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3.1  INTRODUCTION 

A Green Connection is a special street or path that connects 
people to parks and open spaces and enhances the ecology of 
the street environment: routes are intended to improve access 
to parks for both people and wildlife. The three project goals 
(see Chapter 1) are served by these special streets:

1) Public Health: Increase active transportation to parks; 

2) Sustainability: Enhance urban ecology; and, 

3) Livability: Support neighborhood stewardship and 
placemaking.

A successful Green Connections will encourage people go 
out of their way to travel on these routes because they are 
comfortable, attractive and safer. The routes within the network 
were selected with consideration for the ideas generated 
through the community planning process as well as existing 
and purposed projects related to active transportation, open 
space and sustainability. 

This chapter describes how the Green Connections network 
was developed, including the considered inputs, the criteria 
used to select street segments, and how the network was 
refined in response to data inputs and stakeholder feedback. 

3.2  NETWORK CONSIDERATIONS

This section presents the key inputs that informed the devel-
opment of the network of Green Connections: the streets 
that are used for walking and biking; the parks and other 
destinations to which people will connect to; the streets that 
are best suited to incorporate natural systems and habitat; 
and existing and proposed projects. 

These inputs were identified early in the planning process as 
important foundations for framing the goals of the network.  
Throughout the planning process, these maps were utilized 
to test evolving ideas and inform the final network. 
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Corridors/Paths/Movement:  
Routes People Take 

This map shows the City’s systems for 
pedestrians and bicyclists (bike routes, 
key walking streets, trails and pedestrian 
staircases), as well as streets identified 
in the San Francisco Better Streets 
Plan as having characteristics related 
to access to green space (park-edge 
streets, greenways and alleys). This 
map illustrates the synergies between 
walking and biking routes and the open 
space system. 
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Nodes/Places/Destinations:  
Where People Go

This map shows places where people 
congregate to work, shop, learn and play. 
A guiding principle in developing the 
network was that routes should start and 
end at a park. Understanding the locations 
of where people gather City informed the 
routes that were ultimately selected.

Ensuring that travel between parks, 
schools, shopping districts, transit centers 
and employment centers is comfortable 
and convenient is critical for getting 
people to parks. In particular, we looked 
at the location of schools, both to indicate 
where children were more likely to travel, 
as well as opportunities for stewardship 
and education. 
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Stormwater & Slopes:  
Integrating Natural Systems

San Francisco’s topography orients people within 
the city, delineates neighborhood boundaries, 
and helps define watersheds, micro-climates, 
and habitats. The city’s topography and water 
systems informed which streets might be well 
suited to become Green Connections. 

San Francisco’s hills present opportunities and 
constraints in designing a network of Green 
Connections. Many of the city’s largest parks 
like Twin Peaks and Bernal Heights sit atop hills 
and offer views of the city and region. In some 
of the City’s steepest areas, staircases facilitate 
access to important open spaces. Depending 
on preference and ability, steep streets can be 
challenging to navigate when walking or biking. 

Slopes also impact stormwater design 
opportunities, as steeper streets are less ideal for 
effective stormwater management. Since water 
naturally takes the most direct route to the Bay 
or Ocean, many key biking and walking streets 
(the flattest routes) are also former creeks. 
Relatively flat streets could be good candidates 
for Green Connections because of the potential 
to integrate stormwater design features.
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Historic Landscapes/Natural Areas: 
Enhancing Habitat 

While the San Francisco peninsula has changed 
dramatically over the past 200 years, the City still 
maintains a strong relationship with the regional 
landscape. Many streets offer panoramic views to 
water and green spaces. 

The City’s diverse open space system provides 
habitat for native plants and wildlife. Enhancing 
habitat for plants and animals was a major 
consideration in developing the Green Connections 
network. This could be achieved by identifying 
target species and creating habitat “corridors” 
or habitat “patches,” as well as selecting plant 
species appropriate to the landscape and climate 
for streetscape plantings. Understanding the 
area’s natural history was formative in identifying 
potential network routes and outcomes; 
Particularly the network follows historic creeks 
whenever possible. 

Sand Dune

Grassland

Costal Scrub

Freshwater Creek

Saltwater Marsh

Ohlone Village

Ohlone Seasonal Camp/Artifacts

Native Habitat (semi-protected)

Native Habitat (unprotected)

Topography 100’ Contours

Natural Areas
HIGH BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
These places harbor the city’s native habitats 
in restored areas and original landscapes, 
which are managed for biological diversity.

Naturalistic
MEDIUM BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
These lands include non-native urban forest, 
golf courses and other open spaces. These 
areas provide habitat for some native wildlife.

Park Facilities & Other Sites
LOW BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
These areas include athletic fields, lawns, 
recreation centers, playgrounds, stadiums and 
other hardscapes that may not be classified as 
”open space.”

SAN FRANCISCO 
PRE-EUROPEAN CONTACT

SAN FRANCISCO NATURAL 
AREAS TODAY

Trails         Natural Areas        Parks
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Building on Existing and Proposed 
Projects 

Another consideration in developing the network 
was a number of existing and proposed projects. 
These present an opportunity to examine 
possible synergies with project goals. Existing 
and planned trail networks (including the Ridge 
Trail, Coastal Trail, Bay Trail and Blue Greenway) 
were considered in developing the network, 
as well as community generated ideas for 
ecological stewardship and bicycle improvements. 
The following projects, which aim to improve 
connectivity around the City, for people as well 
as wildlife, were taken into consideration in 
developing the Green Connections network. 

