
http://greenconnections.sfplanning.org

PROJECT OVERVIEW & CONTEXT

WHAT IS THIS PROJECT?
Green Connections will result in a Citywide network of green streets 
that can be built over time, improving pedestrian and bicycle access to 
parks, open space and the waterfront; reducing stormwater runoff; and 
enhancing wildlife habitat on city streets. At the end of the project, three 
products will be developed. These products will provide the framework to 
secure funding and implement Green Connections. 

 ~ A Citywide map of Green Connections 

 ~ A design toolkit of intersection and block treatments 

 ~ Concept designs in six neighborhoods.

WHO IS INVOLVED?
Green Connections is a public collaboration led by the San Francisco 
Planning Department, San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, San 
Francisco Department of Public Health, The San Francisco Department of 
the Environment, The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, The Port 
of San Francisco and the Mayor’s Office of Housing. The City Agencies 
have partnered with three community based organizations: San Francisco 
Parks Alliance, Walk San Francisco, and Nature in the City. The project is 
being funded by a grant from the California Sustainable Growth Council.

G
 
 
 
reen Connections 

will increase access to 
parks, open space and 
the waterfront, by re-
envisioning City streets 
and paths as ‘green 
connectors’. These streets 
will be designed to make 
it easier and safer for 
people and wildlife to 
connect to recreational 
amenities.

RELATED CITY 
DOCUMENTS AND 
POLICIES

Green Connections builds on several 
City efforts related to street design, 
open space and sustainability. These 
plans collectively describe a set of 
strategies for how to improve our 
City streets for walking and bicycling, 
improve access to the City’s parks 
and open spaces, and improve 
the ecological function of our 
streets. These documents provide a 
foundation and starting point for the 
Green Connections project.

Mission Bay street grid 
under construction. 

Estimated completion 
date is 2013.

Green Connectors
to Daly City BART

Bay Trail Extension
to East Bay

Bay Trail / 
Ridge Trail
Extensions

to Marin
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Proposed Open Space or 
Open Space Improvements

Existing Open Space

Revitalize Underused Spaces

Planned Green Connector

Ceremonial (Civic) Streets

Potential Green Connector

Ridge Trail

Areas with Potential
Living Streets or Alleys

Planned Signature 
Open Space

Potential Signature
Open Space

Proposed New Nodes/
Destinations

Enhanced Stairways

Creek System - Daylighting

Waterfront Corridor

Existing Bay Trail

Proposed Bay Trail Extension

Cross-town Trail

1 Mile0.5I

VERSION DATE:  MAY 2009

A VISION FOR SAN FRANCISCO’S

OPEN SPACE

LEGEND

A VISION FOR OPEN SPACE

The map above sets forth the City’s long term goals over the next 100 years of 
what the City’s ideal open space network should look like. This vision includes 
preliminary concepts for a network of ’green connections’. This project is intended 
to build on this concept. Map Soruce: Draft Recreation and Open Space Element.

STORMWATER DESIGN GUIDELINES

San Francisco’s stormwater ordinance requires new development 
disturbing 5,000 square feet or more of the ground surface to manage 
stormwater on-site. The Stormwater Design Guidelines outline ways to 
incorporate on-site stormwater management using low impact design 
(LID) strategies, also known as green infrastructure. Adopted 2010.

RECREATION AND OPEN 
SPACE ELEMENT

An Element of the City’s 
General Plan that provides a 20 
year vision and plan for open 
space in San Francisco. Update 
currently in draft form.

SAN FRANCISCO BICYCLE PLAN

A plan establishing the Citywide 
Bicycle network. The plan also includes 
a number of near-term improvements 
to specific bicycle routes. Adopted 
2009.

BLUE GREENWAY VISION AND 
ROADMAP TO IMPLEMENTATION

A Plan to create a 13-mile greenway 
network along the City’s Southeastern 
Waterfront.

BETTER STREETS PLAN

A set of standards, guidelines, and implementation strategies to 
govern how the City designs, builds, and maintains its pedestrian 
environment. The plan outlines specific design guidelines for a 
variety of streets types. Adopted 2010.

