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DEMOGRAPHICS

POLK STREET EXISTING CONDITIONS 

DEMOGRAPHICS

RACE / BACKGROUND CITYWIDE POLK STREET

White 48% 53%

Black 6% 4%

Asian 33% 33%

Native American / Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 1% 0.4%

Other / Two or More 11% 9%

% Latino 15% 14%

Male / Female Ratio 51/49% 53/47%

Foreign Born 36% 39%

Linguistic Isolated Households 14% 16%

AGE
Under 5 4% 3%

5 to 17 9% 5%

18 to 34 30% 38%

35 to 59 37% 34%

60 and over 19% 20%

HOUSEHOLDS
Family Households 44% 15%

Single-Person Households 39% 36%

Non-Family Households 17% 43%

Average Household Size 2.3 1.7

Average Family Household Size 3.1 2.8

INCOME
Median Family Household Income $86,670  $56,862

Per Capita Income $45,478  $48,204 

% Poverty 12% 17%

Unemployment 7.0% 7%

EDUCATION
High School or Less 29% 32%

Some College / AA Degree 20% 19%

College Degree 31% 33%

Post Graduate 20% 17%

HOUSING
Renting Households 62% 42%

Rental Vacancy Rate 3.4% 5.8%

Median Rent  $1,260  $1,067 

HOUSING TYPE
Single Family Housing 33% 2%

2 - 4 Units 21% 6%

5 - 9 Units 10% 8%

10 units or more 35% 83%

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS

40,135 
vs. 345,810 Citywide

NO. OF HOUSING UNITS

27,286
vs. 376,940 Citywide

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD 
INCOME

$50,157
vs. $71,420 Citywide

POPULATION

41,390
vs. 805,240 Citywide

POPULATION DENSITY

84    per acre

vs. 27 Citywide

MEDIAN AGE

37.4
vs. 38.5 Citywide

EDUCATION

A fairly even percentage of college 
graduates or less.

UNEMPLOYMENT 

7%
vs. 7% Citywide

RESIDENTIAL DENSITY

55
   
units 
per acre

vs. 12 Citywide

POLK STREET DEMOGRAPHICS

Funded by 2011 Road Repaving and Street Safety Bond

Source: American Community Survey 2007-2011 Sample & Census 2010 SF1

FROM MCALLISTER STREET TO UNION STREET
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POLK STREET TODAY 

Polk Street serves an important transportation function for the City. 
Census data, technical analysis and our observations highlight the 
different modes that people use and the conditions they face.  

•   Polk Street is the designated street for Muni bus line #19 which 
connects to BART as well as many other Muni lines. 

•  Polk Street is flatter and has less traffic than nearby parallel streets, 
making it the only north-south bicycle route in this area of the City.  

•  The number of people walking along Polk Street is comparable to     
    Valencia Street in the Mission and Irving Street in the Inner Sunset.  

•   Polk Street between Sacramento Street and Market Street is a high 
pedestrian injury corridor. These corridors account for 6% of City 
streets and 60% of severe and fatal injuries. 

•    Polk Street south of California Street has three times the number of 
pedestrian and bicycle injury collisions than Polk Street north  
of California.   

•  Polk is a thriving neighborhood commercial district. 

•  Commercial deliveries and double parking sometimes block traffic, 
busses and people on bicycles.

RACE / BACKGROUND CITYWIDE POLK STREET

White 48% 53%

Black 6% 4%

Asian 33% 33%

Native American / Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 1% 0.4%

Other / Two or More 11% 9%

% Latino 15% 14%

Male / Female Ratio 51/49% 53/47%

Foreign Born 36% 39%

Linguistic Isolated Households 14% 16%

AGE
Under 5 4% 3%

5 to 17 9% 5%

18 to 34 30% 38%

35 to 59 37% 34%

60 and over 19% 20%

HOUSEHOLDS
Family Households 44% 15%

Single-Person Households 39% 36%

Non-Family Households 17% 43%

Average Household Size 2.3 1.7

Average Family Household Size 3.1 2.8

INCOME
Median Family Household Income $86,670  $56,862

Per Capita Income $45,478  $48,204 

% Poverty 12% 17%

Unemployment 7.0% 7%

EDUCATION
High School or Less 29% 32%

Some College / AA Degree 20% 19%

College Degree 31% 33%

Post Graduate 20% 17%

JOURNEY TO WORK CITYWIDE POLK STREET

Drive Alone 83% 42%

Transit 3.4% 5.8%

Bike

Walk  $1,260  $1,067 

JOURNEY TO WORK CITYWIDE POLK STREET

Walk 11% 26%

Bike 3% 3%

Transit 35% 46%

Carpool 17% 4%

Drive Alone 83% 21%

% OF HOUSEHOLDS 
WITHOUT A CAR 

38%

POLK STREET DEMOGRAPHICS

vs. 30% Citywide

Funded by 2011 Road Repaving and Street Safety Bond
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JOURNEY TO WORK & ACCESS TO VEHICLES


