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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   5      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  845 Polk Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):      John Blasauf auto repair shop    
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    845 Polk Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 718, lot 2 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a one-story, brick masonry auto repair shop that fills its 30’ wide by 97’-6” deep lot. 
Immediately adjacent to the south is another, and very similar, brick auto repair shop that was built 
at about the same time as this one.  The two buildings make a visual pair. 
 
This building is faced in brick that has been painted blue.  In composition, the façade is symmetrical 
and divided into three bays, with a centrally-placed vehicle entrance flanked by windows.  The 
window openings retain their original dimensions and have brick sills, but have been filled in with 
plywood. 
 
The facade is crowned by a Mission Revival-style parapet that has slightly projecting headers lining 
the top.  The frieze area of the parapet is devoted largely to sheet metal and interior-lit signs. 
  


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP8 – industrial building_________                    _________  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking west  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1919-1920; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
DAKE FAMILY REVOC INTV TR  
546 SYLVAN AVE  
SAN MATEO CA  94403  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  September 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   5      *NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  845 Polk Street  
B1. Historic Name:  John Blasauf auto repair shop  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  auto repair  B4.  Present Use:  auto repair  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Mission Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1919-1920. 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features:  none 
 
B9a. Architect:   C. O. Clausen  b. Builder:  J. G. Kincannon  
*B10. Significance:  Theme   automobile industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   1920-1964  Property Type   auto repair shop  Applicable Criteria   1  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This auto repair shop was built in 1919-1920 to designs by architect C. O. Clausen, as an investment for owner 
Louis D. Stoff, who made his living in real estate.  It was built almost concurrently with a very similar shop 
building adjacent to the south (843 Polk), which had the same owner and architect. 
 
This building was occupied almost continuously by automobile repair shops from the time of its completion 
through 1964, and continues in this use today.  The first proprietor, from 1920-1927, was John Blausauf, who 
had previously owned a machine shop at 81 City Hall Avenue in 1905 and an auto repair shop at the same site 
during 1906-1919.  He must have been one of the earliest auto repair shop owners in San Francisco’s history. 
 
After Blausauf, subsequent auto repair shops in this building and their proprietors included Henry L. 
Schweining, who called his repair shop and garage the Polk Street Auto Service Company (1928-1931); Walter 
Geske (1935); the Automotive Reconstruction Company (three brief ownerships during 1938-1943); and, the 
longest lived, James Impeartrice, who called his shop Scientific Motor Tune-Up (1945-1960).  That shop was 
followed by A&E Motors (1961) and F&G Imported Car Service (1964). 
 
In all, auto repair shops occupied this building for 38 years (through 1964, the end of the period being studied). 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #90049 (December 9, 1919), at S. F. Building 


Inspection Dept., 1660 Mission Street 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1920-1964 
1929 and 1948 Sanborn maps (“auto repair”) 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  September 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   5      Resource Identifier: 845 Polk Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    September 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
History -- Context 
 
This section examines the subject of auto repair shops that are found within the study area of this report.  
This category is considered as including shops that performed general auto repair and body rebuilding.  
It does not include specialty service shops such as electrical, batteries, brakes, tires, auto tops and 
trimming, fender, and radiator shops, as those are considered separate categories. 
  
As an building type that illustrates the early automobile-related history of the study area, auto repair 
shops are less important than auto showrooms, public garages, and multiple-use buildings; they are of 
roughly equal importance compared to auto supplies stores and tires shops, and are more important than 
most specialty shops and used car sales rooms.  They were once very numerous in the study area, far 
more so than in any other San Francisco neighborhood. 
 
Auto repair shops were first listed in San Francisco city directories in 1904-1905.  They were located at 
307-309 Larkin Street and at Golden Gate and Gough, both within the study area of this report.  During 
the period 1908-1929, from 32% to 53% of all auto repair shops in San Francisco were located within 
the study area.   This was a far greater percentage than could be found elsewhere in the city (for 
example, in South-of-Market, where from 8% to 15% of auto repair shops were located during these 
years).  By 1929, the number of auto repair shops in the study area had risen to 93. 
 
Today, there are over 40 surviving buildings in the study area that were occupied by auto repair shops 
for at least seven years of their history (through 1964, the end year of the period being studied).  Of 
these forty-plus buildings, some are better examples of this building type than are others.  The best 
examples are: the oldest ones; those with the greatest longevity as auto repair shops; and those with the 
highest integrity.  The largest auto repair shops, i.e. those with the greatest capacity, could also be 
considered as better examples than smaller ones, because presumably more autos were repaired in them; 
but smaller repair shops can still have significance, for they were once very numerous, were a common 
part of the landscape, but have now become scarce.  The best examples of auto repair shops include: 
 
The oldest examples, with good or excellent longevity 
 
Four buildings held auto repair shops beginning in the 1910s, for periods of over 20 years (counting 
through the year 1964), and have at least good integrity.  They qualify as the oldest good examples of 
auto repair shops in the study area: 
 


155 Grove Street.  Harry M. Nicolson’s shop.  This is the oldest building in the study area that was built (in 
1915) as an auto repair shop.  Integrity is good. 
 
731-799 Van Ness Avenue.  Auto repair use beginning in 1917, for 28 years.  Integrity is high.  This was a 
large multi-use building; it held a public garage and an auto painting shop in addition to an auto repair shop. 
 
1465 Pine Street. Auto repair use beginning in 1917, for at least 30 years; a small shop.  Integrity is good. 
 
1644 Pine Street. Auto repair use beginning in 1918, for 46 years.  Integrity is high. 


 
(Continued next page.) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   4    of   5      Resource Identifier: 843 Polk Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    September 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
History – Context (continued) 


 
The next-oldest examples, with excellent longevity 
 
Seven buildings held auto repair shops beginning in the 1920s, had over 30 years of such use (counting 
through 1964), and retain high integrity.  These are exceptional examples of this building type, even  
 
though they are not as old as those dating to the 1910s.  Three of these are small, but are still good 
examples due to their moderately early date, excellent longevity, and high integrity.  The seven include: 
 


300 Grove Street.  Built in 1920, it held auto repair shops for 38 years.  The brick façade is exceptional, and 
almost all of the wooden windows remain in place.  
 
650 Polk Street.  Built in 1920, it held auto repair shops for 40 years. This is a small building on the scale of 
1465 Pine, 843 Polk, and 845 Polk. 
 
843 Polk Street.  Built in 1920, it held auto repair shops for 44 years. This is a small building on the scale of 
1465 Pine, 650 Polk, and 845 Polk. 
 
845 Polk Street (the building being evaluated here).  Built in 1920, it held auto repair shops for 38 years, 
including that of John Blausef, active in this work since 1905. This is a small building on the scale of 1465 
Pine, 650 Polk, and 843 Polk. 
 
824 Ellis Street. Auto repair use beginning in 1920, for 35 years.  This was one of the larger and more 
architecturally distinguished auto repair shops in the study area. 
 
1765 California Street. Hanni and Girerd’s shop.  Auto repair use beginning in 1921, for 43 years.  This was 
the largest auto repair shop in the study area. 
 
55 Oak Street. Earl E. Robbins’ shop.  Auto repair use beginning in 1929, for 35 years. 


 
Other auto repair shop buildings in the study area are of interest in other ways.  They include: 
 


1415 Van Ness Avenue.  This is the earliest auto repair shop building in the study area.  It was not built for 
such use, however, but rather as a clothing store, in 1906. Eugene S. Miner’s auto repair shop was here during 
1910-1916.  Auto showrooms were here afterward. 
 
1575-1595 Bush.  This building held multiple auto-related uses, including repair shops, upon it completion in 
1923. 
 
550 Turk Street.  Built as a garage, this building also held an auto repair shop for 21 years. 
 
1540 Bush Street.  This was built as a battery shop.  Eugene S. Miner’s auto repair shop was here 1927-1941. 
 
1522-1524 Bush Street.  Built as an auto supplies store, this building held an auto repair shop for 34 years 
beginning in 1931. 
 
730 Ellis Street.  After long use as a garage, this held an auto repair shop for 29 years beginning in 1936. 
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Page   5    of   5      Resource Identifier: 843 Polk Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    September 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
Integrity 
 
Save for the signage, paint, and the use of plywood over the window openings, the façade of this 
building is unchanged since the time of construction.  The building thus retains integrity of location, 
design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.   
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
Completed in 1920, this is a moderately early example of an automobile repair shop.  With at least 38 
years of such use in its history (through 1964), it has excellent longevity in this use. Its small size or 
capacity is outweighed by its date of construction, longevity, and high integrity.  In sum, it is one of the 
17 best examples of an auto repair shop in the study area, among more than forty that still stand; and is 
one of the eleven best among all buildings that were originally built as auto repair shops.  For these 
reasons, the building appears to be eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources under 
Criterion 1, at the local level, for its use as an automobile repair shop.  The Period of Significance under 
this criterion is 1920-1964. 
 