Bay Trail. The Bay Trail is a planned 500-mile trail 
that will encircle the entire San Francisco Bay, 
connecting the shoreline of 9 counties and 47 
cities. Roughly 60% of the trail is already complete.  
For more information http://www.baytrail.org 

 

Blue Greenway. The Blue Greenway is a 13-mile 
corridor along San Francisco’s Southeastern 
Waterfront that follows the alignment of the Bay 
Trail, from Mission Creek to the City’s southern 
border. The Blue Greenway connects existing open 
spaces to create a new recreation opportunity 
and improved access to the waterfront. Through 
an extensive community process, the Port of San 
Francisco developed the Blue Greenway Planning 
and Design Guidelines. A Green Connection route 

along this historically industrial section of this city 
will help ensure accessible recreational spaces in 
this area.  
For more information http://www.sfport.com/bluegreenway

Coastal Trail. The California Coastal Trail is a 
network of trails for walkers, bikers, equestrians, 
wheelchair riders and others along the entire 1,200 
miles of the California coast. The 10.5 mile portion 
of the trail through San Francisco connects many 
scenic and tourist attractions along the coastline, 
including the Golden Gate Bridge, the Presidio, 
Ocean Beach and Fort Funston. While the current 
trail is relatively complete, there are a number of 
improvements necessary to ensure that the trail is 
accessible and visible for the entire Coastal Trail 
route.  
For more information www.californiacoastaltrail.info/

Connecting the City. Connecting the City is a 
proposal by the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition 
that envisions 100 miles of crosstown bike routes 
by 2020 designed for everyone, from an eight-
year-old child to an eighty-year-old grandmother. 
This vision is defined by three routes that connect 
major institutions, residential neighborhoods and 
open spaces.  
For more information http://www.connectingthecity.org

Cross-Town Trail. The idea for a cross-town trail 
came from an outreach effort led by the Mayor’s 
Open Space Task Force beginning in 2007. This trail 
is envisioned as a corridor that connects wildlife 

and people through a series of open spaces and 
natural areas from the Presidio to Candlestick 
Point. As the City works with the pertinent Federal, 
State, local agencies and the community to 
develop this trail corridor, the Green Connections 
route can be updated

Green Hairstreak Project. The Green Hairstreak 
is a project of Nature in the City to connect two 
butterfly populations with street level plantings of 
host and nectar sources along the Green Hairstreak 
Corridor. The Green Hairstreak (Callophrys 
dumetorum) is a small, nickel-sized butterfly that 
can be found in three habitats within the city: 
Hawk Hill and Rocky Outcrop in the Sunset District 
and the coastal bluffs of the Presidio. The Green 
Hairstreak corridor is located in the Sunset District 
and connects Grand View Park and Golden Gate 
Heights Park.  
For more information http://natureinthecity.org

The Ridge Trail. The Bay Area Ridge Trail is 
a multi-use trail that links the hills and ridges 
of the nine counties of the Bay Area. It will be 
approximately 550 miles when completed. The 
13.5-mile portion of the trail in San Francisco 
was completed almost 20 years ago and is in the 
process of being reevaluated by the Bay Area Ridge 
Trail Council, with the goal of improving its route, 
signage and connections to other city and regional 
trails.  
For more information http://www.ridgetrail.org
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 14th Ave at Pacheco - began 2008
 Arial steps - began 2008
 15th Ave at Noriega - began 2008
 14th Ave at Noriega - began spring 2010
 Mount steps - began fall 2010
 Quintara steps - began fall 2010
 Aloha & Lomita - began winter 2010

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

R - ROCKY OUTCROP
H - HAWK HILL
These are two of the last breeding 
grounds for the Green Hairstreak but-
terfly in San Francisco.  Our goal is to 
engage neighbors to create a corridor to 
connect these populations.

GREEN HAIRSTREAK 
BUTTERFLY CORRIDOR

Plant a Coast Buckwheat (Eriogonum latifolium) in your yard or steward a new site!

Contact steward@natureinthecity.org  and visit www.natureinthecity.org for plant list, sources, and more info!
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3.3  ROUTE CONSIDERATIONS 

Building on Opportunities

Streets that currently exhibit some characteristics of Green Connections require lower 
investment to realize project goals and may have fewer trade-offs.

The previous section describes the work done to outline 
citywide network patterns: how people walk and 
bike around the city, where people like to gather, the 
opportunities to integrate natural features and enhance 
local habitat and existing and proposed projects. The next 
step was to understand the specific qualities of a Green 
Connection street that would achieve the project goals. 

 » Public Health: Increase active transportation to parks

 » Sustainability: Enhance urban ecology

 » Livability: Support neighborhood stewardship and 
placemaking 

The streets that best meet the project goals are 
predominately residential, with the exception of the 
northeast quadrant of the City where the character of the 
streets and land uses is more intensive. Selecting streets 
that are calmer and have a more residential character 
ensures a minimal impact on existing transit service and 
freight movements, while making implementation of the 
network easier (since only modest improvements may 
be needed). Because they have fewer spatial constraints, 
residential streets also provide greater opportunities 
for repurposing street space to promote pedestrian and 
bicycle improvements. 

This section reviews street qualities that were taken 
into consideration in developing the Green Connections 
routes.

Streets with slow moving 
traffic. Streets with slow 
moving traffic are good 
candidates for Green 
Connections, as pedestrians 

and bicyclists often feel safer and more 
comfortable on streets with calmed traffic.

Streets with low traffic 
volumes. Similarly, streets 
with low traffic volumes can 
provide additional space for 
pedestrians and bicyclists 

while having minimal impacts on traffic flow.

Residential Streets (as 
defined by the Better 
Streets Plan). Residential 
streets often have fewer 
traffic lanes and slower 

moving vehicles.

Streets near schools. 
Many streets near schools 
have lower vehicle speeds, 
as the City recently 
implemented 15 mph zones 

near schools. Connecting schools to parks 
increases safe access & physical activity for 
kids, as well as an opportunity for education 
and stewardship.

