursuant to and in accordance with the requirements of Section 
21094 of CEQA and Sections 15063 and 15082 of the CEQA Guidelines, the Department, as lead 
agency, published and circulated a Notice of Preparation ("NOP") on July 1, 2006, that solicited 
comments regarding the scope of the EIR for the proposed project. The NOP and its 30-day 
public review comment period were advertised in the San Francisco Examiner and mailed to 
public agencies, organizations and nearby property owners, and other individuals likely to be 
interested in the potential impacts of the proposed project, all in accordance with law. A public 
scoping meeting was held at the Cathedral Hill Hotel on July 18, 2006. 

B. As planning for the LRDP continued, the project sponsor added additional components to the 
LRDP, and filed revised Environmental Evaluation Applications on February 28, 2008, and 
December 8, 2008. The Department revised and re-issued the NOP for a 30-day public review 
period on May 27, 2009, and held an additional public scoping meeting on June 9, 2009, to accept 
oral comments on the revised and refined LRDP proposal. In addition, the City extended the 
public review period an additional 30 days to July 26, 2009. 

C. The NOP was distributed to the State Clearinghouse (State Clearinghouse Number 2006062157) 
and mailed to: governmental agencies with potential interest, expertise, and/or authority over the 
project; interested members of the public, including to those on the Department’s list of persons 
requesting such notice; and occupants and owners of real property surrounding CPMC’s four 
existing campuses and the proposed Cathedral Hill Campus location. Notices were also posted 
on the LRDP project sites, in the Department and on the Department’s website. The Department 
published the Draft EIR on July 21, 2010, and circulated the Draft EJR to local, state, and federal 
agencies, and to interested organizations and individuals for review and comment beginning July 
21, 2010. The Department provided notice in a newspaper of general circulation of the 
availability of the Draft EIR for public review and comment, and the date and time of the 
Commission public comment hearing. This notice was mailed to residents within a 300 foot 
radius of the four campuses and one proposed campus, the Department’s list of 
persons/organizations requesting such notice, and to government agencies, both directly and 
through the State Clearinghouse. 

D. Notices of the date and time of the public hearing were posted at approximately 65 locations in 
and around the four campuses and one proposed campus, and the Draft EIR was posted on the 
Department’s website. Copies of the Draft EIR were mailed or otherwise delivered to a list of 
persons/organizations requesting it and to government agencies (either through the State 
Clearinghouse or directly). Copies of the Draft Elk were also made available at the Department’s 
information counter. 

E. A Notice of Completion was filed with the State Secretary of Resources via the State 
Clearinghouse. 

2. The Commission held a public hearing to solicit testimony on the Draft EIR during the public review 
period on September 23, 2010. A court reporter, present at the public hearing, transcribed the oral 
comments verbatim, and prepared written transcripts. The Planning Department also received 
written comments on the Draft EIR, which were sent through mail, fax, hand delivery, or email. The 
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public review period was initially 60 days but was then extended to 90 days, ending on October 19, 

2010. 

3. The Department prepared responses to comments on the environmental issues received at the public 
hearing and in writing during the 90-day public review period for the Draft EIR, provided additional, 
updated information, clarification and modifications on issues raised by commenters, and prepared 
Department staff-initiated text changes. The Department presented this material in a Comments and 
Responses ("C&R") document, published on March 29, 2012, and distributed to the Commission and 
all parties who commented on the Draft EIR and made available to others upon request at the 

Department. 

4. The Department has prepared a Final EIR, which includes the Draft EIR, the C&R document and any 
Errata Sheets, (the Appendices to the Draft EIR and C&R document), Department staff testimony and 
responses to questions and comments at the Commission’s April 26, 2012, public hearing regarding 
certification of the Final EIR, and all of the supporting information that has been reviewed and 

considered by the Department. 

5. Project Environmental Impact Report files have been made available for public review at the Planning 
Department offices at 1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, and are part of the record before the Planning 

Commission. 

6. On April 26, 2012, at a public hearing, the Commission reviewed and considered the Final EIR, and 
the Commission hereby does find the contents of said report and the procedures through which the 
Final EIR was prepared, publicized and reviewed, comply with the provisions of CEQA, the CEQA 
Guidelines and Chapter 31. 

