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What is a Green Connection? 

A Green Connection is a special 
street or path that connects people to 
parks and open spaces and 
enhances the ecology of the street 
environment.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Green Connection is a special street or path that connects people to parks and open spaces and enhances the ecology of the street environment. 





What is a Green Connection? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Green Connection could look differently depending on the location. ��Here are some examples�
A Residential street 
A Shared street
A Pedestrian path along the waterfront 
Trail



Encourage and 
Support Active 
Transportation 
 
Enhance Urban 
Ecology 
 
Promote 
Stewardship and 
Placemaking 

Key elements of Green Connections: 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Green Connections are characterized by three elements Active Transport, Urban Ecology and Placemaking and Stewardship. 

The design toolkit focuses on ways these streets could be designed to support these elements.



Green Connections Element:  
Active Transportation 

Hudson River, NYC 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an image of the Hudson River parkway in NYC. 
Active transportation could include running, walking, skateboarding, bicycling, and roller-blading, especially for children and seniors. 
Traffic calming, pedestrian amenities and bicycle facilities can encourage and support walking, jogging, or bicycling.




Green Connections Element: Urban Ecology 

Shotwell Street, 
Planted sidewalk 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An example of Urban Ecology,  Sidewalk greening along Shotwell Street

Enhance Urban Ecology, through tree planting, greening, and innovative on-site stormwater management. 

Goal is to create sustainable corridors can support habitat and enhance the City’s ecosystem.




Green Connections Element: Stewardship & Placemaking 

Quesada Gardens, 
Bayview 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An image of planted median along Quesda, a neighborhood initiative in Bayview organized by Quesada Gardens.
Promoting Stewardship and Placemaking would help to create a unique and distinct network. 
This could be achieved through wayfinding, special signage, art and public education, as well as providing space along the route for people to gather and  play.
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Project Overview  

YEAR 1: CITYWIDE FOCUS YEAR 2: NEIGHBORHOD FOCUS 

YEAR PROCESS 2 
PROJECT GOALS 

IMPROVE CONNECTIONS TO OPEN SPACE 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

AIR QUALITY 

SUSTAINABILITY 

CREATE HABITAT 

ECONOMIC JUSTICE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Green Connections is a long term planning project which sets high ambitions for some of our streets  
Planning for this project is funded through a two year grant from the CA strategic growth council. 
In the first year, we’ve had a citywide focus to develop a citywide network, and in the second year we are turning our attention to six neighborhoods. 
Overall this is a public health project to support and encourage people to use active transportation – walking, biking, jogging, roller blades to access parks.





Key Project Deliverables 

  A CITYWIDE MAP OF GREEN CONNECTIONS – DRAFT AVALIABLE 

  CONCEPTUAL DESIGNS IN FOCUS NEIGHBORHOODS 

  DESIGN TOOLKIT CONCEPTS – DRAFT AVALIABLE 

  IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are four main deliverables: 
Citywide map of green connections 
A design toolkit to guide the design. 
Concept designs in six focus neighborhoods 
An implementation plan



 
Project Team 
 
City Agencies 

Community  Partners 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a project of many city agencies and  three community partners. 

The project team has worked closely to develop the draft materials



Origin Myth 



Building on Existing Plans and Polices 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This project also builds on previous work including the Better Streets Plan, WalkFirst, the Recreation and Open Space Element, the Bike Plan and the Stormwater design guidelines.
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Year 1 Outreach Summary 

Goal: understand your route 
to the park & your vision for 
a green connection 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over the last year, we’ve hosted over 20 community events. The goal of this outreach has been to understand the route people take to the park and how people vision a green connection
 
The outreach began with a kick off meeting on February 15. We’ve partnered with Walk SF and Parks Alliance on a weekend walks, held Office Hours in neighborhoods, and we’ve been out at Sunday Streets.

On October 3rd, we held an open house to present the draft network and design toolkit, which I will discuss in more detail in a minute. 






Year 1 Outreach Summary 

What is your 
favorite park to 
visit? 
 
What do you like 
about your 
route? 
 
What barriers do 
you face? 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To understand the route people take to the park and the barriers they face. We asked people to draw on a map. 

This map shows routes that people like (in green) and dislike (in red). 



Year 1 Outreach Summary 

Example: Mid-block open paths in 
Balboa Terrace 

Example: Visitacion Valley Greenway 

Envisioning a Green Connection:  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also asked “how do you envision a green connection”

A few examples of streets that are like a green connection today include Visitacion Valley Greenway, The Wiggle, Alleys in Sunnyside, Mid-block open paths in Balboa Terrace





Year 1 Outreach Summary 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to the outreach events, an online survey was available from feb to june. We received feedback from over 400 participants. 

A few highlights from the survey….

Golden Gate Park is the park that people would visit the most and would like to visit more.
Trees were the attributes people would most like to see in a green connection.
Distance from home, fast moving cars and lack of bike facilities were identified as the top 3 barriers for not visiting a park more. 
For those that primarily walk to the park, the qualities that most influence their route include shortest route, feels safe and trees
For those that primarily bike to the park, the qualities that most influence their route include bike facilities, flattest route and shortest route
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Developing the DRAFT Network 

  AVOID CONFLICTS 

  BUILD ON OPPORTUNITIES 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The goal of this project is to improve connections to open space. 
To create a citywide network, we started off by looking at the best routes for walking, biking, stormwater and habitat.
We tired to build on opportunities: Include streets with low traffic volumes, low speeds, and near schools
And tried to avoid conflicts: busy streets, key muni routes and truck routes






DRAFT Green Connections Network 

25 Routes,  
140+ miles 
 
Route name 
includes a 
geographic start 
& end point and a 
target species. 
 