Streets with space to 
gather and play. 
Opportunities to gather, 
play and learn can build 
community and contribute 

to a sense of place. Many streets in the city 
have excess width that can be repurposed 
for gathering spaces, pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities, and ecological features like 
greening and stormwater infrastructure.  
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Avoiding Conflicts

Generally, streets that serve heavy volumes of cars, transit vehicles and trucks provide 
fewer opportunities for extensive pedestrian and bicycle amenities. In developing the Green 
Connections network, streets with the following features were typically avoided; however, 
other city programs will continue to invest in important pedestrian and bicycle safety 
measures on these streets.

Streets that are part of the existing 
bicycle network. The streets in the 
City’s bicycle network are generally flat 
and have some degree of existing 
bicycle amenities. Most of these streets 

are already being used by bicycles and have been 
identified as candidates for ongoing improvements. 
 

Streets that create an opportunity 
for stormwater management. Flatter 
streets are good candidates for low 
impact design treatments that reduce 
stormwater runoff. Additional 

coordination with the SFPUC to ensure that the design 
of these streets maximizes opportunities for stormwater 
management. 

Street Slope. Slopes greater than 10% 
were generally avoided to facilitate 
easy walking and bicycling; however, 
some excellent walking opportunities, 
such as staircases, have a slope greater 

than 10% and were included in the network

Streets that overlap with historic 
creeks. Daylighting historic creeks and 
watersheds offers significant 
opportunities for habitat creation, 
green stormwater management and 

education about urban watersheds, thus building 
ecoliteracy.

Truck routes. The City 
has identified truck routes 
that generally have a 
wider right-of-way to 
accommodate freight and 
goods movement. These 

street conditions also encourage vehicles to 
travel at faster speeds.

High volume streets. 
Streets with high volumes 
of traffic can be less 
pleasant to walk or bike 
on due to noise, increased 
risk of conflicts with 

vehicles and longer wait times at traffic 
signals. Also high volume streets may have 
constraints making it more difficult to 
reclaim space for pedestrian amenities like 
sidewalk widening, curb extensions and 
medians. With higher volumes, potential 
pedestrian and bicycle conflicts with 
vehicles is higher. 

Streets with fast 
moving traffic. Some 
streets in the city are 
designated as major 
arterials, with higher 
traffic volumes that would 

limit the potential for Green Connections 
enhancements, as discussed above. 

Overlap with the MUNI 
Rapid Network (Key 
Muni routes). Many 
streets in the City host our 
transit system. To reduce 
delays for transit on these 

streets, the city prioritizes keeping traffic 
moving and may design streets with wider 
travel lanes for transit and space dedicated 
to loading and unloading passengers. These 
transit requirements could compete with the 
design needs of a Green Connection street, 
and will have to be addressed on a per case 
basis.
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Introduction

A network of streets that connect to parks is not a new idea. Burnham and 
Bennett’s 1905 plan for San Francisco included recommends areas for parks and 
park connections. The idea for Green Connectors more recently was identified 
in the Mayor’s Open Space Task Force. The “Connectors” map (pictured, above 
right) was developed to articulate the concept of a citywide network of Green 
Connectors. The “Green Streets” in this conceptual map were identified without 
technical analysis or community input to articulate the idea of routes that 
connect parks, but this laid the ground work for the Green Connections project.

Proposed open space or 
open space improvements

Urban Barriers

Green Street - Pedestrian/Bike

Existing Open Space

Ridge Trail

Creek System - Daylighting

Proposed New Nodes/
Destinations
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ULLOA ST

SLOAT BLVD
PALOU AVE

EVANS AVE

WILDE AVE

CESAR CHAVEZ ST

22ND ST

20TH ST

16TH ST

3.4  EVOLUTION OF THE NETWORK

Network Drafts

The Green Connections network evolved from the concept map shown above. 
Developing the network was an iterative process relying on technical analysis 
and community input to identify streets well suited to meet traffic calming, 
greening and placemaking goals. The maps on the following pages illustrate 
the evolution from the conceptual Map of a Green Connection Network 
(above) to the final Green Connections Network. Many of the maps included 
in this section were working drafts and not actual proposals.
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A SYSTEM OF ROUTES: GREEN CONNECTIONS & TRUNKS LINES

The first draft includes 11 east-west routes and 12 north-south routes. Notably, 
“Trunk“ routes are identified to help understand how Green Connections would 
fit into the larger transportation network. Trunk routes include major bike routes 
and Market Street, and were intended to compliment the Green Connections 
routes. Staircases and 15 mph school zones are shown on the map to illustrate 
how the routes connect to other locations pedestrians might travel.
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EXISTING CITYWIDE NETWORK

GREEN CONNECTIONS

DRAFT Network | June 20, 2012

NAVIGATING THE CITY: DISTINCT NORTH-SOUTH ROUTES AND EAST-WEST ROUTES

This next draft includes 11 east-west routes (darker green), and 10 north-south routes 
(lighter green). Routes that include steeper streets or staircases are shown in a hash-
mark to clearly illustrate the route sections that might be better suited for walking than 
for bicycling. 
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19 Chinatown
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17 Alamo
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15 Laguna Honda
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13 West Sunset

11 Yosemite Creek

Crosstown South

Islais Creek

8 Ingleside West

7 Precita Creek

6 Mission Peaks

5 Sunset Hills

4 Bay to Beach

3 Central City

2 Crosstown North
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Grand Circle24

Ridge Trail25

Note: See development plan for details on the planned street 
configuration for Candlestick Point, Hunters Point Shipyard, 
Hunters View, and Park Merced 

Cross Town Trail26
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21 DISTINCT ROUTES AND A COMPLIMENTARY RELATED TRAIL NETWORK

This working draft includes 21 distinctly named and branded routes that are intended 
to facilitate route identify and neighobhood ownership. Based on further analysis 
and community input, some redundant routes or ‘options’ in the previous draft 
were removed. Existing and planned regional trails are included in this map, labeled 
“related trail network.”  These routes also better follow (and honor) former creeks, 
such as Mission Creek and Yosemite Creek. A citywide loop was created along the 
periphery of the City, following the alignment of existing trails. Key walking streets 
and the existing bike network are shown for reference. 