7. The project sponsor has indicated that the presently preferred project is the proposed Project, as 
described in the Final EIR, with the St. Luke’s Campus Cesar Chavez Street Utility Line Alignment 
Variant to the Project, as described in the Draft EIR at pages 2-186 to 2-187 and in Figure 2-61 on page 
2-201 of the Draft EIR. Under this variant, most of the existing utilities located within the San Jose 
Avenue right-of-way (other than water, which would remain the same) would be relocated to 
different alignments than under the proposed LRDP. This variant was included to provide flexibility 
in considering the appropriate routes for relocating utilities from vacated San Jose Avenue. 

Under this variant, electrical lines would be rerouted south on San Jose Avenue, east on Duncan 
Street, north on Valencia Street, and west on 26th Street to a substation at the corner of San Jose 
Avenue and 26th Street. An additional electrical line would connect from the intersection of San Jose 
Avenue and Cesar Chavez Street and continue east on Cesar Chavez Street (connecting to the line 
described above). The utility relocation for the combined storm-sewer would follow a similar (but 
not identical) route as the electrical lines, as described above, and would be coordinated with the 
SFPUC, to be included in the SFPUC’s Cesar Chavez Street Sewer System Improvement Project 

("CCSSIP"). 

The variant is preferred over the alignment in the LRDP project description. It would not have any 
associated significant impacts, except as described in the Final EIR for the LRDP alignment, but 
would not substantially reduce nor eliminate any significant impacts of the St. Luke’s Campus 
project. The electrical line is proposed to follow the alignment described in this variant. The water 
line would follow the alignment as described, without changes, in both the LRDP and in this variant. 
The combined storm-sewer line relocation alignment has been superseded by and somewhat 
modified by the final CCSSIP. The combined storm-sewer has been incorporated into the SFPUC’s 
CCSSIP and was subject to independent review by SFPUC, which confirmed there are no further 
associated significant impacts related to the CCSSIP alignment. 
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8. The Planning Commission hereby does find that the Final EIR concerning File No. 2005.0555E: CPMC 

Long Range Development Plan reflects the independent judgment and analysis of the City and 

County of San Francisco, is adequate, accurate and objective, and that the Comments and Responses 

document contains no significant revisions to the Draft EIR. The Commission further finds that the 

Final EIR, including without limitation, the C&R documents and appendices and all supporting 

information, and any Errata sheets and/or responses to late comments, do not add significant new 

information to the Draft EIR that would individually or collectively require recirculation of the EIR 

under CEQA, because the Final EIR contains no information revealing (1) any new significant 
environmental impact that would result from the Project or from a new mitigation measure proposed 

to be implemented, (2) any substantial increase in the severity of a previously identified 

environmental impact, (3) any feasible project alternative or mitigation measure considerably 
different from others previously analyzed that would clearly lessen the environmental impacts of the 

Project, but that was rejected by the Project’s proponents, or (4) that the Draft EIR was so 

fundamentally and basically inadequate and conclusory in nature that meaningful public review and 

comment were precluded, and hereby does CERTIFY THE COMPLETION of said Final 

Environmental Impact Report in compliance with CEQA, the CEQA Guidelines, and Chapter 31. 

9. The Planning Commission, in certifying the completion of said Final EIR, hereby does find that the 
Project and St. Luke’s Campus Cesar Chavez Street Utility Line Alignment Variant described in the 
Final EIR and the project preferred by the project sponsor will have the following significant 
unavoidable environmental impacts that could not be mitigated to a level of non-significance: 

Transportation 

a) Impact TR-1: Implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would result in a 

significant impact at the intersection of Van Ness/Market. 

LRDP project trips at the Cathedral Hill Campus during the p.m. peak hour would degrade 

operations at the signalized intersection of Van Ness/Market from LOS D under 2015 Modified 

Baseline No Project conditions, to LOS E under 2015 Modified Baseline plus Project conditions. This 

impact would remain significant and unavoidable even with implementation of an expanded 

Transportation Demand Management (’TDM’) program. 

b) Impact TR-2: Implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would result in a 

significant impact at the intersection of Polk/Geary. 