WALKFIRST, MAP OF KEY WALKING STREETS

Key Walking Streets are characterized as having high pedestrian activity factors, 
and illustrate where people are walking or would likely walk if the conditions 
were better. These streets are in close proximity to pedestrian generators 
(schools, parks, tourist activities and shopping districts), and are also located 
in areas where there might be more dependence on walking as a means of 
transportation, due to demographics, street slope, and/or limited access to 
transit or private automobiles. Currently in draft form.

SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING
DEPARTMENT

Mayor’s Office on 
Disability
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ADOPTED BY  THE  SAN FRANCISCO BOARD 
OF  SUPERVISORS ON DECEMBER 7 ,  2010

stormwaterdesignguidelinesSAN FRANCISCO

   

 

 

 JUNE 26, 2009 

RECREATION  
& OPEN SPACE 
ELEMENT
REVISED DRAFT
AN ELEMENT OF THE GENERAL PLAN  
OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

JUNE 2011 | SAN FRANCISCO PLANNING DEPARTMENT

BLUE GREENWAY

TASK FORCE
�

Vision
and Roadmap to
Implementation

F I N A L  R E P O R T   |   O C T O B E R  2 0 1 1

I M P R O V I N G  S A F E T Y  &  W A L K I N G  C O N D I T I O N S
I N  S A N  F R A N C I S C O

Green Connections   
PROJECT TIMELINE

2011 2012 2013
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Develop Outreach Strategy and 
Materials

OPEN HOUSE 
Kick-Off (Feb. 15th)

OPEN HOUSE 
What We Heard (Oct 3rd)

HEARING 
Planning Commission

On-line Survey

 
Participatory Events

Define Green Connections;  
Characteristics of Green Connections;  
Map Citywide Network

Focus on 6 Neighborhoods: 
Concept Designs;  
More detailed designs for demonstration projects

Series of meetings with 6 
Neighborhoods: 
Maintain web forums of Citywide participation; 
More detailed designs for demonstration projects

Project goals 6 concept designsOutreach tools, 
including online 
survey, website, 

and videos
Outreach Strategy

Transportation 
Analysis

Network map

Definition

Illustrated design 
typology options

Project 
documents and 
implementation 

strategy

Citywide   Neighborhood Specific

Transportation Analysis
Implementation Document

Pulbic Comment on Draft 
Network & Design Toolkit

A GREEN CONNECTION 
IS A SPECIAL STREET 
TYPE THAT PEOPLE 
WILL GO OUT OF 

THEIR WAY TO ENJOY 
BECAUSE IT WILL:

HOW CAN I GET 
INVOLVED?
The project team is hosting many 
public events to engage communities 
in developing Green Connections.

 ~ Visit the project website:  
http://greenconnections.
sfplanning.org

 ~ Join the project mailing list: 
http://signup.sfplanning.org

 ~ Participate in upcoming events: 
Visit the project website. 

 ~ Follow us on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/
greenconnections.sf

WHAT IS THE TIME 
FRAME?
The project is funded by a Sustainable 
Communities Planning Grant from the 
State of California Strategic Growth 
Council. The project will run for two 
years.

 ~ Year 1 (Winter 2011 - Fall 2012)  
Define and develop a citywide Network 
of Green Connections.

 ~ Year 1 (Winter 2011 - Fall 2012) 
Develop a design toolkit of intersection 
and block treatments that can be applied 
to future Green Connections

 ~ Year 2 (Winter 2012 - Fall 2013) 
Design a Green Connection in six 
neighborhoods: Bayview-Hunters Point, 
Chinatown, Potrero Hill, Tenderloin, 
Visitacion Valley, and Western Addition.

PROMOTE 
STEWARDSHIP AND 

PLACEMAKING

ENCOURAGE AND 
SUPPORT ACTIVE 
TRANSPORTATION

ENHANCE URBAN 
ECOLOGY