Special set of 
routes that people 
will go out of 
their way to use 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Green Connections Network is comprised of 25 Routes, represents 140+ miles
Each route has a name that includes a geographic start and end point and a target species.
This network is meant to be a special set of routes that people will go out of their way to use. 
Other city work on traffic calming, pedestrian amenities and bicycle amenities will be ongoing through other projects. 
This network builds on ideas generated through the community planning process as well as existing plans related to street design, open space and sustainability. 
While it is a complete network, not every segment of the network works for all (e.g. staircases, paths that go through parks that are not suitable for bikes, there might be a more direct route for commuters)






Streets along the network provide opportunities for: 
‐ greening and landscaping 
‐ enhancing wildlife habitat  
‐ managing stormwater  
‐ calming traffic 

 

Developing the DRAFT Network 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The streets in the network provide opportunities for greening and landscaping; enhancing wildlife habitat; managing stormwater; and calming traffic. 





Testing the DRAFT Network 

Improve access to parks and open spaces 
‐ Focus in areas with high need - concentrations of youth 

and seniors, lower household income and limited access 
to private vehicles.  

‐ Ensure even density of the network - every household is 
within a 1/2 mile of a Green Connection and most 
households are within a 1/4 mile.  
 

Implement the network over a twenty-year time period  
‐ Coordinate with city projects 
‐ Build on community-generated ideas 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are testing the network to make sure we are meeting the project goals. 
Our goal is to develop a network that improves everyone’s access to parks – currently most people are within ¼ mile and everyone is within ½ mile. 
We are also looking to see that it reaches the areas of the city with the highest need for improved access to parks. 
Because this is a 20 year plan, we are looking at opportunities to coordinate with city projects, as well as community generated ideas. 



DRAFT Design Toolkit 

Range of interventions: 
   – Intersection Treatments 
   – Block Treatments 
 
Designs intended to support: 
 – active transportation 
 – urban ecology  
 – stewardship & placemaking 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The design toolkit focuses on ways these streets could be designed to support the project elements. 
This is a toolkit of potential treatments that could be applied to blocks or intersections 
Toolkit designed to spark a community conversation



DRAFT Design Toolkit 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We think of the treatments as having a range of interventions from Low-intensity  High-Intensity
Depending on the characteristics of each part of the network different treatments may work better. 
Some may work better for different project goals (eg. Stormwater is high, traffic calming is low), TRADEOFFS
Application of this toolkit would be applied through a community based planning process



Programming 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve heard a strong interest in combining programming with design. 
Exploring ways to engage people along the route, provide an educational component about target specifies, and incorporate signage and wayfinding. 
Here are some examples: 1. Bird Hotel  2. WalkStop (neighborhood-based wayfinding) 3. Interactive or Kinetic sculpture 4. Insect Hotel 5. Educational Signage




BEFORE 



AFTER 
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Network & Target Species 

Anise Swallowtail (route 6) 

Western Snowy Plover 
(route 25) 

Salt Marsh Harvest 
Mouse (route 25) 



Walk-through: Warm Water Cove Park 



Walk-through: 24th Street Stub 



Walk-through: The Blue Greenway (Illinois St) 



Walk-through: Commercial Core (22nd Street) 



Walk-through: Commercial Core (22nd Street) 



Walk-through: Caltrain Station (22nd Street) 



Walk-through: The Missing Link 



Walk-through: The Missing Link (22nd St Stair) 



Walk-through: Vista & Potrero Hill Rec Center 



Walk-through: 
Special Places 
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Next Steps 

Concept Designs in focus Potrero Hill / Dogpatch 
– Listen and Learn 
– Develop design options 
– Refine design: discuss stewardship & implementation 

 
Citywide Green Connections 

– January 2013: Collect public feedback on DRAFT network 
and design toolkit 

– May 2013: Revise the draft documents  
– August 2013: Develop implementation document, planting 

palette, and branding 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ll be collecting comments on the network for the next few months and then present a revised draft. 
There is an online survey available as well as a hard copy to download  
We will be working on the concept designs in the focus neighborhoods, which is an opportunity to test and apply the design toolkit in coordination with community members



Small Group Exercise 

Concept design in 
Potrero Hill / Dogpatch 
 
Closer look at the 
Network in  Potrero Hill / 
Dogpatch - Routes 6, 25 
 
Understand what you like 
and dislike about these 
corridors  
 
Understand your 
priorities for 
improvements 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes





NO FUNNY BUSINESS!! 





SUPER NOVA! 

Janet Carpinelli is stellar. 



Thank You! 

Participate in developing a concept design in Potrero Hill 
– Join the contact list to receive updates about next steps 

 
Provide input on Citywide Network & Design Concepts 

– Project website http://greenconnections.sfplanning.org 
– Take the online survey 

 
Question or Comments? 

Paul Chasan  
paul.chasan@sfgov.org 
(415) 575-9065 
 

 

http://greenconnections.sfplanning.org/
mailto:paul.chasan@sfgov.org
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