LRDP project trips at the Cathedral Hill Campus would degrade operations at the signalized 

intersection of Polk/Geary from LOS D under 2015 Modified Baseline No Project conditions, to LOS E 

under 2015 Modified Baseline plus Project conditions during the a.m. peak hour, and from LOS C 

under 2015 Modified Baseline No Project conditions to LOS E under 2015 Modified Baseline plus 

Project conditions during the p.m. peak hour. This impact would remain significant and unavoidable 

even with implementation of an expanded TDM program. 

c) Impact TR-19: If the proposed Van Ness Avenue BRT and Geary Corridor BRT projects are 

implemented, the Cathedral Hill Campus project’s contribution to the combined impact of the 

Cathedral Hill Campus and BRT projects would be significant at the intersection of Polk/Geary. 

SAN FRANCISCO 	 4 PLANNING DEPARTMENT 



Motion No. 18588 	 CASE NO. 2005.0555E 
April 26, 2012 	 California Pacific Medical Center Long Range Development Project 

The LRDP’s contributions to the critical movements at the intersection of Polk/Geary, which would 

operate at LOS E under 2015 Modified Baseline plus Project conditions with the proposed BRT 

during both the a.m. and p.m. peak hours, were determined to be less than significant. However, this 

intersection was identified in Impact TR-2 as a significant and unavoidable impact, and this impact 

determination would similarly apply to the combined LRDP and BRT projects context. This impact 

would remain significant and unavoidable even with implementation of an expanded TDM program. 

d) Impact TR-20: lithe proposed Van Ness Avenue BRT and Geary Corridor BRT projects are 

implemented, the Cathedral Hill Campus project’s contribution to the combined impact of the 

Cathedral Hill Campus and BRT projects would be significant at the intersection of Van 

Ness/Market. 

The LRDP would result in a significant and unavoidable impact at the intersection of Van 

Ness/Market under 2015 Modified Baseline plus Project conditions and the LRDPs contribution to 

the traffic impact identified for the combined impact of the Cathedral Hill Campus and BRT projects 

at the intersection of Van Ness/Market would also be significant and unavoidable. This impact would 

remain significant and unavoidable even with implementation of an expanded TDM program. 

e) Impact TR-29: Implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would increase 

congestion and ridership along Van Ness Avenue, which would increase travel times and impact 

operations of the 49-Van Ness-Mission bus route. 

Under 2015 Modified Baseline plus Project conditions, implementation of the proposed Cathedral 

Hill Campus project would result in an increase in travel time on the northbound 49-Van Ness-

Mission, and an additional bus would be needed on that route during the a.m. and p.m. peak hours. 

The payment of the fee to provide for an additional bus on the 49-Van Ness bus route would reduce 

the LRDP’s impact on the operation of the 49-Van Ness-Mission bus route to a less than significant 

level, but the ability of SFMTA to provide the additional service on this line needed to accommodate 

the Cathedral Hill project for the life of the project is uncertain and the proposed LRDP’s impacts on 

the operation of the 49-Van Ness-Mission bus route would remain significant and unavoidable. 

f) Impact TR-30: Implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would increase 

congestion and ridership along Geary Street, which would increase travel times and impact 

operations of the 38/38L-Geary bus routes. 

An additional bus would be required to maintain peak period headways on the 38138L -Geary during 

the a.m. peak hour and two additional buses would be required on that route during the p.m. peak 

hour. The payment of the fee would provide for two additional buses, which would reduce the 

LRDP’s impact on the operation of the 38138L-Geary  bus route to a less than significant level. 

However, because the ability of SFMTA to provide the additional service on this line needed to 

accommodate the Cathedral Hill Campus project for the life of the project is uncertain, the feasibility 

of the mitigation measure is unknown and project’s impacts on the operation of the 38138L-Geary bus 

route would remain significant and unavoidable. 
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g) Impact TR-31: Implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would increase 

congestion and ridership along Polk Street, which would increase travel times and impact 

operations of the 19-Polk bus route. 