26 ROUTES INCORPORATING A TRAIL NETWORK

This working draft includes 26 routes. Some routes that previously spanned 
larger geographic areas have been divided into more neighborhood-focused 
routes. Based on community input and feedback from City agencies, this draft 
further resolves alignments for some routes that are shown on the previous 
iteration with alternatives. The “Related Trail Network,” routes are incorporated 
into the Green Connections network. This draft includes a new Grand Circle 
route (in yellow) that combines the alignment of the Bay Trail, Blue Greenway 
and the Coastal Trail.
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Notes: 
Some portions of routes may not be ideal 
for bicycles due to conditions such as steep 
topography, stairs or trails.

The proposed network falls mostly on public 
rights of way, but occasionally deviates onto 
public properties such as park lands.

Neighborhood Commercial Districts

Schools (Public & Private) 

Parks & Open Space

ROUTES

LAND USES

Connect to new Tapia Drive 
and Gonzalez Drive

Mission Creek to McLaren: Blue Elderberry

Downtown to Mission Bay: Western Gull

Wharf to Yerba Buena: Wild Bees 

Tenderloin to Potrero: Western Tiger Swallowtail

Marina Green to Dolores Park: West Coast Painted Lady

Excelsior: Western Fence Lizard

West of Twin Peaks: White-crowned Sparrow

Presidio to Park Merced: Coast Buckwheat

Lincoln Park to Zoo: Pacific Dunegrass 

Yosemite Creek: Red-winged Blackbird

Lake Merced to Candlestick: Cliff Swallow

Islais Creek: Holly-leaf Cherry

Ingleside: Coast Live Oak 

Precita Creek to Beach: California Buckeye

Mission to Peaks: Anise Swallowtail

Sunset to Hills: Green Hairstreak

Bay to Beach: Cedar Waxwing

Market to Beach: Anna's Hummingbird

China Beach to Bay: Pygmy Nuthatch

Folsom Street: Red Admiral

Bayview to Bay Trail: Black-tailed Jackrabbit

Shoreline: Western Snowy Plover and 
Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse
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Mission Creek to McLaren: Blue Elderberry

Downtown to Mission Bay: Western Gull

Wharf to Yerba Buena: Wild Bees 

Tenderloin to Potrero: Western Tiger Swallowtail

Marina Green to Dolores Park: West Coast Painted Lady

Excelsior: Western Fence Lizard

West of Twin Peaks: White-crowned Sparrow

Presidio to Park Merced: Coast Buckwheat

Lincoln Park to Zoo: Pacific Dunegrass 

Yosemite Creek: Red-winged Blackbird

Lake Merced to Candlestick: Cliff Swallow

Islais Creek: Holly-leaf Cherry

Ingleside: Coast Live Oak 

Precita Creek to Beach: California Buckeye

Mission to Peaks: Anise Swallowtail

Sunset to Hills: Green Hairstreak

Bay to Beach: Cedar Waxwing

Market to Beach: Anna's Hummingbird

China Beach to Bay: Pygmy Nuthatch

Folsom Street: Red Admiral

Bayview to Bay Trail: Black-tailed Jackrabbit

Shoreline: Western Snowy Plover and 
Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse

