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The most prevalent lighting fixture in the Civic Center
Historic District are the Van Ness single pendant
luminaires mounted on trolley poles. The trolley poles on
which the light fixtures sit were engineered in anticipation
of the Panama-Pacific International Exposition of 1915,
during which 60,000 people were expected to ride the
trolley per hour on busy days. Each of the 259 trolley
poles that were constructed were affixed with lighting,
making Van Ness Avenue the “best lit thoroughfare in the
city.” In 1936, the Public Utilities Commission replaced the
small electric lights with the single tear-drop luminaires
that don the trolley poles today.
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