Under 2015 Modified Baseline plus Project conditions, the proposed Cathedral Hill Campus project 

would increase travel time on the southbound 19-Polk bus route requiring a new bus to maintain 

peak period headways during the p.m. peak hour. The payment of a fee to provide for another bus 

on the 19 Polk would reduce the LRDP’s impact on the operation of the 19-Polk bus route to a less 

than significant level. However, because the ability of SFMTA to provide the additional service on 

this line needed to accommodate the Cathedral Hill Campus project is uncertain, the feasibility of the 

mitigation measure is unknown and the project’s impacts on the operation of the 19-Polk bus route 

would remain significant and unavoidable. 

h) Impact TR-55: Implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would result in a 

transportation impact in the project vicinity resulting from construction vehicle traffic and 

construction activities that would affect the transportation network. 

The LRDP’s construction would (1) significantly impact intersection operations at nine study 

intersections for a four-month period when there is overlap in excavation between the proposed 

Cathedral Hill Hospital and Cathedral Hill MOB; (2) necessitate temporary closure of a number of 

sidewalks adjacent to the proposed Cathedral Hill Hospital and Cathedral Hill MOB sites; (3) require 

closure of bus-only lanes on eastbound Post Street between Franklin Street and Van Ness Avenue and 

on westbound Geary Boulevard/Street between Polk Street and Franklin Street during construction at 

the Cathedral Hill Campus, causing buses to merge into the mixed-flow traffic lanes for the one-block 

segment on Post Street, and the two-block segment on Geary Street; (4) require sequential closures of 

two lanes of Van Ness Avenue at a time in approximately 100-foot long segments, significantly 

degrading traffic conditions at certain times ranging between 7 p.m. and midnight at Van 

Ness/Geary, Van Ness/Post, and Van Ness/O’Farrell; and (5) require closure during the evening and 

overnight hours on Van Ness Avenue of temporary walkways provided within the parking lane to 

compensate for temporary sidewalk closures for construction activities. Implementation of a 

construction transportation management plan would help reduce the Cathedral Hill Campus 

project’s contribution to construction-related traffic, transit, and pedestrian impacts, however, this 

impact would remain significant and unavoidable. 

i) Impact TR-75: Implementation of the Davies Campus project would have a significant impact 

at the intersection of ChurchlMarket/14th Street that would operate at LOS F under 2020 Modified 

Baseline No Project conditions. 

The increase in vehicle trips that would occur as a result of full buildout of the Davies Campus (near 

and long-term projects) under the LRDP would contribute considerably to critical movements 

operating at LOS E or LOS F at this intersection. This impact would remain significant and 

unavoidable even with implementation of an expanded TDM program. 

j) Impact TR-99: Implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project LRDP would result in 

significant project and cumulative impacts at the intersection of Van Ness/Market. 
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The Cathedral Hill Campus project would result in a significant impact under 2015 Modified Baseline 

plus Project Conditions at the Van Ness/Market intersection during the p.m. peak hour. This impact 

would remain significant and unavoidable even with implementation of an expanded TDM program. 

k) Impact TR-100: Implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would result in a 

significant cumulative impact at the intersection of Van Ness/Pine. 

The addition of trips generated by the Cathedral Hill Campus during the p.m. peak hour would 

degrade operations at the signalized intersection of Van Ness/Pine from LOS D under 2030 

Cumulative No Project conditions to LOS E under 2030 Cumulative plus Project conditions. This 

impact would remain significant and unavoidable even with implementation of an expanded TDM 

program. 

1) Impact TR-101: Implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would result in 

significant project and cumulative impacts at the intersection of Polk/Geary. 

The addition of trips generated by the Cathedral Hill Campus project during the p.m. peak hour 

would degrade operations at the signalized intersection of Polk/Geary from LOS D under 2030 

Cumulative No Project conditions to LOS E under 2030 Cumulative plus Project conditions. In 

addition, the proposed project would result in a significant impact under 2015 Modified Baseline 

plus Project conditions. This impact would remain significant and unavoidable even with 

implementation of an expanded TDM program. 

m) Impact TR-117: If the proposed Van Ness Avenue and Geary Corridor Bus Rapid Transit 

projects are implemented, the Cathedral Hill Campus project’s contribution to the combined 

cumulative impacts of the Cathedral Hill Campus and BRT projects at the intersection of 

Polk/Geary would be significant. 