Ridge Trail: California Quail

Crosstown Trail: Coyote

Presidio to Bay: Monarch 

25

24

23

22

21

20

19

18

17

16

15

14

13

12

11

10

9

8

6

5

4

3

2

1

L E G E N D

7

I

GREEN CONNECTIONS 
REVISED DRAFT NETWORK
APRIL 22, 2013 

0
3

R
D

0
3

R
D

19
T

H

GEARY

GEARY

GEARY

17TH

17TH

M
IS

S
IO

N

M
IS

S
IO

N

FULTON

PINE

TURK

BUSH

POST

POST

OCEAN

OCEAN

N
O

E

3
5

T
H

ULLOA

3
4

T
H

IRVING

FO
LSO

M

OAK

BAY

FELL

S
C

O
T

T

S
C

O
T

T

PACIFIC

JUDAH

H
Y

D
EJACKSON

GREEN

BALBOA

PAGE
FELL

SUTTER

EDDY

HAYES

H
A

R
R

IS
O

N

SIL
VER

GENEVA

GENEVA

G
O

U
G

H

KIRKHAM

J
O

N
E

S

L
A

G
U

N
A

CABRILLO

FILBERT

FILBERT

CLEMENT

CLEMENT

CLAY

LAKE

S
T

E
IN

E
R

F
IL

L
M

O
R

E

VICENTE

PALOU

L
A

R
K

IN

TARAVAL

SACRAMENTO

LOMBARD

S
K

Y
L

IN
E

ELLIS

11T
H

HAIGHT

2
7

T
H

V
A

N
 N

E
S

S

F
R

A
N

K
L

IN

W
E

B
S

T
E

R

H
O

W
A

RD

C
A

P
P

D
IV

IS
A

D
E

R
O

EVANS

15
T

H

14
T

H

18
T

H

BRYA
N

T

10
T

H

16
T

H

12
T

H

3
0

T
H

L
IN

C
O

L
N

0
5

T
H

C
A

S
T

R
O

0
7

T
H

P
O

W
E

L
L

P
O

W
E

L
L

VALLEJO

CA
YU

G
A

PO
R
TO

LA

SANTIAGO

2
9

T
H

Y
O

R
K

0
8

T
H

3
2

N
D

V
A

L
E

N
C

IA

N
A

P
L
E

S

MONTEREY

0
9

T
H

2
8

T
H

F
L

O
R

ID
A

3
6

T
H

0
2

N
D

JOOST

GOLDEN GATE

P
A

R
IS

A
R

G
U

E
L

L
O

IL
L

IN
O

IS

S
T

A
N

Y
A

N

M
A

S
O

N
IC

G
U

E
R

R
E

R
O

MCALLISTER

V
IE

N
N

A

K
E
IT

H

IN
G

A
LL

S

ARMY

BRA
N

N
A

N

4
1S

T

D
IA

M
O

N
D

4
7

T
H

L
IS

B
O

N

M
A

D
R

ID

MANSELL

S
T

O
C

K
T

O
N

L
A

K
E

 M
E

R
C

E
D

P
R

E
S

ID
IO

KIN
G

FELTON

BACON

S
A

N
 B

R
U

N
O

DAY

S
H

O
T

W
E

L
L

3
8

T
H

IN
D

IA
N

A

3
9

T
H

4
5

T
H

REVERE

QUESADA

SLOAT

3
3

R
D

D
E

 H
A

R
O

4
4

T
H

L
Y

O
N

BERRY

ROLPH

4
3

R
D

4
0

T
H

2
0

T
H

4
2

N
D

M
IN

N
A

BROADWAY

L
E

A
V

E
N

W
O

R
T

H

3
7

T
H

GREENWICH

P
IE

R
C

E

CLIPPER

SILLIMAN

M
A

IN

BRAZIL

A
L

A
B

A
M

A

4
6

T
H

GILM
AN

MANGELS

13TH

SUNNYDALE

SAN JOSE

C
A

P
IT

O
L

B
A

K
E

R

S
E
LB

Y

E
D

IN
B

U
R

G

DUBOCE

MARINA

23RD

S
O

U
T

H
 V

A
N

 N
E

S
S

S
A

N
S

O
M

E

B
EA

LE

CO
LU

M
BU

S

ALEMANY

INNES
FLOOD

L
O

N
D

O
N

TO
W

N
SEN

D

HUDSO
N

CARL

HEARST

B
A

T
T

E
R

Y

L
E

E

JOHN MUIR

J
U

N
IP

E
R

O
 S

E
R

R
A

JERSEY

PERSIA

P
A

R
K

E
R

EUCLID

CARGO

M
O

S
C

O
W

M
O

S
C

O
W

MORSE

LA
N

E

G
A

T
E

S

NEY

H
A

M
P

S
H

IR
E

LOBOS

CHENERY

H
U
RO

N

WEST PACIFIC

RUSSIA

M
IR

A
M

A
R

CORBETT

P
H

E
LP

S

S
P

R
U

C
E

VALLEY

R
H

O
D

E
 IS

L
A

N
D

V
E

R
M

O
N

T

MARIPOSA

SWEENY

HOLLOWAY

Q
U

IN
T

LELAND

B
R

IG
H

T

B
R

U
S

S
E

L
S

HILL

O
C

T
A

V
IA

0
6TH

M
IS

S
O

U
R

I

HANOVER

SHAFTER

DARIEN

E
U

R
E

K
A

WALLER

TERESITA

EUCALYPTUS

CRESCENT

U
T

A
H

ITALY

P
L

Y
M

O
U

T
H

CORTLAND

D
O

U
G

L
A

S
S

K
A

N
S

A
S

HALE

FO
N

T

J
U

L
E

S

ELIZABETH

T
E

X
A

S

TEDDY

M
E
N

D
E
LL

3
1S

T

A
R

K
A

N
S

A
S

STAPLES

LIBERTY

T
H

E
 E

M
B

A
R

C
A

D
E
R

O

DE LONG

CLARENDON

DWIGHT

PAUL

RAYMOND

BROAD

FREDERICK

CESAR CHAVEZ

T
E

N
N

E
S

S
E

E

RIVERA

P
E

N
N

S
Y

L
V

A
N

IA

JUANIT
A

DUNCAN

B
R

O
D

E
R

IC
K

PARNASSUS

A
S

H
B

U
R

Y

BEACH

VISITACION

B
Y

X
B

E
E

