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In 1955, Church authored Gardens are For People in which he outlined the four major 
tenets of his design philosophy: unity, which is the consideration of the schemes as a 
whole, for both architecture and landscape; function, which is the relationship of practical 
service areas to the needs of the house, and the relationship of decorative areas to 
the desires and pleasures of those who use the space; simplicity, both in terms of the 
economic and aesthetic success of the layout; and scale, which rests upon the pleasant 
relationship of elements to each other.
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Church designed the War Memorial Court in 1932 
between the Veterans’ Building and the Opera 
House, completing the War Memorial Complex
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Thomas D. Church (1902-1978), born in Boston and raised in California, was trained at 
the University of California at Berkeley and the Harvard Graduate School of Design. He 
taught briefly before opening a practice in San Francisco in 1933, where he worked until 
his retirement in 1977. The War Memorial Court (Landmark #84) in Civic Center is an early 
example of Church’s design work. His most notable landscape designs include the Donnell 
Garden (Sonoma, CA), Parkmerced (San Francisco, Ca), Bloedel Reserve (Bainbridge 
Island, WA), and General Motors Technical Center (Warren, MI). Church mentored many 
renowned landscape architects in the Bay Area and two of his employees, Douglas Baylis 
and Lawrence Halprin, would continue in his legacy in Civic Center in particular.