The Cathedral Hill Campus project’s contribution to the impacts identified for the combined effect of 

the Cathedral Hill Campus project and the BRT projects at the intersection of Polk/Geary would be 

significant and unavoidable under 2015 Modified Baseline conditions for which there is no feasible 

mitigation. Therefore, the contribution of the Cathedral Hill Campus project to the combined 

cumulative impacts at the intersection of Polk/Geary would also be significant and unavoidable. 

n) Impact TR-118: If the proposed Van Ness Avenue and Geary Corridor Bus Rapid Transit 

projects are implemented, the Cathedral Hill Campus project’s contribution to the combined 

cumulative impacts of the Cathedral Hill Campus and BRT projects at the intersection of Van 

Ness/Market would be significant. 

The Cathedral Hill Campus project’s contribution to the impacts identified for the combined effect of 

the Cathedral Hill Campus project and the BRT projects at the intersection of Van Ness/Market would 

be significant and unavoidable under 2015 Modified Baseline conditions, for which there is no 

feasible mitigation. Therefore, the contribution of the Cathedral Hill Campus project to the combined 

cumulative impacts at the intersection of Van Ness/Market would also be significant and 

unavoidable. 
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o) Impact TR-127: Implementation of the Davies Campus project would have significant impacts 

at the intersection of ChurchlMarketl14th Street, which would operate at LOS F under 2030 

Cumulative No Project conditions and 2030 Cumulative plus Project conditions. 

Under 2030 Cumulative plus Project conditions, the increase in vehicle trips generated by the Davies 

Campus project would contribute considerably to critical movements operating at LOS E or F, and 

therefore would be significant. No feasible mitigation measures have been identified for impacts at 

the intersection of Church/Market/14th Street. Therefore, this impact would remain significant and 

unavoidable. 

p) Impact TR-133: Implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would increase 

congestion along Van Ness Avenue under 2030 Cumulative plus Project conditions, which would 

increase travel times and impact operations of the 49-Van Ness-Mission bus route. 

Under 2030 Cumulative plus Project conditions, implementation of the proposed Cathedral Hill 

Campus project would result in increases in travel time on the northbound 49-Van Ness-Mission by 

about five minutes during the a.m. peak hour of five minutes, which would be more than half of the 

proposed headway of 7 1/2 minutes, necessitating an additional bus on that route during the a.m. and 

p.m. peak hours. The payment of the fee to provide for an additional bus on the 49-Van Ness bus 

route would reduce the LRDP’s impact on the operation of the 49-Van Ness-Mission bus route to a 

less than significant level. However, because SFMTA’s ability to provide additional service on this 

line is uncertain, the feasibility of implementing the mitigation measure is unknown and cumulative 

impacts on the 49-Van Ness-Mission bus route resulting from implementation of the Cathedral Hill 

Campus project would remain significant and unavoidable. 

q) Impact TR-134: Implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would increase 

congestion along Van Ness Avenue under 2030 Cumulative plus Project conditions, which would 

increase travel times and impact operations of the 47-Van Ness bus route. 

As a result of the proposed Cathedral Hill Campus project, under 2030 Cumulative plus Project 

conditions an additional bus would be required on the 47-Van Ness to maintain peak period 

headways during the p.m. peak hour. Therefore, project-related transit delays resulting from 

congestion on study area roadways and passenger loading delays associated with increased ridership 

on operation of the 47-Van Ness bus route during the p.m. peak hour would be a significant impact. 

The payment of the fee to provide for an additional bus on the 47-Van Ness bus route would reduce 

the LRDP’s impact on the operation of the 47-Van Ness-Mission bus route to a less than significant 

level. However, because SFMTAs ability to provide additional service on this line is uncertain, the 

feasibility of implementing the mitigation measure is unknown and cumulative impacts on the 47-

Van Ness bus route resulting from implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would 

remain significant and unavoidable. 