ARLETA

LAKEVIEW

T
O

LA
N

D

SHIELDS

L
A

U
R

E
L

YOSEM
ITE

F
A

X
O

N

LAWTON

PACHECO

PRECITA

R
U

T
L

A
N

D

W
A

W
O

N
A

W
IS

C
O

N
S

IN

OFARRELL

E
L

L
S

W
O

R
T

H

HUGO

P
A

R
K

 P
R

E
S

ID
IO

B
A

R
T

L
E

T
T

FRANCE

E
D

N
A

C
A

M
B

R
ID

G
E

E
L
S

IE

CRESTLAKE

H
A

H
N

P
H

E
L

A
N

WOOLSEY

2
1S

T

A
N

D
O

V
E

R

P
R

A
G

U
E

P
A

L
M

U
N

IV
E

R
S

IT
Y

LA
G

U
N

A
 H

O
N

D
A

GRAFTON

CAMPBELL

RICHLAND

M
IS

S
IS

S
IP

P
I

WILDE

C
O

L
O

N

DIVISION

GAVEN

ARLIN
GTO

N

LINDEN

A
N

D
E

R
S

O
N

THORNTON

C
U

R
T

IS

JUDSON

GARFIELD

JERROLD

O
X

F
O

R
D

INGERSON

STATES

SU
SSE

X

T
O

P
E
K

A

C
O

N
G

O

S
O

M
E

R
S

E
T

D
E

L
A

N
O

L
O

O
M

IS

SEN
EC

A

AMAZON

HARNEY

F
A

IR
 O

A
K

S

4
8

T
H

SARGENT

P
A

N
O

R
A

M
A

NEW
COM

B

RA
E

C
LA

RA

R
E

YS
A

W
Y

E
R

O
 S

H
A

U
G

H
N

E
S
S
Y

HENRY

L
O

W
E

L
L

FR
EM

O
N

T

F
O

E
R

S
T

E
R

P
R

E
N

T
IS

S

MAGELLAN

WARREN

S
C

H
W

E
R

IN

ALAMEDA

TIOGA

EXCELSIOR

ELLIN
G

TO
N

O
TIS

VELASCO

D
EW

EY

MASON

EVELYN

F
R

O
N

T

SADOWA

O
W

EN
S

B
U

C
H

A
N

A
N

YERBA BUENA

G
R

A
N

D
 V

IE
W

K
ISK

A

V
A

L
D

E
Z

A
R

C
H

FO
O

TE

MAYNARD

ORTEGA

G
E

L
L

E
R

T

INDUSTRIAL

RANDOLPH

S
H

R
A

D
E

R

N
IA

G
A

R
A

B
E
A

C
O

N

BEM
IS

BOSWORTH

MONTANA

AVALON

SURREY

MOLIMO

D
U

B
L
IN

BROTHERHOOD

UPLAND

A
L

L
IS

O
N

M
A

R
IE

TTA

FAIRFAX

O
R

A

C
O

N
N

E
C

T
IC

U
T

E
L

K

BLANKEN

T
E

R
R

Y
 A

 F
R

A
N

C
O

IS

C
O

R
D

O
V

A

IDORA

C
E

N
T

R
A

L

SH
IP

LEY

SERRANO

H
O

W
T

H

M
A

P
L

E

GARCES

N
E
W

H
A

LL

B
E

V
E

R
L

Y

FITZGERALD

A
D

D
IS

O
N

P
U

T
N

A
M

WILLIAMS

COTTER

ARBOR

W
ALLACE

P
R

O
S

P
E

C
T

WAYLAND

R
ITC

H

A
P
T
O

S

M
IN

N
E

S
O

T
A

D
O

W
N

E
Y

ALMA

M
CKINNON

G
R

A
N

A
D

A

N
A

TO
M

A

Y
A

L
EH

A
R

V
A

R
D

L
A

 P
L

A
Y

A

POINT LOBOS

0
4TH

ARM
STRONG

TRUMBULL

SAN JUAN

L
IL

A
C

M
ERC

ED

S
K

Y
V

IE
W

R
U
SS

JARBOE

ANZA

VAN DYKE

J
O

R
D

A
N

RO
M

E

L
O

C
U

S
T

C
O

O
K

HOLLISTER

D
R

U
M

M

C
O

L
E

R
ID

G
E

LAIDLEY

W
EST P

O
R
TA

L

O
S

A
G

E

O
TTA

W
A

RIPLEY

C
O

L
E

RANDALL

S
A

N
T

O
S

HERMANN

WOODSIDE

B
R

IG
H

T
O

N

DAVIDSO
N

CASELLI

V
IL

L
A

URBANO

W
H

IT
T

IE
R

M
A

D
IS

O
N

BLU
XO

M
E

HARKNESS

W
A

L
N

U
T

EGBERT

H
A

R
O

L
D

B
A

D
E

N

S
T

R
A

T
F

O
R

D

TUCKER

M
IR

A
L

O
M

A

G
A

M
B

IE
R

STIL
LM

A
N

M
A

N
O

R

RIVOLI

C
O

L
L

IN
G

W
O

O
D

L
U

N
A

D
O

HERBST

TEH
A

M
A

L
U

C
K

Y

C
H

E
R

R
Y

S
C

O
T
IA

K
E
IT

H

W
O

O
D

RO
O

SEVELT

LA SALLE

SANTA ROSA

WASHINGTON

B
O

C
A

N
A

W
IL

L
A

R
D

V
IC

T
O

R
IA

THERESA

LANSDALE

JUSTIN

S
A

N
 L

E
A

N
D

R
O

LATHROP

TINGLEY

F
IT

C
H

CUSTER

G
E

N
N

E
S

S
E

E

CARROLL

J
U

L
IA

N

V
A

SQ
U
EZ

IO
W

A

MONCADA

D
E

N
S

L
O

W
E

NORTHRIDGE

D
E

L
L

B
R

O
O

K

WINSTON

POPPY

ALANA

PIOCHE

P
O

P
L

A
R

W
E
ST

G
A

TE

CORNWALL

S
A

N
 C

A
R

L
O

S

STEU
A

R
T

O
A

K
 P

A
R

K

NAPOLEON

UNDERW
OOD

H
A

R
T

F
O

R
D

T
W

IN
 P

E
A

K
S

SIC
K
LES

ROCKDALE

S
A

N
T

A
 C

L
A

R
A C

A
S

IT
A

S

P
E

R
U

C
R

E
S

T
M

O
N

T

D
IG

B
Y

OAKDALE

V
IC

K
S

B
U

R
G

IR
W

IN

P
E

A
B

O
D

Y

LE
