
BALBOA OPEN SPACE OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY OF COMMENTS
DATE: 10:00AM-1:00M, JUNE 23, 2018

LOCATION: INGELSIDE LIBRARY PROGRAM ROOM
 

1. OPEN HOUSE BOARD COMMENTS 

WELCOME BOARD 

ATTENDEES 
Neighbors from Westwood and Sunnyside 
Very few students from CCSF 
San Francisco Planning Department 
San Francisco Recreation & Parks Department 
CAC members 

 

STATION 1 – INTRODUCTION AND PROCESS 

BASEPLAN 

Some neighbors expressed concern about trees on the edge of the site interacting with power 
lines. They inquired if it would be possible to put power lines underground 
Where is the parking garage? People debated about future car demand. Some are concerned 
about parking spaces, as it is a problem now. People are optimistic that car demand would 
decrease as autonomous car technology develops 
With regards to building design, a participant suggested to consider the problem posed to birds 
by large stretches of glass, especially behind planted areas 
Some people want higher density development; some people want lower density development. 
Base plan still does not follow parameters of BRCAC; the heights increase dramatically west to 
east 
 

 

AFFORDABILITY 

People expressed concerns about affordable housing 
Building a new neighborhood like this is fine, but it should all be affordable housing, given that 
the site is public land 
A neighborhood like this wouldn’t have to be built by private developers; it could be publicly 
developed by the City 
Affordable housing is not affordable, it’s different than low income housing 
 

 

VIEW AND WIND STUDY 

Wind vortex; sometimes wind comes from west 
Use the wind in design, maybe sculpture or wind mills in the landscape 

STATION 2 – OPEN SPACE  

OPEN SPACE PROGRAMS 

Consider ecology garden center for kids, similar to EcoCenter in Haron’s Head Park 
Have kids’ education program on site 
Provide as much habitat as possible; it’s rewarding to see butterflies in the City. 
Look at the native and horticulture trees near Havelock on CCSF; extend the ecosystem; Garden 
for Environment is a good example of protected open space. 
Dog park is critical—too many dogs use other people’s front lawns 

 

OPEN SPACE NETWORK AND TYPOLOGY 

Use the five elements in the open space design: “gold, wood, water, fire, earth” 
Don’t use shrubs/bushes; they grow too big and displace people 

 

CENTRAL PARK DESIGN 

Who’s going to maintain the park? 
From maintenance point of view, consider active programming 
Programming for central park and leasable area for parties could generate income 
Dog park and playground are active all day long 
Other desired active programming options include soccer field, sports court; court could be full 
size, smaller size such as U10 and half size are also good 
Community garden is great, there are many successful management experiences within the city, 
people can interact with neighbors and compete how they maintain their gardens. 
Need public access from Ocean Ave.  
For mixing designated dog area and lawn, refer to Alamo square. 10,000 square foot minimum 
desired 
Refer to Park Merced open space: no one wants lawn 
Park examples: South Park, Dolores Park 
Need restroom access  
Consider one dog park and one playground in north of the site, so Sunnyside people don’t need 
to walk very far when it’s rainy or windy 
Consider partnership with City College and Riordan where students help maintain the open 
spaces—fits with high school community service requirements and would help create a sense of 
ownership of the open spaces, leading people to treat them better 
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BALBOA OPEN SPACE OPEN HOUSE BOARD COMMENTS

BASE PLAN
DRAFT PROPOSED MASTER PLAN

Introduction & ProcessSTATION 1 Balboa Reservoir Open Space Open House
June 23rd, 2018
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base plan (still) has not
followed parameters of
BRCAC
the heights increase very
quickly west to east

a neighbor expressed
concern about trees on the
edge with power line...
possible to put the power
line underneath ground

save the tree on PUC

restroom access

park example
-South park
-Dolores park

Brighton needs to be very
public
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Introduction & ProcessSTATION 1 Balboa Reservoir Open Space Open House
June 23rd, 2018

use the wind in the
design-sculpture or wind
mills in the landscape

wind vortex
-wind sometimes come
from the west
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Open Space2STATION
Balboa Reservoir Open Space Open House

June 23rd, 2018OPEN SPACE PROGRAMS

What would you like to see in the Balboa Reservoir open space?