r) Impact TR-135: Implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would increase 

congestion along Geary Street under 2030 Cumulative plus Project conditions, which would 

increase travel times and impact operations of the 38/38L-Geary bus routes. 
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As a result of the proposed Cathedral Hill Campus project, under 2030 Cumulative plus Project 

conditions an additional bus would be required on the 38138L-Geary to maintain peak period 

headways during the a.m. peak hour, and two additional buses would be required on that route 

during the p.m. peak hour. The payment of the fee to provide for additional buses on this route 

would reduce the LRDP’s impact on the bus route to a less than significant level. However, because 

SFMTA’s ability to provide additional service on this line is uncertain, the feasibility of implementing 

the mitigation measure is unknown and cumulative impacts on the 38/38L-Geary bus route resulting 

from implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would remain significant and 

unavoidable. 

s) Impact TR-136: Implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would increase 

congestion along Polk Street under 2030 Cumulative plus Project conditions, which would 

increase travel times and impact operations of the 19-Polk bus route. 

Under 2030 Cumulative plus Project conditions, the Cathedral Hill Campus project would result in 

increases in travel time on the southbound 19-Polk bus route by about 8 minutes during the p.m. 

peak hour, which would necessitate an additional bus during the p.m. peak hour. The payment of the 

fee to provide for an additional bus on the route would reduce the LRDPs impact on the operation of 

the bus route to a less than significant level. However, because SFMTA’s ability to provide additional 

service on this route is uncertain, the feasibility of implementing the mitigation measure is unknown 

and cumulative impacts on the 19-Polk bus route resulting from implementation of the Cathedral Hill 

Campus project would remain significant and unavoidable. 

t) Impact TR-137: Implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would increase 

congestion along Post Street under 2030 Cumulative plus Project conditions, which would 

increase travel times and impact operations of the 3-Jackson bus route. 

As a result of the proposed Cathedral Hill Campus project, under 2030 Cumulative plus Project 

conditions an additional bus would be required on the 3-Jackson bus route to maintain peak period 

headways during the p.m. peak hour. The payment of the fee to provide for an additional bus would 

reduce transit delay impacts to the 3-Jackson bus route to a less-than-significant level. However, 

because SFMTAs ability to provide additional service on this line is uncertain, the feasibility of 

implementing the mitigation measure is unknown and cumulative impacts on the 3-Jackson bus route 

resulting from implementation of the Cathedral Hill Campus project would remain significant and 

unavoidable. 

u) Impact TR-152: Implementation of CPMC LRDP construction of the Cathedral Hill Campus 

would contribute to cumulative construction impacts in the Cathedral Hill Campus vicinity. 

The construction of the Cathedral Hill Campus may overlap with the proposed Van Ness Avenue 

BRT and Geary Corridor BRT projects, should they be approved and funded. The potential for 

overlapping construction activities would increase the number of construction worker vehicles and 

trucks traveling to and from the vicinity of the Cathedral Hill Campus. In addition, implementation 

of the BRT improvements on Van Ness Avenue would require travel lane closures that would 

temporarily and permanently affect roadway capacity. Impact TR-55, discussed above, identified 
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significant and unavoidable impacts on the transportation network related to the construction 

activities at the Cathedral Hill Campus. Implementation of a construction transportation management 

plan would minimize impacts associated with the Cathedral Hill Campus project and reduce the 

project’s contributions to cumulative impacts in overlapping areas but significant construction-related 

transportation impacts on local roadways in the vicinity of the Cathedral Hill Campus would still 

occur and cumulative construction impacts would be significant and unavoidable. 

Noise 

v) Impact NO-5: Groundbome vibration levels attributable to construction activities could 

exceed the threshold of significance for exposing noise- and vibration-sensitive land uses to 

vibration levels that exceed applicable thresholds. 

Near-Term Projects at Cathedral Hill, Davies and St. Luke’s Campuses 

In the vicinity of the Cathedral Hill, Davies, and St. Luke’s Campuses, groundborne noise and 

vibration may exceed the Federal Transit Administration’s (’FTA") standard for human response at 

nearby off-site vibration-sensitive uses. Implementation of mitigation through construction contract 

requirements for: operational restrictions on vibratory rollers; community liaison; evaluation of 

recurring complaints by qualified acoustical consultant; and a construction vibration management 

plan would reduce excessive vibration; however, this impact would remain significant and 

unavoidable. 