N

O
X

S
Y

L
V

A
N

A
T
H

E
N

S

N
U

E
V

A

YORBA

O
R

A
N

G
E

R
A

M
S

E
L

L

MURRAY

LOIS

L
E

E
S

E

ERIE

N
A

G
LEE

W
O

O
L

WILDWOOD

BEAVER

M
O

F
F
IT

T

CARMEL

JE
SSIE

O
R

IZ
A

B
A

OLYMPIA

T
A

L
B

E
R

T

B
R

ID
G

E
V

IE
W

BLYTHDALE

KENSINGTON

PERRY

P
O

L
K

MARIN

ONONDAGA

KIRKW
OOD

STILLINGS

SATURN

G
RA

YSTO
N

E

L
U

L
U

C
E

C
E

L
IA

A
P

O
L

L
O

C
L

E
A

R
F

IE
L

D

M
A

JE
S
T
IC

M
A

D
R

O
N

E B
A

R
N

E
V

E
L

D

C
H

A
T

T
A

N
O

O
G

A

C
A

M
B

O
N

MONTCALM

H
U

N
T

E
R

S
 P

O
IN

T
HANCOCK

T
IF

F
A

N
Y

C
RESTLIN

E

CEDRO

T
R

E
A

T

M
ID

C
R

E
S

T

LE CONTE

PALOMA

L
A

N
D

E
R

S

LAKE

SALINAS

S
U

N
S

E
T

GO
LD M

IN
E

HIGHLAND

N
A

Y
LO

R

B
E

A
U

M
O

N
T

BURKE

U
P
T
O

N

M
A

L
L

O
R

C
A

BENTON

D
A

K
O

T
A

COSO

M
IL

L

POWHATTAN

ELM

EAGLE

M
O

R
N

IN
G

S
ID

E

D
E

T
R

O
IT

NAHUA

B
A

Y
 S

H
O

R
E

TO
PA

Z

BUCA
RELI

L
O

M
IT

A

WARD

ONEIDA

JAMESTOWN

C
A

R
R

L
O

U
IS

B
U

R
G

MELROSE

S
U

M
M

IT

MARINA GREEN

D
ELA

N
C
EY

JE
N

N
IN

G
S

K
N

O
L

L
V

IE
W

S
W

IS
S

MINERVA

NAVY

JO
S
IA

H

CASA

C
U

V
IE

R

V
E

T
E

R
A

N
S

C
A

IN
E

M
O

NETA

SANTA YNEZ

LO
P
E
Z

A
M

H
E

R
S

T

G
R

IF
F
IT

H

DIAZ

E
A

R
L

H
O

F
F

R
A

N
K

IN

R
A

C
IN

E

E
V

E
R

G
L

A
D

E

H
O

O
PER

HICKORY

P
E

R
A

L
T

A

ANZAVISTA

F
O

R
E

S
T

 S
ID

E

A
L
V

IS
O

COMMERCIAL

M
A

L
T

A

L
O

E
H

R

H
O

F
F

M
A

N

GLADSTONE

BEULAH

P
O

N
D

C
H

U
R

C
H

CASHM
ERE

S
E

Q
U

O
IA

A
M

B
E

R

ESSEX

ELLERT

S
U

N
S

E
T

CLINTON

L
U

C
Y

D
E

S
M

O
N

D

L
O

C
K

S
L

E
Y

PARQUE

LA
W

R
EN

C
E

H
A

W
TH

O
R
N

E

C
O

M
M

O
N

W
E

A
L

T
H

C
R

A
N

E

OLMSTEAD

W
Y

M
A

N

REPOSA

PAULDING

M
IC

H
IG

A
N

B
U

R
N

E
T

T

M
ID

D
L

E
 P

O
IN

T

SEAL ROCK

H
E

S
T

E
R

MARVIEW

S
T

O
N

E
C

R
E

S
T

R
ID

G
E

W
O

O
D

PALO ALTO

A
L
P

H
A

E
D

G
E

W
O

O
D

C
A

R
O

L
IN

A

D
O

R
A

D
O

G
L
A

D
Y

S

TUBBS

ALLSTON

C
O

R
W

IN

G
O

E
T

T
IN

G
E

N

H
U
B
B
ELL

THOR

MARNE

FRANCIS

RUTLEDGE

C
O

L
B

Y

A
R

M
O

R
Y

B
E

R
K

E
L

E
Y

L
Y

E
L

L

PINTO

FAIRMOUNT

A
L

B
IO

N

FAIR

C
R

A
G

M
O

N
T

W
O

O
D

L
A

N
D

ASH

P
O

T
R

E
R

O

P
O

T
R

E
R

O

EUGENIA

A
R

R
O

Y
O

CRESPI

C
A

M
E

O

S
A

N
C

H
E

Z
S

H
A

R
O

N

M
A

N
C

H
E

S
T

E
R

ALTON

B
E

L
C

H
E

R

V
E

S
T

A

EXECUTIVE PARK

BANCROFT

C
O

U
N

T
R

Y
 C

L
U

B

LIN
A
R
ES

R
A

M
O

N
A

M
A

RC
ELA

RIZ
A

L

A
C

A
D

IA

SUNRISE

N
O

R
IE

G
A

M
IN

T
B

O
U

T
W

E
L

L

R
IN

C
O

N

JAVA

STA
N

FO
R
D

TROY

MCLAREN

J
O

S
E

P
H

A

PICO

CORAL

FAITH

SUNVIEW

A
R

B
A

L
L

O

W
A

T
T

ROSIE LEE

D
O

L
O

R
E

S

T
U

R
N

E
R

WEST VIEW

E
R

V
IN

E

ADAIR

H
O

L
L

IS

A
G

N
O

N

CUMBERLAND

PALMETTO

FRANCISCO

JEFFERSON

SCENIC

CUBA

BURR

PIZARRO

SHORT

E
L

L
IO

T

MILEY

Z
IR

C
O

N

G
A

B
IL

A
N

P
O

P
E

16
T

H

14
T

H

15TH

18TH

22ND

3
9

T
H

P
IE

R
C

E

V
IC

T
O

R
IA

18
T

H

H
O

L
Y

O
K

E

28TH

KIN
G

3
4

T
H

MORAGA

14TH

OFARRELL

BURROWS

UNION

TEH
A

M
A

C
A

R
O

L
IN

A

IL
L

IN
O

IS

4
2

N
D

T
R

E
A

T

30TH

4
3

R
D

21ST

20TH

2
3

R
D

27TH

0
5

T
H

2
5

T
H

G
R

IF
F
IT

H

PERU

12TH

ORTEGA

BURROWS

2
6