CONNECTION

OUTDOOR MARKET / 
FOOD TRUCKS

PICNIC AREA / BBQ LAWN TERRACE

TRELLISDOG PLAY AREA WINDBREAK
PAVED FLEX. 

SPACE

MULTI-AGE 
PLAYGROUND

AGE 5 AND ABOVE

TOT PLAY AREA

BASKETBALL 
COURT

STORMWATER 
BIORETENTION

EXERCISE STATION SEATING AREA

RAIN GARDEN

MULTI-USE LAWN’ COMMUNITY GARDEN HABITAT

VOLLEYBALL 
COURT

ACCESS POINT

provide as much habitat as
possible. it's rewarding to
see butterfly in the city! I
have provided links in
website about where to get
the seeds.

consider ecology garden/
center for kids, such as the
EcoCenter in haron's head
park.

have kid's education
program on site.
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Balboa Reservoir Open Space Open House
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Can we create a network of open spaces connecting City College, Ocean Ave 
and the larger neighborhood?

OPEN SPACE NETWORK AND TYPOLOGY

use the five elements in the
open space design "gold,
wood, water, fire, earth"

landscaping:
please no shrubs/bushes,
growing big and displacing
people
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Open Space2STATION
Balboa Reservoir Open Space Open House

June 23rd, 2018
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SCALE:  1” = 60’CONCEPT PROGRAM DIAGRAM

RIORDAN 
HIGH 

What would you like to see in the Balboa Reservoir open space?

OPEN SPACE PROGRAMS

GREEN ROOF

SOLAR PANEL

LEGEND:

-look at the native and
horticulture trees near
Howdock on CCSF 
-extend the ecosystem
-garden for environment
is a good example of
protected open space

-large area of just lawn
not desired.
-do not want another
Dolores Park
-activation of all open
space is very important
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SCALE:  1” = 30’CONCEPT CENTRAL PARK PLAN
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Open Space2STATION
Balboa Reservoir Open Space Open House

June 23rd, 2018

What is the right shape for the central park?

CENTRAL PARK DESIGN

from maintenance point of
view, consider active
programming for central
park, and leas-able area
for party. 
For example, playground
and dog park are active all
day long. soccer filed is
popular, u-10 or half size is
smaller and easier to fit the
site. basketball court.
community garden is great,
there are successful
management experience
within the city. people can
interact with neighbor and
compete how they maintain
their garden.

mixing designated dog
area and lawn
see Alamo square example
recommend 10000 square
foot

refer to park merced
open space
for no one wants lawn

need active program -soccer foll or half size
-U10
-sports court
-restroom
-dog play
-playground

public access from Ocean
Ave
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SCALE:  1” = 30’CONCEPT P.U.C. OPEN SPACE
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Open Space2STATION
Balboa Reservoir Open Space Open House

June 23rd, 2018

How can the PUC greenway complement activity at Ocean Ave?

PUC OPEN SPACE DESIGN

need to have clear signage
that Brighton is public, so
people don't need to think
whether they entered a
provide property.

save existing tree in PUC

BALBOA OPEN SPACE OPEN HOUSE BOARD COMMENTS



Sustainability3STATION
Balboa Reservoir Open Space Open House

June 23rd, 2018

How do we encourage all residents to walk, bike, and take transit?
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-give all city college
students clipper cards
-provide free shuttle
bus between city
college campuses.

neighborhood parking
only in WP

love our muni/bart transit in
the neighborhood, one
reason we retired in place
here!

get MUNI involved
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Scheme 1
Comment:
-have one playgrund closer to sunnyside
-excercise station along the linear park
-playground for childcare
-farmer’s market close to unity plaza

Comment:
-have one playgrund closer to sunnyside
-tables and chairs for neighbors to social
-one community garden at PUC, close to Ocean 
Ave, one commnunity garden in central park

Comment:
-large peaceful lawn
-wide connection with low maintainence paving

Comment:
-playground and ecology garden for kids education
-no lawn
-windbreak is important

Scheme 2 Scheme 3 Scheme 4

BALBOA OPEN SPACE OPEN HOUSE DESIGN GAME COMMENTS
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