The first proprietor of an auto repair shop in this building, John Blausauf, was one of the very early 
automobile repairmen in San Francisco’s history.  However, his presence in this building was fairly brief 
(seven years), and began only in 1920.  Subsequent auto repair shop owners in this building lack 
individual importance.  Accordingly, this building does not appear to be eligible for the California 
Register under Criterion 2. 
 
Architecturally, this building has a pleasing parapet, but is otherwise modest, and thus this building does 
not appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 3. 
 
Character defining features 
 
The character defining features of this building are its height and width, the dimensions of the window 
and entrance openings, the brickwork in the façade, and the Mission Revival parapet.  The signage and 
the use of plywood in the window openings are not contributing elements. 
 








State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   6      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  650 Polk Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):        B&S Automotive Service shop  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    650 Polk Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 741, lot 8 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a one-story, reinforced concrete auto repair shop that fills its 27’-6” wide by 82’-6” deep lot.  
The surface of the façade is covered with a coat of stucco.  As is usual with auto repair shops of this 
narrow width, the façade is divided into two bays of unequal width.  These bays are separated from 
each other, and defined, by narrow piers that are plain in finish.  To the left is a vehicle entrance and 
to the right is a wider storefront window.  The window is set in a wooden frame that may be original.  
Above both the window and the vehicle entrance are transoms that are divided by wooden muntins 
into many lights.  At the top of the building are a gabled parapet, a profiled cornice supported by 
acanthus leaf modillions, and a band of plaster rinceaux that stretches across the frieze.  This 
rinceaux is deteriorated at the far right of the frieze.  The interior is now divided into two spaces, one 
for an auto repair shop and the other a store for sales of car stereos and alarms. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP8 – industrial building_________                    _________  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking east  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1920; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
WALSH FAMILY TR  
27 PRESIDIO TER  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94118  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  September 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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Detail of upper half of building
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   3    of   6      *NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  650 Polk Street  
B1. Historic Name:  B&S Automotive Service shop  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  auto repair  B4.  Present Use:  auto repair plus a car stereo and alarms strore  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Classical Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1920. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   unknown or none  b. Builder:  J. G. Kincannon  
*B10. Significance:  Theme   automobile industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   1920-1964  Property Type   auto repair shop  Applicable Criteria   1  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1920 for owner Louis Blum.  The original building permit did not list an 
architect or builder, but it was signed by the building contractor J. G. Kincannon, who is known to 
have built apartment buildings in Lower Nob Hill and commercial buildings along the Van Ness 
Avenue corridor.  Presumably Kincannon was the builder and most likely also the designer of this 
building. 
 
From the date of its completion through at least 1964 this building has been occupied by automobile 
repair shops.  The proprietors or shop names included Edward A. Morrison and Leon G. Chaix (1920-
1923); Michael Spacek (1926-1932); the U. S. Veterans’ Automobile Repair Shop (1933-1938); 
Anderson (Neils C.) Ignition and Repair Service (1940-1946); and, the longest lasting, B&S 
Automotive Service (1948 to at least 1964).  In sum, this building was occupied for at least forty years 
(through 1964) by auto repair shops. 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #94614 (August 27, 1920), filed under “646 Polk,” at 


S. F. Building Inspection Dept., 1660 Mission Street 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1921-1964 
1929 and 1948 Sanborn maps (“auto repair”) 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  September 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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History – Context – Surviving automobile repair shops in the study area 
 
In order to determine the best examples of auto repair shops in the study area (i.e., along the Van Ness 
Avenue corridor), the following study is offered as historical context.  A brief history of this business 
type is offered first; next, examples of auto repair shops are compared according to their earliest date of 
auto repair use, longevity of auto repair use, integrity, and occasionally size or capacity.  From the lists 
given below, 650 Polk can be compared to other such shops. 
 
As a building type that illustrates the early automobile-related history of the study area, auto repair 
shops are less important than auto showrooms, public garages, and multiple-use buildings; they are of 
roughly equal importance compared to auto supplies stores and tires shops, and are more important than 
most specialty shops and used car sales rooms.  They were once very numerous in the study area, far 
more so than in any other San Francisco neighborhood. 
 
Auto repair shops were first listed in San Francisco city directories in 1904-1905.  They were located at 
307-309 Larkin Street and at Golden Gate and Gough, both within the study area of this report.  During 
the period 1908-1929, from 32% to 53% of all auto repair shops in San Francisco were located within 
the study area.   This was a far greater percentage than could be found elsewhere in the city (for 
example, in South-of-Market, where from 8% to 15% of auto repair shops were located during these 
years).  By 1929, the number of auto repair shops in the study area had risen to 93. 
 
Today, there are over 40 surviving buildings in the study area that were occupied by auto repair shops 
for at least seven years of their history (through 1964, the end year of the period being studied).  Of 
these forty-plus buildings, some are better examples of this building type than are others.  The best 
examples are: the oldest ones; those with the greatest longevity as auto repair shops; and those with the 
highest integrity.  The largest auto repair shops, i.e. those with the greatest capacity, could also be 
considered as better examples than smaller ones, because presumably more autos were repaired in them; 
but smaller repair shops can still have significance, for they were once very numerous, were a common 
part of the landscape, but have now become scarce.  The best examples of auto repair shops include: 
 
The oldest examples, with good or excellent longevity 
 
Four buildings held auto repair shops beginning in the 1910s, for periods of over 20 years (counting 
through the year 1964), and have at least good integrity.  They qualify as the oldest good examples of 
auto repair shops in the study area: 


 
155 Grove Street. This is the oldest building in the study area that was built (in 1915) as an auto repair shop.  
 
731-799 Van Ness Avenue.  Auto repair use beginning in 1917, for 28 years. This was a large multi-use 
building; it held a public garage and an auto painting shop in addition to an auto repair shop. 
 
1465 Pine Street. Auto repair use beginning in 1917, for at least 30 years; a small shop. 
 
1644 Pine Street. Auto repair use beginning in 1918, for 46 years.  


(Continued next page.) 
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History – Context (continued) 
 
The next-oldest examples, with excellent longevity 
 
Seven buildings held auto repair shops beginning in the 1920s, had over 30 years of such use (counting 
through 1964), and retain high integrity.  These are exceptional examples of this building type, even 
though they are not as old as those dating to the 1910s.  Three of these are small, but are still good 
examples due to their moderately early date, excellent longevity, and high integrity.  The seven include: 
 


300 Grove Street.  Built in 1920, it held auto repair shops for 38 years.  The brick façade is exceptional, and 
almost all of the wooden windows remain in place.  
 
650 Polk Street (the building being evaluated here).  Built in 1920, it held auto repair shops for 40 years. 
This is a small building on the scale of 1465 Pine, 843 Polk, and 845 Polk. 
 
843 Polk Street.  Built in 1920, it held auto repair shops for 44 years. This is a small building on the scale of 
1465 Pine, 650 Polk, and 845 Polk. 
 
845 Polk Street.  Built in 1920, it held auto repair shops for 38 years, including that of John Blausef, active in 
this work since 1905. This is a small building on the scale of 1465 Pine, 650 Polk, and 843 Polk. 
 
824 Ellis Street. Auto repair use beginning in 1920, for 35 years.  This was one of the larger and more 
architecturally distinguished auto repair shops in the study area. 
 
1765 California Street. Hanni and Girerd’s shop.  Auto repair use beginning in 1921, for 43 years.  This was 
the largest auto repair shop in the study area. 
 
55 Oak Street. Earl E. Robbins’ shop.  Auto repair use beginning in 1929, for 35 years. 


 
Other auto repair shop buildings in the study area of interest include: 
 


1415 Van Ness Avenue.  This is the earliest auto repair shop building in the study area.  It was not built for 
such use, however, but rather as a clothing store, in 1906. Eugene S. Miner’s auto repair shop was here during 
1910-1916.  Auto showrooms were here afterward. 
 
1575-1595 Bush.  This building held multiple auto-related uses, including repair shops, beginning in 1923. 
 
550 Turk Street.  Built as a garage, this building also held an auto repair shop for 21 years. 
 
1540 Bush Street.  Built as a battery shop; Eugene S. Miner’s auto repair shop was here from 1927-1941. 
 
1522-1524 Bush Street.  Built as an auto supplies store, this building held an auto repair shop for 34 years 
beginning in 1931. 
 
730 Ellis Street.  After long use as a garage, this held an auto repair shop for 29 years beginning in 1936. 
 


(Continued next page.) 
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History – Context (continued) 
 
650 Polk, then, is one of the ten oldest examples of an auto repair shop in the study area.  Only three 
buildings in the study area held an auto repair shop for a longer period of time (considered through 
1964).  It is also among the smaller auto repair shops in the study area, and thus its capacity was smaller 
than that of other such shops. 
 