Air Quality 

w) Impact AQ-3: Operation of the LRDP would exceed BAAQMD CEQA significance thresholds 

for mass emissions of criteria pollutants and would contribute to an existing or projected air 

quality violation at full buildout under the 1999 BAAQMD Guidelines. 

Cathedral Hill, Davies, and St. Luke’s Campuses 

The net change in operational PMio emissions from implementation of the LRDP (128 pounds/day, 23 

tons/year) would exceed applicable daily and annual emission significance criteria under the 1999 

BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines (80 pounds/day, 15 tons/year). Thus, under the 1999 BAAQMD CEQA 

significance criteria, operation of the proposed LRDP would result in or contribute to a violation of 

air quality standards. All feasible measures to reduce operational impacts related to PMio emissions, 

which are primarily attributable to mobile sources (vehicles), have been incorporated into the 

proposed LRDP as part of CPMC’s proposed enhanced TDM program. No additional feasible 

mitigation is available to reduce this impact to a less-than-significant level. Therefore, this impact 

would be significant and unavoidable. 

x) Impact AQ-7: The LRDP’s long-term operational criteria air pollutant emissions would 

contribute to a cumulatively considerable impact under the 1999 BAAQMD Guidelines. 

Long-term operations at the Cathedral Hill, Davies, and St. Luke’s Campuses after completion of the 

near-term projects would cause a permanent net increase in criteria air pollutant and precursor 

emissions. The 1999 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines consider a project to result in a cumulatively 

considerable impact if operational criteria air pollutant and precursor emissions would exceed the 
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project-level emissions thresholds of significance. The near-term projects under the LRDP would 

exceed the project-level thresholds of significance for operational PMio emissions. Thus, the project 

would contribute to a cumulatively considerable impact and would, therefore, result in a significant 

cumulative impact. All feasible measures to reduce operational impacts related to PMio emissions, 

which are primarily attributable to mobile sources (vehicles), have been incorporated into the 

proposed LRDP as part of CPMC’s proposed enhanced TDM program. No additional feasible 

mitigation is available to reduce this impact to a less-than-significant level. Therefore, this impact 

would be significant and unavoidable. 

y) Impact AQ-9: Near-term construction activities associated with the LRDP would exceed 2010 

BAAQMD CEQA significance thresholds for mass criteria pollutant emissions and would 

contribute to an existing or projected air quality violation. 

Under the proposed LRDP emissions of oxides of nitrogen (’NO’) associated with near-term projects 

at the Cathedral Hill, Davies, and St. Luke’s Campuses would exceed the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA 

Guidelines significance criterion for construction-related NO emissions. As a result, this impact 

would be significant under the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines significance criterion. 

Implementation of all feasible mitigation would not reduce this impact to a less than significant level 

and impacts associated with mass criteria pollutant emissions from near-term construction activities 

would remain significant and unavoidable. 

Impact AQ-10: Construction activities associated with the near-term projects at the Cathedral Hill 

and St. Luke’s Campuses would result in short-term increases in emissions of diesel particulate 

matter that exceed the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA significance criteria and expose sensitive receptors 

to substantial concentrations of toxic air contaminants and PM2.5. 

Cathedral Hill Campus 

TAC and PM2.5 emissions from construction at the Cathedral Hill Campus under the proposed LRDP 

would be significant under the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines significance criteria. Even with 

implementation of all feasible mitigation, impacts related to the exposure of sensitive receptors to 

substantial amounts of TACs and PM2.5 from construction activities at the Cathedral Hill Campus 

under the proposed LRDP would remain significant and unavoidable. 

St. Luke’s Campus 

TAC emissions from construction activities at the St. Luke’s Campus would exceed the 2010 

BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines significance threshold, which would be a significant impact. Even with 

implementation of all feasible mitigation, impacts related to the exposure of sensitive receptors to 

substantial amounts of TACs and PM2.5 from construction activities at the St. Luke’s Campus under 

the proposed LRDP would remain significant and unavoidable. 

z) Impact AQ-11: Operation of the LRDP would exceed the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA significance 

thresholds for mass criteria pollutant emissions and would contribute to an existing or projected 

air quality violation at full build out. 