Integrity 
 
No alterations to the façade of this building are evident.  It retains integrity of location, design, 
materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.   
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as auto-
mobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according to the 
criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings were 
auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto painting 
shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry in San 
Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a building are 
its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in local auto 
industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to evaluations of 
buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-1964. 
 
Completed in 1920, this is a moderately early example of an automobile repair shop, but still one of the 
ten oldest in the study area.  With at least 40 years of such use in its history (through 1964), it has 
excellent longevity in this use; only three shops had longer such use.  These factors outweigh the fact 
that it is also one of the smaller auto repair shops in the study area, and thus had less capacity for such 
use compared to some others.  For these reasons, and because of its high integrity, the building appears 
to be eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources under Criterion 1, at the local level, for 
its use as an auto repair shop.  The Period of Significance under this criterion is from 1920 to 1964. 
 
None of the proprietors of auto repair shops in this building is known to have been important or 
prominent in this field.  Accordingly, this building does not appear to be eligible for the California 
Register under Criterion 2. 
 
Architecturally, this building is modest, and thus this building does not appear to be eligible for the 
California Register under Criterion 3. 
 
Character defining features 
 
The character defining features of this building are its height and width, the vehicle and window 
openings, the transoms with their wooden frames and muntins, the rinceaux ornament in the frieze, the 
cornice with its modillions, and the gabled parapet. 
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PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   5      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  843 Polk Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):        Walker King Co. auto repair shop  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    843 Polk Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 718, lot 3 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a one-story, brick masonry auto repair shop that fills its 30’ wide by 97’-6” deep lot.  
Immediately adjacent to the north is another, and very similar, brick auto repair shop that was built at 
about the same time as this one.  The two buildings make a visual pair. 
 
This building is faced in brick that has been painted gray.  The lower portion of the façade is divided 
into two parts, namely, a vehicle entrance at left and a wider storefront window at right.  The 
window has its original profiled bronze frames, wooden casing, and a wooden sill. 
 
The top of the facade consists of a gabled and stepped parapet, plus a large frieze area decorated with 
three vertical slits.  A course of slightly projecting headers lines the top of the parapet, and another 
course of bricks, laid vertically, can be found immediately beneath the headers. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP8 – industrial building_________                    _________  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking west  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1920; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
MORGAN TARA M  
1429 KALMIA ST  
SAN MATEO CA  94402  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  September 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   5      *NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)     843 Polk Street  
B1. Historic Name:  Walker King Co. auto repair shop  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  auto repair  B4.  Present Use:  unknown  
*B5. Architectural Style:  none  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1920. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   C. O. Clausen  b. Builder:  probably J. G. Kincannon  
*B10. Significance:  Theme   automobile industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   1920-1964  Property Type   auto repair shop  Applicable Criteria   1  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This auto repair shop was built in 1920 to designs by architect C. O. Clausen, as an investment for owner Louis 
D. Stoff, who made his living in real estate.  It was built almost concurrently with a very similar shop building 
adjacent to the north (845 Polk), which had the same owner and architect.  The building contractor for #845 was 
J. G. Kincannon, who was most likely the builder of #843 as well. 
 
This building was occupied continuously by automobile repair shops from the time of its completion through at 
least 1964.  The first proprietor was Emil A. Schkade, who called his auto repair business the Walker-King 
Company from 1920 to 1954.  Walker-King had previously been located (briefly) at 1930 Van Ness, under a 
different ownership.  It seems that Schkade purchased the fledgling business and then moved it into this building 
upon its completion, retaining the name for 34 years. 
 
The subsequent auto repair shop in this building was Polk Street Automotive Service, from 1955 to at least 
1964.  Combined, the two shops were in business here for 44 years (through 1964). 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #90446 (January 7, 1920), filed under “839 Polk,” at 


S. F. Building Inspection Dept., 1660 Mission Street 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1921-1964 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  September 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 


 
DPR 523B (1/95)   Polk 843-AB  *Required Information 







 
DPR 523J (1/95)   Polk 843-AB  *Required Information 


State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   5      Resource Identifier:       843 Polk Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    September 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
History -- Context 
 
This section examines the subject of auto repair shops that are found within the study area of this report.  
This category is considered as including shops that performed general auto repair and body rebuilding.  
It does not include specialty service shops such as electrical, batteries, brakes, tires, auto tops and 
trimming, fender, and radiator shops, as those are considered separate categories. 
  
As an building type that illustrates the early automobile-related history of the study area, auto repair 
shops are less important than auto showrooms, public garages, and multiple-use buildings; they are of 
roughly equal importance compared to auto supplies stores and tires shops, and are more important than 
most specialty shops and used car sales rooms.  They were once very numerous in the study area, far 
more so than in any other San Francisco neighborhood. 
 
Auto repair shops were first listed in San Francisco city directories in 1904-1905.  They were located at 
307-309 Larkin Street and at Golden Gate and Gough, both within the study area of this report.  During 
the period 1908-1929, from 32% to 53% of all auto repair shops in San Francisco were located within 
the study area.   This was a far greater percentage than could be found elsewhere in the city (for 
example, in South-of-Market, where from 8% to 15% of auto repair shops were located during these 
years).  By 1929, the number of auto repair shops in the study area had risen to 93. 
 
Today, there are over 40 surviving buildings in the study area that were occupied by auto repair shops 
for at least seven years of their history (through 1964, the end year of the period being studied).  Of 
these forty-plus buildings, some are better examples of this building type than are others.  The best 
examples are: the oldest ones; those with the greatest longevity as auto repair shops; and those with the 
highest integrity.  The largest auto repair shops, i.e. those with the greatest capacity, could also be 
considered as better examples than smaller ones, because presumably more autos were repaired in them; 
but smaller repair shops can still have significance, for they were once very numerous, were a common 
part of the landscape, but have now become scarce.  The best examples of auto repair shops include: 
 
The oldest examples, with good or excellent longevity 
 
Four buildings held auto repair shops beginning in the 1910s, for periods of over 20 years (counting 
through the year 1964), and have at least good integrity.  They qualify as the oldest good examples of 
auto repair shops in the study area: 


 
155 Grove Street.  Harry M. Nicolson’s shop.  This is the oldest building in the study area that was built (in 
1915) as an auto repair shop.  Integrity is good. 
 
731-799 Van Ness Avenue.  Auto repair use beginning in 1917, for 28 years.  Integrity is high.  This was a 
large multi-use building; it held a public garage and an auto painting shop in addition to an auto repair shop. 
 
1465 Pine Street. Auto repair use beginning in 1917, for at least 30 years; a small shop.  Integrity is good. 
 
1644 Pine Street. Auto repair use beginning in 1918, for 46 years.  Integrity is high. 


(Continued next page.) 
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History – Context (continued) 
 
The next-oldest examples, with excellent longevity 
 
Seven buildings held auto repair shops beginning in the 1920s, had over 30 years of such use (counting 
through 1964), and retain high integrity.  These are exceptional examples of this building type, even  
 
though they are not as old as those dating to the 1910s.  Three of these are small, but are still good 
examples due to their moderately early date, excellent longevity, and high integrity.  The seven include: 
 


300 Grove Street.  Built in 1920, it held auto repair shops for 38 years.  The brick façade is exceptional, and 
almost all of the wooden windows remain in place.  
 
650 Polk Street.  Built in 1920, it held auto repair shops for 40 years. This is a small building on the scale of 
1465 Pine, 843 Polk, and 845 Polk. 
 
843 Polk Street (the building being evaluated here).  Built in 1920, it held auto repair shops for 44 years. 
This is a small building on the scale of 1465 Pine, 650 Polk, and 845 Polk. 
 
845 Polk Street.  Built in 1920, it held auto repair shops for 38 years, including that of John Blausef, active in 
this work since 1905. This is a small building on the scale of 1465 Pine, 650 Polk, and 843 Polk. 
 
824 Ellis Street. Auto repair use beginning in 1920, for 35 years.  This was one of the larger and more 
architecturally distinguished auto repair shops in the study area. 
 
1765 California Street. Hanni and Girerd’s shop.  Auto repair use beginning in 1921, for 43 years.  This was 
the largest auto repair shop in the study area. 
 
55 Oak Street. Earl E. Robbins’ shop.  Auto repair use beginning in 1929, for 35 years. 


 
Other auto repair shop buildings in the study area are of interest in other ways.  They include: 
 


1415 Van Ness Avenue.  This is the earliest auto repair shop building in the study area.  It was not built for 
such use, however, but rather as a clothing store, in 1906. Eugene S. Miner’s auto repair shop was here during 
1910-1916.  Auto showrooms were here afterward. 
 
1575-1595 Bush.  This building held multiple auto-related uses, including repair shops, upon it completion in 
1923. 
 
550 Turk Street.  Built as a garage, this building also held an auto repair shop for 21 years. 
 
1540 Bush Street.  This was built as a battery shop.  Eugene S. Miner’s auto repair shop was here from 1927-
1941. 
 
1522-1524 Bush Street.  Built as an auto supplies store, this building held an auto repair shop for 34 years 
beginning in 1931. 
 
730 Ellis Street.  After long use as a garage, this held an auto repair shop for 29 years beginning in 1936. 
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Integrity 
 
No known changes have been made to the façade of this building.  It retains integrity of location, design, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.  Integrity of setting is diminished through nearby 
demolitions. 
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
Completed in 1920, this is a moderately early example of an automobile repair shop.  With 44 years of 
such use in its history (through 1964), it has excellent longevity in this use.  Its small size or capacity is 
outweighed by its date of construction, longevity, and high integrity.  In sum, it is one of the 17 best 
examples of an auto repair shop in the study area, among more than forty that still stand; and is one of 
the eleven best among all buildings that were originally built as auto repair shops.  For these reasons, the 
building appears to be eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources under Criterion 1, at 
the local level, for its long and moderately early use as an automobile repair shop.  The Period of 
Significance under this criterion is from 1920-1964. 
 
The first proprietor of the auto repair shop in this building had a long career, but aside from this he does 
not appear to have been prominent in his field.  Accordingly, this building does not appear to be eligible 
for the California Register under Criterion 2. 
 
Architecturally, this building is very modest, and thus this building does not appear to be eligible for the 
California Register under Criterion 3. 
 
Character defining features 
 
The character defining features of this building are its height and width; its brick façade, including the 
pattern of brickwork in the parapet and frieze; the dimensions of the vehicle entrance and window 
opening; and the materials of the window frame (profiled bronze), casing (wood), and sill (wood). 
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Page   1    of   6      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  730 Polk Street/771 Ellis Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):     Chanslor and Lyon automobile accessories and parts store  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    730 Polk Street/771 Ellis Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 740, lot 18 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a four-story brick building with wooden internal piers, joists, and girders.  It fills its 120-foot 
by 110-foot lot at the southeast corner of Polk and Ellis streets.  The face bricks are slightly 
variegated, being tan and buff in color.  These bricks form the piers, spandrels, parapet, and upper 
first story walls of the building.  The spandrels are very slightly, but visibly, recessed from the piers.  
Set within the piers and spandrels of the upper three stories are original windows of industrial steel 
sash.  These windows are fixed, save for their centers, which open as hoppers.  In the first story all 
windows have replacement sash of metal.  These are divided into many lights, and relate well to the 
older steel sash in the stories above. 
 


(See Continuation Sheet, page 2.) 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP7 – four story commercial building; HP8 – wholesale house_________                    ___ 
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking southeast  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1922; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
PROJECT OPEN HAND  
730 POLK ST  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94109  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  September 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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Description (continued): 
 
At the top of the building, just below the parapet, is a profiled cornice, with lions’ heads in the soffit of 
the cornice and curvilinear brackets or modillions beneath, giving support.  The other ornament on this 
building consists of elaborate shields, most likely of terra cotta, each with the raised letters “C&L”, 
which stand for the original owners and occupants, Chanslor and Lyon. 
 
Profiled courses of terra cotta can be found immediately beneath the cornice brackets, at the top and 
bottom of each industrial steel sash window, at the second floor level, and near the top of the first story. 
 
Coloration includes white, for the cornice, shields, and the string course near the top of the first story; 
light blue, for the courses beneath the cornice and at the second floor level; reddish-orange, for the 
courses above and below the steel sash windows; and, as mentioned above, tan and buff bricks.  Aside 
from the bricks and the shields, it is not known for certain whether these colors are original.  Finally, the 
newer first story window sash is reddish, and relates well to the terra cotta window courses. 
 


 


 
 


Ellis Street façade 
 


 
DPR 523L (1/95)   Polk 730-AB  *Required Information 







 
State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   6      Resource Identifier: 730 Polk Street/771 Ellis Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date   September 2009    Continuation      Update 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 


Detail of an Ellis Street bay 
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   4    of   6      *NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 730 Polk Street/771 Ellis Street  
B1. Historic Name:  Chanslor and Lyon automobile accessories and parts store  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  auto parts store  B4.  Present Use:  Project Open Hand  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Classical Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1922.  Storefront windows rebuilt in 1986. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   William L. Schmolle  b. Builder:  York Realty Company  
*B10. Significance:  Theme   automobile industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   1922-1964  Property Type   auto accessories store Applicable Criteria   1, 2, 3  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1922 for the automobile accessories and parts house, Chanslor and Lyon, for 
use as their wholesale store.  The architect was William L. Schmolle, who practiced in San Francisco 
from 1909 to 1930. 
 
Chanslor and Lyon was by far the largest and longest-lasting general automobile supplies store in San 
Francisco’s history.  It opened in 1906 under the ownership of Walter G. Chanslor and Philip H. Lyon, 
who lived in Los Angeles.  During its first fourteen or so years in San Francisco C&L occupied leased 
buildings at 542 Golden Gate, 501-507 Golden Gate, 1238-1240 Van Ness, and 1147 Van Ness, all 
now demolished.  By 1922, when they built this building to house their auto supplies and tires store, 
the owners had moved to San Francisco. 


(See Continuation Sheet, page 4.) 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #107195 (June 7, 1922), at S. F. Building Inspection 


Dept., 1660 Mission Street 
San Francisco Examiner, September 23, 1922, “Chanslor-Lyon Co. 


Building” 
1929 and 1948 Sanborn maps (“wholesale auto supplies”) 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1923-1966 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  September 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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History (continued) 
 
When this building opened in September 1922, the San Francisco Examiner called it “the largest on the 
Pacific Coast devoted exclusively to housing automotive equipment.”  The 1929 and 1948 Sanborn 
maps describe the use of the building as “wholesale auto supplies,” but from city directory listings it 
appears that Chanslor and Lyon also engaged in retail sales.  It is not known to what degree this store 
distributed auto supplies through northern California on a wholesale basis.  Chanslor and Lyon remained 
in this building until 1966, for a total of 44 years.  Both Walter Chanslor and Philip Lyon remained 
officers in this business (president and vice-president) through 1948. 
 
The only other auto supplies house in San Francisco that was comparable to Chanslor and Lyon in 
importance was Kahn and Keville, which was founded in the 1910s and is still in business today.  It, 
however, carried a much more limited line of automobile supplies (mainly tires, batteries, and radios). 
 
Integrity 
 
Aside from the first story window sash and doors, the façade of this building remains unchanged.  It 
retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.   
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
Completed in 1922, this is a moderately early example of an automobile accessories, supplies and tires 
store.  With about 42 years of such use in its history (through 1964), it has excellent longevity in this 
use.  For this reason, and because of the building’s high integrity, the building appears to be eligible for 
the California Register of Historical Resources under Criterion 1, at the local level, for its use as an 
automobile supplies store.  With more research into the history of Chanslor and Lyon’s wholesale 
operations, it may develop that this building may also be eligible at the state level.  The Period of 
Significance under this criterion is 1922-1964. 
 


 (Continued on page 6.) 
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Evaluation (continued) 
 
Walter G. Chanslor and Philip H. Lyon were clearly very important in San Francisco’s automobile 
supplies industry.  As this is the last building associated with their San Francisco business that still 
stands, and because it was their most important store, this building appears to be eligible for the 
California Register under Criterion 2, at the local level.  As with Criterion 1, above, this building might 
also be found to be eligible at the state level with more research.  The Period of Significance under this 
criterion is from 1922 to 1948. 
 
Architecturally, this building is striking in the clarity with which its structure is expressed (by its use of 
spandrels that are slightly recessed relative to the piers, and of large expanses of industrial steel sash 
windows), its minimalist but effective use of ornament, and its use of color and texture in the bricks and 
terra cotta.  It is similar in some ways to large, skeletal loft buildings of reinforced concrete that are 
found South-of-Market and in this study area, but with much more color and texture than those buildings 
possess.  Accordingly, this building appears to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 3 at 
the local level.  The Period of Significance under this criterion is 1922, the year the building was built. 
 
Character defining features 
 
The character defining features of this building are its height and width; its brick piers, spandrels, and 
other wall elements; its industrial steel sash windows; and all ornamental details such as the cornice, 
profiled courses, and shields.  The variegated tan and buff color of the brick is also important.  Color 
testing would have to be done on the decorative elements (cornice, courses, and shields) to see if their 
color is original, and hence significant. 
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Page   1    of   7      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  1001 Polk Street/1000 Geary Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):        Pierce-Arrow automobile showroom  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    1001 Polk Street/1000 Geary Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 694, lot 4 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP7 – four-story commercial building_________                    _________  


This is a four-story reinforced concrete building that fills its 82’-6” by 120-foot lot at the northwest 
corner of Geary and Polk streets.  (In archival sources the building is referred to as being three 
stories plus a mezzanine in height.)  The surface of the facades is stucco that has been lightly scored 
to resemble masonry.  Both facades received an equal level of treatment regarding composition, 
detailing and finish; there was no “primary” façade. 
 