Near-Term Projects at Cathedral Hill, Davies, and St. Luke’s Campuses 
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The net change in operational emissions resulting from implementation of the LRDP’s near-term 

projects at the Cathedral Hill, Davies, and St. Luke’s Campuses would exceed the 2010 BAAQMD 

CEQA Guidelines daily and annual emission significance criteria for PMio. Therefore, operation of 

these campuses under the proposed LRDP would result in or contribute to a violation of PMio air 

quality standards. Even with implementation of all feasible measures to reduce operational impacts 

related to PMio emissions, through CPMC’s proposed enhanced TDM program, this impact would 

remain significant and unavoidable. 

aa) Impact AQ-14: The proposed LRDP’s construction emissions of toxic air contaminants would 

potentially contribute to a cumulatively considerable impact on sensitive receptors under the 2010 

BAAQMD Guidelines. 

Cathedral Hill Campus 

Construction PM2.5 emissions at the Cathedral Hill Campus would have a significant impact on off-

site receptors under the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines significance thresholds, even after all 

feasible mitigation is incorporated. Thus, the Cathedral Hill Campus construction emissions would 

also have a potentially cumulatively considerable impact on off-site receptors, a significant and 

unavoidable impact. 

Davies Campus 

Construction PM2.5 emissions at the Davies Campus would have a significant impact on off-site 

receptors, under the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines significance thresholds, even after all feasible 

mitigation is incorporated. Thus, construction emissions from the near-term project at the Davies 

Campus would also have a potentially cumulatively considerable impact on off-site receptors, a 

significant and unavoidable impact. 

St. Luke’s Campus 

Construction PM2.5 emissions at the St. Luke’s Campus would have a significant impact on off-site 

receptors, under the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines significance thresholds, even after all feasible 

mitigation is incorporated. Thus, the St. Luke’s Campus construction emissions would also have a 

potentially cumulatively considerable impact on off-site receptors, a significant and unavoidable 

impact. 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

bb) Impact GH-3: Direct and indirect CPMC LRDP�generated GHG emissions would have a 

significant impact on the environment or conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation 

adopted for the purpose of reducing GHG emissions under the 2010 BAAQMD Guidelines. 

Cathedral Hill, Davies and St. Luke’s Campuses 

The 2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines identified the following three alternative thresholds for 

determining whether a project’s GHG emissions are significant: 

1) Compliance with a Qualified Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategy; or 
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2) Whether a project’s GHG emissions exceed 1,100 metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent per 

year ("MTCO2e/yr’); or 

3) Whether a project’s GHG emissions exceed 4.6 MTCO2e/yr per service population. 

On December 14, 2010, after the Draft EIR had been published and following BAAQMD’s approval of 

a Qualified GHG Reduction Strategy for San Francisco, the Environmental Planning Division 

determined that the proposed CPMC LRDP would be in compliance with the City’s Qualified GHC 

Reduction Strategy. Because it has been determined to be consistent with the BAAQMD-approved 

GHG Reduction Strategy, the proposed LRDP has been shown to satisfy BAAQMD’s mitigation 

guidance and to have identified all applicable, feasible mitigation measures. However, the Planning 

Department has determined that because the significance conclusion in the Draft EIR regarding 

operational GHG emissions was made prior to a determination of equivalency with a Qualified GHG 

Reduction Strategy, and the LRDP would exceed the 2010 BAAQMD GHG quantitative threshold of 

significance (which the Planning Department had previously determined applied), the proposed 

LRDP should conservatively be considered to result in a significant and unavoidable impact, despite 

the implementation of all feasible GHG reduction measures. Therefore, this impact would remain 

significant and unavoidable. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Motion was ADOPTED by the Planning Commission on April 26, 2012. 

Linda D. Avery 

Commission Secretary 

AYES: 	President Fong, Commissioner Antonini, Commissioner Sugaya, Commissioner Borden, 

and Commissioner Miguel (5) 

NAYS: 	Commissioner Moore (1) 

ABSENT: 	Commissioner Wu (1) 

ACTION: 	Certification of Final EIR 

ADOPTED: 	April 26, 2012 
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