The top of the building takes the form of a full classical entablature.  The cornice is profiled, with a 
paneled soffit that has leafy ornament within the panels.  Immediately beneath the cornice are 
courses of leafy molding, dentils, egg-and-dart molding, and bead molding.  There follows a frieze 
that is blank save for the inscription “PIERCE-ARROW” on both facades.  Another course of leafy 
molding and an architrave of three fascia completes the entablature. 


(See Continuation Sheet, page 2.) 


 
*P4.  Resources Present:            Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District    Other 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 


 
 


(View, date, accession #) 
View looking northwest  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1912-1913; published building 
notices  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
CITY & COUNTY SAN 
FRANCISCO 
25 VAN NESS AVE STE 400  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94102  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  October 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  
P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite 
survey report.)     William Kostura.  


Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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Description (continued): 
 
The building is stacked in a three-part composition, with the ground floor forming the base, the upper two stories 
the top, and the second story (or mezzanine) in between.  Secondary cornices –  profiled, with courses of leafy 
and egg-and-dart moldings – can be found between these levels.  The corner of the building at Geary and Polk is 
chamfered from top to bottom, with cornices wrapping around the indentations. 
 
The façade along Polk Street is divided into five bays of nearly equal width, while the Geary Street façade is 
divided into three bays of equal width.  In the upper two stories, fluted Corinthian pilasters define the bays.  On 
the Polk Street side the end bays are differentiated by pairing of pilasters, while on the Geary Street side all 
pilasters are paired. 
 
In the lower stories, wall areas function as a visual base for the pilasters in the upper stories.  In the second story 
(or mezzanine), short columns or pilasters can be found within the window area; these serve as thick mullions to 
create tripartite windows.  The base of the building projects slightly, giving an impression of added strength. 
 
All windows have replacement steel frames, or sash, within their original openings, and entrances have also been 
altered with new materials. 


 
 


 
 


 
Corner detail
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   3    of   7      *NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  1001 Polk Street/1000 Geary Street  
B1. Historic Name:  Pierce-Arrow automobile showroom  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use: automobile showroom       B4.  Present Use:  homeless shelter  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Classical Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1912-1913.  Window sash altered at an unknown date (before 1975). 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   John Galen Howard  b. Builder:  Jesse D. Hannah  
*B10. Significance:  Theme   automobile industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   1912-1936  Property Type   auto showroom  Applicable Criteria   1, 2, 3  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1912-1913 for an automobile manufacturer, the Pierce-Arrow Motor Car Company, 
and served as their San Francisco automobile showroom from 1913-1930.  It was subsequently, from 1931-
1936, the auto showroom for Reo Motor Car Company of California. 
 
The Architect, John Galen Howard 
 
The architect was John Galen Howard, who is very highly regarded today as the architect for the University of 
California campus in Berkeley during 1901-1924; and for his residential, commercial, and church buildings in 
Berkeley.  Howard designed relatively few works in San Francisco, of which this automobile showroom is 
among the most important.  Other notable, surviving works by Howard in the city include the façade of the 
Italian-American Bank at 460 Montgomery (1908); the Adam Grant Building at 114 Sansome (1908); the St. 
Francis Wood entrance gate and fountains (1913); Civic Auditorium (with Frederick H. Meyer and John Reid, 
Jr., 1915); and Le Conte School at 3125 Cesar Chavez (1924-1925). 


(See Continuation Sheet, page 4.) 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building and Engineering News, August 13, 1912, 10:1; September 


24, 1912, 5:3; and December 10, 1912, 17:3. 
Architect and Engineer, January 1915, pp. 64-65. 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1913-1953. 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  October 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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History (continued) 
 
The Pierce-Arrow Motor Company 
 
This is one of the very few auto showroom buildings in San Francisco that was constructed by an 
automobile manufacturer – in this case, the Pierce-Arrow Motor Company – instead of by a speculative 
builder or an auto dealer.  Published building notices and Sanborn maps reveal how spaces in this 
building were used by Pierce-Arrow.  The first floor was the auto showroom, the mezzanine level was 
used as offices and for storing spare parts, and the two upper floors were used for automobile storage 
and as an auto repair shop.  This arrangement was typical of the way major automobile dealers dedicated 
entire floors in their showrooms to specialized uses. 
 
The founder of Pierce-Arrow, George N. Pierce, manufactured his first automobile in 1901 after many 
years of making general household items (since 1865) and bicycles (since 1896).  In 1903 he made his 
first automobile model named “Arrow,” and in 1904 made a Great Arrow.  This was the beginning of his 
company’s focus on high-end, luxury automobiles.  Pierce sold his company in 1908, and his successor, 
the Pierce-Arrow Motor Company, continued the luxury car philosophy.  Unlike the great majority of 
automakers, Pierce-Arrow built its own auto showrooms around the United States instead of selling cars 
through dealerships.  The company was extremely successful, selling autos to the wealthy and leasing 
them to the White House for over twenty years.  Pierce-Arrow became one of the “Three Ps of 
Motordom,” the others being the luxury car makers Packard and Peerless. 
 
Studebaker purchased a controlling share of Pierce-Arrow stock in 1928, only to see sales plummet 
during the Depression.  The two brands maintained separate operations at first, but eventually Pierce-
Arrow began to sell its cars through Studebaker dealerships. 
 
This account closely coincides with how Pierce-Arrows were sold in San Francisco.  The cars were 
initially sold in this city through an affiliate of the George N. Pierce Co., the Mobile Carriage Company, 
at the northeast corner of Golden Gate and Gough, during 1907-1908.  (That building no longer stands.)  
The Pierce-Arrow Motor Company next leased a small building at 330-340 Van Ness Avenue during 
1909-1913.  That building, however, was taken by the city through eminent domain, in order that the 
Civic Center could be built.  Pierce-Arrow then built its own building, the one being evaluated here, at 
1001 Polk Street.  It was one of many auto-related businesses that were displaced by the Civic Center 
and that then relocated to new buildings on or near Van Ness Avenue. 
 
Pierce-Arrow remained at 1001 Polk Street through 1930, but during the following three years Pierce-
Arrows were sold through a Studebaker dealership at 1395 Van Ness Avenue.  (That building has since 
been altered.)  In 1933, as a result of the Depression, Studebaker became bankrupt, and sales of that 
automobile and Pierce-Arrow then ended in San Francisco.  The Pierce-Arrow Motor Car Company was 
sold to investors and lasted to 1938 before going out of business in that year. 
 
One man, William F. Culberson, was the president or manager of the George N. Pierce Co. and then the 
Pierce-Arrow Motor Co. at all three of their San Francisco showrooms from 1907 to 1930. 


(Continued on next page.) 
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History (continued): 
 
Reo automobiles 
 
After Pierce-Arrow left this building it was occupied by Reo Motor Car Company of California for their 
Reo showroom, from 1931-1936.  Reo was founded in 1904 by Ransom Eli Olds in Lansing, Michigan.  
Olds had previously founded Oldsmobile, selling his first cars in 1901, but due to a dispute with his 
financial backer sold his interest in that company in 1904 and founded a new one, Reo, named for his 
initials.  The company was sometimes spelled with all capitals, as “REO.”  Like Oldsmobile, Reo 
became one of the nation’s best-selling cars by 1907.  It faded somewhat afterward, but remained 
important until about 1925, when sales declined more strongly. 
 
Prior to occupying 1001 Polk, the Reo Motor Company sold automobiles in San Francisco at 307-309 
Larkin (1905-1906; destroyed in 1906); 435-441 Golden Gate (1907-1908; demolished); 142-152 Fulton 
(1912-1913; replaced by the Civic Center); 1600-1628 Van Ness Avenue (1913-1915; extant, altered); 
1400 Van Ness (1916-1922; extant); and 1100-1128 Van Ness (1923-1930; altered).  Sometimes they 
sold cars through dealerships, most notably that of Earle C. Anthony at 1400 Van Ness.  At other times, 
Reo leased a building, hired a local manager, and sold cars directly to the public.  This was its method 
for two years at 1600-1628 Van Ness, at 1100 Van Ness, and at 1001 Polk Street. 
 
Reo quit making automobiles in 1936 and ended its occupancy of this building in that year.  Afterward 
the firm survived in other cities as a manufacturer of trucks. 
 
After 1936 
 
When Reo left this building it became devoted to a number of governmental uses.  It was the City and 
County Public Welfare Department #1 from 1938 into the early 1940s; the U. S. War Assets office in 
1948; the U. S. Department of State, Division of Security field office in 1953; and is currently a 
homeless shelter owned by the city. 
 
Integrity 
 
All of the window sash and the entrances in this building have been altered, but the exterior is otherwise 
intact.  Overall, the building retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, 
feeling, and association. 
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 


(Continued on next page.) 
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Evaluation (continued from page 5): 
 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
Completed in 1913, this is an early example of an automobile showroom.  With 23 years of such use in 
its history, it has good longevity in this use.  These facts, along with the building’s good integrity, would 
be sufficient to make it significant for its history as an auto showroom. 
 
In addition, the automobile brand that was initially sold in this building, Pierce-Arrow (during 1913-
1930), was exceptionally important in the United States.  This was by far the most important building in 
San Francisco where Pierce-Arrows were sold, and is the only one still standing with good integrity. 
 
The subsequent brand sold here, Reo, was also nationally important.  This building is one of two Reo 
showrooms in San Francisco that still stand with good integrity, although the other building, at 1400 
Van Ness Avenue, is more important in Reo’s history than this one is. 
 
For these reasons, the building appears to be eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources 
under Criterion 1, at the local level, for its use as an automobile showroom.  The Period of Significance 
under this criterion is 1913-1936, the years the building had this use. 
 
William F. Culberson was the president or manager of the S.F. branch of a major auto brand, the George 
N. Pierce Co. and the Pierce-Arrow Motor Co., from an early date in its history through the end of its 
independent existence (1907-1930).  Though little else is known of him, this seems sufficient to 
demonstrate his importance in the history of the city’s automobile industry.  Accordingly, this building 
appears to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 2 for its association with Culberson. 
The Period of Significance under this criterion is 1913-1930, the years he worked in this building. 
 
Architecturally, this building is an outstanding example of the Classical Revival style as applied to an 
automobile showroom.  It is also one of the most important buildings by architect John Galen Howard 
outside of his institutional work for the University of California.  Thus, this building appears to be 
eligible for the California Register under Criterion 3, for its design by Howard.  The Period of 
Significance under this criterion is 1912-1913, the years the building was constructed. 
 
Character defining features 
 
The character defining features of this building are its height, its width along both facades, the scored 
stucco surface, the shape of the chamfered corner at Geary and Polk, the main cornice with its paneled 
and leaf-decorated soffit, the various moldings of the entablature, the words “Pierce-Arrow” in both 
friezes, the secondary cornices with their moldings, the fluted pilasters in the upper stories, the short 
pilasters in the second story or mezzanine, and the slightly projecting base of the building. 
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Historic photos of this building.  From Architect and Engineer, January 1915. 
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Newspaper photo of public welfare recipients in front of 1001 Polk in 1938, protesting a decrease in 
their benefits.  This was the Polk Street side of the building.  San Francisco Public Library, photo 
#AAK-0613. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   3      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  1043-1045 Polk Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):          Blass Machine Works shop  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address     1045 Polk Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 694, lot 2 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP8 –  industrial building_________                    _________  


This one-story-plus-mezzanine, reinforced concrete commercial building fills the width of its 20-foot 
wide lot.  The surface of the building is coated in stucco.  At the top of the building is a curving 
parapet with square ends that imparts a faintly Mission Revival feeling.  Within the area of the 
parapet is a plaster shield with leafy swags.  Below this are a plain cornice that is shallow in its 
depth, a blank frieze, and a rope molding.  Paneled end piers frame the composition of the building 
below the rope molding.  Two windows with replacement metal sash can be found in the mezzanine 
level, and similar metal framing or sash is employed in the first story for the storefront windows and 
entrance.  To the left of the storefront is a replacement door to the mezzanine level. 


 
*P4.  Resources Present:            Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District    Other 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 


 
 


(View, date, accession #) 
View looking west  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1924; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
LAI CHUNG SUM  
337 18TH AVE 
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94121  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  October 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  
P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite 
survey report.)     William Kostura.  
Van Ness Auto Row Support 
Structures.  San Francisco 


Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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Page   2    of   3      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)      1043-1045 Polk Street  
B1. Historic Name:  Blass Machine Works shop  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use: machine shop      B4.  Present Use:  restaurant  
*B5. Architectural Style:  blend of Classical Revival and Mission Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1924.  Window openings and storefront altered at an unknown date. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:    none  b. Builder:  Kiernan and O’Brien  
*B10. Significance:  Theme   automobile industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance    n/a  Property Type    machine shop  Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1924 for owner R. J. O’Brien as an investment.  The intended use, according 
to the original building permit, was as a machine shop, and the building did indeed have this use for its 
first thirteen years.  The first occupant was Ralph Blass, who named his business Blass Machine 
Works and remained here from 1924-1937.  His city directory listings reveal that he was a general 
machinist, but specialized to some degree in automotive machinist work.  He advertised in 1927 that he 
did cylinder grinding and disc wheel straightening in addition to other machine work.  In 1924 he was 
one of dozens of machinists in San Francisco, but one of only three in the study area (on or near Van 
ness Avenue), and this indicates that he sought out machinist jobs related to automobile repair. 
 
Subsequent auto repair or service shops in this building included Dependable Automotive Service Co. 
(1940), I. C. Malmburg auto repair (1945-1948), Jim’s Body Shop (1953), and Jack Underwood auto 
upholstery (1964). 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #124033 (Feb. 15, 1924), filed under “1041 Polk” 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1924-1964 
1929 Sanborn insurance map (“machine shop”) 
1948 Sanborn insurance map (“auto repair”) 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  October 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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History (continued) 
 
In sum, a machine shop with some specialty in automotive work occupied this building for thirteen 
years, and other auto repair shops were here for at least seven years through 1964, for a total of at least 
twenty years of such occupancy. 
 
Integrity 
 
The wall surfaces of this building are mostly unaltered, but the window and entrance openings, 
including almost the entire first story, have been altered.  In sum, this building retains integrity of 
location and setting, while integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association have 
been moderately or greatly diminished. 
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
Completed in 1924, this is a moderately early example of a machine shop with some specialty in 
automotive work.  With 13 years of such use in its history, it has moderate longevity in this use.  It has a 
total of at least 20 years of machine shop and auto repair use in its history through 1964, for good 
longevity.  Because the first and longest-term occupant, Blass Machine Works, did general machine 
work as well as automotive machine work, the early automotive history of this building is diluted.  
When the diminished integrity of the building is also considered, it appears that this building does not 
appear to be eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources under Criterion 1. 
 
As one of very many machinists in San Francisco during the 1920s-1930s, Ralph Blass does not appear 
to have special significance in his field, his automotive specialty notwithstanding.  Accordingly, this 
building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 2. 
 
Architecturally, this building is very modest, and lacks good integrity.  It thus does not appear to be 
eligible for the California Register under Criterion 3. 
 








State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   3      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  652 Polk Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):        George H. Gallineau auto parts store  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    652 Polk Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 741, lot 9 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a one-story, concrete commercial building that fills its 27’-6” wide by 82’-6” deep lot.  The 
façade of the building is covered with a coat of stucco that, in the upper level, is scored to resemble 
masonry.  Two storefronts occupy the lower part of the building.  The one to the right, at 652 Polk, 
has wooden window frames and a paneled wooden door and could be original.  The one to the left, at 
652A Polk, is not original and fills what was probably once a vehicle entrance.  A transom stretches 
across the top of both of these storefronts and is divided by muntins into many lights. 
 
The top of the building takes the form of a gabled parapet.  Within the tip of the gable is a 
classically-styled shield ornament.  Beneath this is a boldly-scaled cornice whose peaked shape 
reflects that of the parapet above.  This cornice is decorated with a course of leafy molding. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP8 – industrial building_________                    _________  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking east  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1920; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
J KESTER DIMENT II TRUST  
171 OAK SHADOW DR  
SANTA ROSA CA  95409  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  September 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   3      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  652 Polk Street  
B1. Historic Name:  George H. Gallineau auto parts store  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  auto repair  B4.  Present Use:  restaurant and laundromat  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Classical Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1920. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   William Helbing  b. Builder:  William Helbing  
*B10. Significance:  Theme  auto industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   n/a  Property Type   auto repair shop  Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1920 for owner A. J. Helbing.  No architect or builder was listed on the 
building permit, but the permit was signed by William Helbing, and the plans were said to be “by 
owner.”  William Helbing was a prolific builder who designed and owned many of the buildings he 
built; he was almost certainly both the designer and builder of this building. 
 
This building had a mostly automobile-related history for its first 22 years.  It was initially occupied by 
automobile repair shops.  Their proprietors included “Harris” (first name unknown; 1922); Shannon 
and Willard (1925); and James F. Waters (1926-1928).  Waters later became a prominent auto dealer in 
San Francisco, selling DeSoto and Plymouth from 1930-1963, and Buicks after that date. 
 


(See Continuation Sheet, page 3.) 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #94978 (Sept. 18, 1920), at S. F. Building Inspection 


Dept., 1660 Mission Street 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1922-1953 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  September 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   3      Resource Identifier:    652 Polk Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    September 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
History (continued) 
 
Next, this building became the garage of the Luxor Cab Co. (1929-1932).  It then returned to brief use as 
an auto repair shop, that of D&D Motor Service (1933-1934).  The next occupant was here the longest 
of any of the auto-related uses; that was the George H. Gallineau Company’s auto parts store (1935-
1942).  They sold Stehr piston rings and Winfield carburetors, among other products. 
 
A 1945 building permit documents the removal of the garage doors and the new use of the building as a 
warehouse and office.  Independent (or Industrial) Tape Corporation occupied the building for the next 
eight years, at least. 
 
To summarize, this building had about seven years of use as an automobile repair shop and eight years 
of use as an auto parts store, for a total of fifteen years of automobile-related use.  This is not counting 
its four years of use as a taxicab garage. 
 
Integrity 
 
The lower part of this building has mostly been altered, but the upper portion is intact.  Overall the 
building retains integrity of location, materials, workmanship, setting, and feeling.  Integrity of design is 
diminished, and integrity of association (for its automobile use) is lost, by the filling in of the vehicle 
entrance.   
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
The earliest known automobile use of this building was in 1922, a moderately early date.  With about 15 
years of such use in its history, it has moderate longevity in this use.  Given these facts, and the fact that 
the vehicle entrance has been filled in, this building does not appear to be eligible for the California 
Register of Historical Resources under Criterion 1.  An proprietor here, James F. Waters, was later an 
important auto dealer, but a building where he sold DeSoto and Plymouth automobiles from 1930-1934, 
at 550 Van Ness, survives, and so this building does not appear to be eligible under Criterion 2. 
 
Architecturally, this building has a dramatic parapet and cornice, but is otherwise modest.  Many 
buildings by William Helbing survive that are much better than this one is, and thus this building does 
not appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 3. 








State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   5      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder) 1932-1950 Polk Street/1567 Pacific Ave. 
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):  Merwin, Holtzen, and Fiora auto repair shop  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address     1932-1950 Polk Street/1567 Pacific Avenue     City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 596, lot 24 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This property occupies a 136’-6” x 127’-8” lot at the southeast corner of Pacific Avenue and Polk Street.  The 
older of the two buildings on this lot is reinforced concrete in structure and was built as two wings that meet 
in the rear.  One of these is one story in height, and faces Pacific Avenue, and the other is two stories, facing 
Polk Street.  The land in the angle between these two wings remains largely open, as a parking lot, but a sliver 
of this area is filled in with a wood-frame building devoted to retail use.  That structure crowds against the 
Pacific Avenue wing, leaving a large area devoted to parking.  The description below pertains to the older, 
reinforced concrete building of two wings. 
 
Each wing is faced in stucco and is topped by a stepped parapet.  The Pacific Avenue façade is divided into 
four bays, three containing windows and the other, an entrance.  These bays are defined by plain piers.  The 
Polk Street façade is divided into three bays and is roughly symmetrical.  Both wings are devoid of ornament 
or style features other than the stepped parapets. 


(See Continuation Sheet, page 2.) 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  __HP8 –  industrial building_________                    _________  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking southeast  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
ca. 1930-1931; building permits  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
KSW PROPERTIES  
244 CALIFORNIA ST 
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94111  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  November 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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Description (continued): 
 
Most windows in this building have original industrial steel sash with concrete sills.  In the Pacific Avenue wing 
these include one industrial steel sash window to the left of the entrance and two to the right of the entrance.  In 
the Polk Street wing such windows are found: in the second story of the main façade, in all three bays; in the first 
story of the main façade, in the far right bay; and finally, in the north façade (facing the parking area), where most 
windows are of this type.  There are also three wood sash windows in the main façade of the Polk Street wing; all 
are in the first story, and all appear to be original.  They include windows of six large lights to either side of the 
main entrance (in the middle bay), and a large storefront window in the bay at left. 
 
The two main entrances, one in each wing, each have doors with modern metal frames.  The secondary entrance 
in the Polk Street wing has a wooden door with full-length glazing. 


 


 
 


 
 


Top photo:  Façade of the Pacific Avenue wing.  Bottom photo:  Façade of the Polk Street wing. 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   3    of   5      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  


*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 1932-1950 Polk Street/1567 Pacific Avenue 
B1. Historic Name:  Merwin, Holtzen, and Fiora auto repair shop  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:    auto repair shop       B4.  Present Use:  retail shops  
*B5. Architectural Style:  no style details; early-mid 20th century industrial  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 


Built ca. 1930-1931.  Wooden structure added before 1948.  Gas station structure removed at an unknown date.  Modern 
metal doors added to each wing more recently. 


 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
B9a. Engineer:   Thomas H. Brown  b. Builder:  Standard Oil Company  
*B10. Significance:  Theme  auto industry  Area     San Francisco  
 Period of Significance    __n/a_____       Property Type __auto repair shop____         Applicable Criteria     n/a___     
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This is the second automobile-related building to occupy this site.  The first was an inexpensive one-story wood-
framed garage built in 1906 for the Bothin Real Estate Co.  It had wood siding on the two street fronts and 
galvanized iron siding elsewhere.  It was known as the Pacific Garage through 1918 and by 1921 had become 
the auto repair shop of George S. Merwin and Otto A. Holtzen.  This building stood through the year 1929. 
 
The present structure was most likely built during 1930-1931 by the Standard Oil Company, which was both the 
owner and builder, to designs by its engineer, Thomas H. Brown.  The 1948 Sanborn map shows the current 
two-winged concrete structure; the adjoining wooden shed; and, near the NW corner of the lot, a small, open-
sided L-shaped structure, probably of steel, that is no longer standing.  The large concrete building was labeled 
“auto service – body and fender works” (in the north wing) and “auto painting” (in the east wing); the wooden 
shed was labeled “washing and oiling” and “battery shop”; and the now-vanished L-shaped structure was 
labeled “oil and gas.” 


(See Continuation Sheet, page 4.) 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permits #189791 and #189792 (both December 2, 1930; 


one for a steel building; both filed under “1950 Polk”) 
Building permits of 1906, 1945 and 1957 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, PT&T reverse directory 


and yellow pages listings for occupants, 1918-1964 
1948 Sanborn insurance map (auto service, body & fender, gas st’n) 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  November 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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History (continued) 
 
The first occupants of the new building were none other than George S. Merwin and Otto A. Holtzen, 
who had occupied the earlier wood-framed building owned by Bothin Real Estate.  By 1938 they added 
a third partner, James Fiora, and became known as Merwin, Holtzen, and Fiora.  The partners ran an 
auto repair shop as well as a gas station here for 27 years, through 1958.  Their ad in the 1939 yellow 
pages state that they performed automotive service and reconstruction, repairing, painting, ignition 
work, washing, greasing, polishing and towing.  They specialized in repair of Cadillac, LaSalle, Buick, 
Olds, and Chevrolet.  
 
The use of this property as a gas station is documented by telephone yellow pages of 1931 and later 
years, the 1948 Sanborn insurance map, and building permits of 1945 and 1957.  By 1955 the partners 
sold Chevron gas (successor to Standard Oil), and it is likely they sold Standard Oil gasoline from the 
beginning.  The yellow pages make clear, however, that this was an independent service station, not an 
official Standard Oil gas station, of which there were 66 in San Francisco by 1946. 
 
During these years other businesses also occupied a small storefront in the Polk Street wing, e.g. Dave’s 
Radio Shop (in 1940-1942) and Penny’s Pet Shop (in 1953-1958). 
 
After Merwin, Holtzen and Fiora left this building its space was divided among two different auto-
related businesses: the repair shop of an auto dealer (the Reynold C. Johnson service department in 
1961, and Van Ness Oldsmobile’s service department in 1964), and a gas station named Walt and 
Larry’s Chevron station. 
 
Very few pre-World War II gasoline service stations survive in San Francisco.  1932-1950 Polk 
Street/1567 Pacific Avenue should not count as one of them, because the corner structure where gas was 
sold no longer stands.  This building can evoke its history as an auto repair shop since ca. 1931, but not 
as a gas station. 
 
Integrity 
 
The reinforced concrete building is little altered; its two modern metal doors are, for an unadorned 
industrial building of this type, minor changes.  The wood shed adjoining the north wing is probably not 
original to 1931 but was in place by 1948.  In sum, the building, when considered as an auto repair shop,  
retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling and association.  Because 
of the removal of the small corner structure where gas was dispensed the property has lost its ability to 
evoke its history as a gas station. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
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CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   5    of   5      Resource Identifier: 1932-1950 Polk Street/1567 Pacific Avenue   
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    November 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as auto-
mobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according to the 
criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings were 
auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto painting 
shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry in San 
Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a building are 
its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in local auto 
industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to evaluations of 
buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-1964. 
 
Completed in 1931, this is a moderately late example of an automobile repair shop and gas station.  With 
33 years of such uses in its history (through 1964), it has excellent longevity in these uses.  While the 
building’s history as an auto repair shop is high, its integrity as a gas station has been lost.  This fact, and 
the moderately late construction date, should probably be considered as outweighing the longevity of 
auto repair use in this building.  For these reasons, this property does not appear to be eligible for the 
California Register of Historical Resources under Criterion 1. 
 
Merwin, Holtzen, and Fiora occupied this property for 27 years, and the previous building on this site 
for another decade, but other than that are not known to have been important in their field. Accordingly, 
this building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 2. 
 
This building is almost devoid of architectural interest.  Its L-shaped plan, with a large area for auto 
maneuvering between the two wings, is a design feature of some historical interest, but by itself is not 
sufficient to distinguish this property.  Accordingly, this building does not appear to be eligible for the 
California Register under Criterion 3. 
 


 
 


Drawing made from the 1948 Sanborn insurance map 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   5      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  1033-1037 Polk Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):   Frank M. Cobbledick and Consolidated Sales Co. auto parts stores         
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address     1033-1037 Polk Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 694, lot 3 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP6 –  two-story commercial building_________                    _________  


This two-story-plus-mezzanine reinforced concrete commercial building fills the width of its 40-foot by 55-foot lot at the 
northwest corner of Polk and Cedar streets.  The surface of the building is clad in stucco, and ornamentation is Classical 
Revival in style.  At the top of the building are a low parapet, a profiled cornice, a course of dentils, and a frieze filled 
with shields and swags within a paneled border.  Flanking this panel, at the edges of the building, are larger shields 
placed over the building’s rusticated end piers.  Another stretch of swags can be found in the paneled spandrel between 
the mezzanine and second story.  The bulkhead across the bottom of the building is clad in black tiles that may be early 
but probably are not original. 
 
Windows in the second story are divided by muntins into smaller lights (across the top) and larger lights (across the 
bottom).  The sash for the smaller lights are original, while sash for the larger lights may be non-original.  Windows in 
the mezzanine and first story have wooden frames and muntins and appear to be original. The mezzanine windows are 
divided by an elaborate grid of muntins into many lights.  Windows in the first story are divided into transoms and larger 
areas below.  Finally, windows in the Cedar Street elevation have non-original steel frames. 


 
*P4.  Resources Present:            Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District    Other 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 


 
 


(View, date, accession #) 
View looking west  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1920; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
CASE & ABST FMLY REVOC 
INTE 
1033 POLK ST  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94109  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  October 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  
P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite 
survey report.)     William Kostura.  
Van Ness Auto Row Support 


Structures.  San Francisco Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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The photo from page one is printed here in larger format for greater ease of reading. 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   3    of   5      *NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 1033-1037 Polk Street  
B1. Historic Name:  Frank M. Cobbledick and Consolidated Sales Co. auto parts stores  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use: auto parts stores      B4.  Present Use:  offices  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Classical Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1920.  Some window sash altered at an unknown date. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:    Arthur S. Bugbee  b. Builder:  unknown  
*B10. Significance:  Theme   automobile industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance    1920-1933  Property Type    auto parts store  Applicable Criteria   1, 3  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


Construction, and the architect, Arthur S. Bugbee 
 
This building was built in 1920 as an investment for owner O’Brien and Kiernan Realty Co.  The architect was 
Arthur S. Bugbee, the last in a line of four Bugbee architects.  His grandfather and uncle were Samuel C. and 
Charles S. Bugbee, who as S. C. Bugbee and Son were prominent through the 1860s and 1870s as designers of 
institutional buildings and fine residences, including four of the Nob Hill mansions.  His older brother, Maxwell 
G. Bugbee, designed many Shingle style and other rustic houses in San Francisco, Alameda, and Marin County 
during 1889-1910s.  Arthur S. Bugbee apprenticed with architects Albert Sutton, E. J. Vogel, Welsh and Carey, 
and his brother Maxwell before practicing on his own during 1910-1927.  His solo works include principally 
small and medium-sized commercial and industrial buildings.  He is best known for numerous fine residences in 
the East Bay that he designed with Will Schirmer, as the Shirmer-Bugbee Company, during 1915-1926, 
concurrently with his solo practice in San Francisco.  Within the study area of this report he also designed a fine 
public garage, at 1725 Sacramento Street, in 1923. 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit # 92676 (May 1, 1920; filed under 1031 Polk) 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1921-1964 
1929 Sanborn insurance map (“stores”, “auto” in rear) 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  October 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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History (continued) 
 
Occupants of the building 
 
This building was built with two storefronts, and both of them were occupied by auto parts stores during 
the early years of this building.  The storefront to the south, now #1033 (originally #1031), was occupied 
by Frank M. Cobbledick during 1920-1933.  Cobbledick dealt in automotive and industrial ball bearings, 
at various times representing the Bantam Ball Bearing Company, Federal Bearing Company, and SRB 
Bearing Agency.  He was one of four ball bearing dealers in San Francisco in 1921, and apparently (it 
appears from classified listings in city directories) was one of the two main dealers.  His business was 
generally listed in directories under Auto Accessories, so it is possible he sold other items besides ball 
bearings. 
 
The storefront to the north, now #1037 (originally #1035), was occupied by Consolidated Sales 
Company, dealers in general auto parts, during 1920-1931.  This was one of very many auto parts 
dealers in San Francisco during these years. 
 
The 1929 Sanborn insurance map shows this building as having two storefronts at the front of the 
building and a separate area in the rear marked “autos.”  It may be that one of the stores – perhaps more 
likely Cobbledick’s ball bearings store – offered the service of installing the parts they sold to 
customers. 
 
In sum, this building held auto supplies stores of two different types – ball bearings, and general auto 
supplies – for eleven years, during 1920-1931, with the former continuing to 1933 (thirteen years). 
 
The best example of an auto parts store in the study area, by far, is 730 Polk Street, which held a very 
important store of this type, Chanslor and Lyon, from 1922-1966.  By contrast, other auto parts 
businesses in San Francisco were smaller and had much briefer longevity in a given location.  The next 
three surviving buildings in importance for their history as auto parts stores are: 1430-1480 Van Ness 
Avenue, which held four different auto parts dealers in its various storefronts during 1912-1930; 1522-
1524 Bush, which held a wholesale auto parts house during 1916-1928; and this building.  Of these four, 
the integrity of 1430-1480 Van Ness has suffered the most over the years, while the other three buildings 
retain high integrity.  1033-1037 Polk, then, ranks as the second or third best example of this building 
type in the study area. 
 
After 1933 this building, 1033-1037 Polk, was occupied by mostly non-automotive uses.  The 
Chauffeurs Association of California occupied #1037 briefly in ca. 1938.  Other uses include a vending 
machine company (1938), a fluorescent lighting company (1940), an outboard motors company (1946-
1964), and a dental products office (1946-1964). 
 
Integrity 
 
The only apparent alterations include possibly new window sash in the second story, new window sash 
in the Cedar Street elevation, and black tiles on the bulkhead at the bottom of the building.  In sum, this 
building retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.   
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Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
Completed in 1920, this is a moderately early example of an automobile parts and supplies store.  With 
thirteen years of such use in its history, it has moderate longevity in this use.  When compared to other 
buildings in the study area that housed auto supplies stores, this building ranks as one of the three most 
important, although far behind one of them, 730 Polk, in importance.  For these reasons, and because of 
the building’s high integrity, this building appears to be eligible for the California Register of Historical 
Resources under Criterion 1, at the local level, for its use as an automobile parts and supplies store.  The 
Period of Significance under this criterion is 1920-1933, the years the building had this use. 
 
Little information regarding Frank Cobbledick or the owners of by Consolidated Sales Company is 
available beyond the outline given in city directories.  None is known to have been individually 
significant in his field.  Accordingly, this building does not appear to be eligible for the California 
Register under Criterion 2. 
 
Architecturally, this building is conventional in its design, yet also richly detailed, with a pleasing 
composition.  The use of muntins in the mezzanine windows is particularly effective in adding texture 
and patterning to the façade.  For these reasons this building appear to be eligible for the California 
Register under Criterion 3, for its Classical Revival design. The Period of Significance under this 
criterion is 1920, the year the building was built. 
 
Character defining features 
 
The character defining features of this building are its height and width; the stucco surface of the façade; 
the parapet, cornice, course of dentils, and the frieze with its plaster ornament; the rusticated end piers; 
the spandrel with ornament between the two stories; and all wooden muntins and window frames.  The 
metal window sash and the black tiles over the bulkhead are not contributing features. 
 