T
H

2
8

T
H

14
T

H

0
3

R
D

T
R

E
A

T

E
L

M
IR

A

GREENWICH

C
H

U
R

C
H

2
1S

T

F
U

N
S

T
O

N

3
0

T
H

4
1S

T

23RD

26TH

F
U

N
S

T
O

N

T
E

N
N

E
S

S
E

E

3
2

N
D

26TH

NORIEGA

0
3

R
D

0
2

N
D

3
5

T
H

12TH

2
3

R
D

CALIFORNIA

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON

24TH

K
A

N
S

A
S

HILL

A
S

H
B

U
R

Y

K
A

N
S

A
S

QUESADA

19
T

H

2
2

N
D

0
8

T
H

2
4

T
H

0
4TH

2
5

T
H

C
A

S
T

R
O

F
U

N
S

T
O

N

G
IR

A
R

D

S
A

N
C

H
E

Z

0
8TH

22ND

3
9

T
H

BROADWAY

0
6

T
H

F
U

N
S

T
O

N

4
0

T
H

WALLER

4
4

T
H

0
8TH

PARK

L
Y

O
N

B
R

O
D

E
R

IC
K

16TH

JEFFERSON

O
C

T
A

V
IA

B
R

Y
A

N
T

0
2N

D

EGBERT

2
1S

T

E
A

R
L

NORTH POINT

T
A

Y
L

O
R

3
1S

T

C
L

A
Y

T
O

N

F
O

L
S

O
M

L
A

R
K

IN

VALLEJO

VALLEJO

DUNCAN

2
5

T
H

3
3

R
D

DIA
MOND

23RD

4
7

T
H

BAY

RIVERA

15
T

H

2
6

T
H

0
6

T
H

3
7

T
H

10
T

H

0
5TH

2
3

R
D

THOM
AS

S
A

N
 J

O
S

E

0
7

T
H

D
A

V
IS

0
4

T
H

NORTH POINT

4
5

T
H

PACHECO

P
R

A
G

U
E

LINCOLN

ELLIS

BEACH

PARK

CARROLL

CHESTNUT

G
O

E
T

T
IN

G
E

N

3
8

T
H

11
T

H

INNES

0
7TH

12
T

H

29TH

20TH

D
O

U
G

L
A

S
S

F
IT

C
H

CLAY

4
6

T
H

FULTON

2
8

T
H

A
L

A
B

A
M

A

17
T

H

L
Y

O
N

LAWTON

4
8

T
H

2
4

T
H

3
6

T
H

A
R

G
U

E
L

L
O

B
A

Y
 S

H
O

R
E

2
8

T
H

B
E

L
V

E
D

E
R

E

P
O

L
K

B
O

W
D

O
IN

4
0

T
H

12
T

H

17
T

H

24TH

S
A

N
 B

R
U

N
O

E
L

M
IR

A

19TH

16
T

H

SPEA
R

15TH

12
T

H

11TH

3
1S

T

G
R

A
N

T

BENTON

15
T

H

D
O

N
A

H
U

E

H
A

M
IL

T
O

N

P
IE

R
C

E

ANZA

QUINTARA

2
7

T
H

CESAR CHAVEZ

L
A

 P
L

A
Y

A

19TH

MORAGA

U
T

A
H

2
0

T
H

23RD

2
7

T
H

2
9

T
H

WAWONA

O
R

IZ
A

B
A

WILDE

GROVE

N
A

TO
M

A

20TH

B
R

O
D

E
R

IC
K

2
6

T
H

0
4

T
H

MARIPOSA

S
A

N
C

H
E

Z

NORIEGA

C
H

E
S

T
E

R

25TH

GREEN

GREEN

DONNER

ALVARADO

25TH

25TH

24TH

V
E

R
M

O
N

T

MELROSE

0
9

T
H

M
IN

N
E

S
O

T
A

K
E

A
R

N
Y

JE
SSIE

2
2

N
D

10
TH

P
L

Y
M

O
U

T
H

26TH

4
8

T
H

B
A

K
E

R

H
A

W
E
S

0
6TH

2
0

T
H

0
1ST

M
A

N
SE

LL

E
L
S

IE

0
5TH

22ND

R
A

L
S

T
O

N

0
9TH

2
9

T
H

4
1S

T

18TH

18TH

15
T

H

KEY

B
R

U
S

S
E

L
S

15
T

H

B
U

C
H

A
N

A
N

M
A

S
O

N

3
8

T
H

M
CKINNON

BRUNSWICK

T
A

Y
L

O
R

CALIFORNIA

0
3R

D

K
E

A
R

N
Y

M
O

N
T

G
O

M
E

R
Y

M
O

N
T

G
O

M
E

R
Y

S
T

O
C

K
T

O
N

M
A

S
O

N

L
A

G
U

N
A

 H
O

N
D

A

19
T

H

M
A

R
K
ET S

T

M
A

R
K
ET S

T

TARAVAL

ULLOA

G
R

A
N

T

S
T

O
C

K
T

O
N

VICENTE

ULLOA

C
L

A
R

E
M

O
N

T

G
IR

A
R

D

JE
N

N
IN

G
S

OAKDALE

HUDSON

W
E

B
S

T
E

R

B
U

C
H

A
N

A
N

PAGE

4
2

N
D

4
1S

T

ANZA

0
2N

D

0
7TH

Y
ER

B
A

 B
U
EN

A
 LN

C
H
A

N
N

EL
HAIGHT

27TH

L
IS

B
O

N

PUBLIC RELEASE: 140 MILES AND 25 DISTINCT ROUTES

This iteration of the network was presented at an open house at the LGBT center 
on October 5, 2012 with 25 distinct routes. Each route is identified by  a number 
and a name that include a geographic start and end point. Additionally, to empha-
size the ecological goals of this project, each route name also includes a target 
species, intended to correspond with specific recommendations for supportive 
plants. The target species and habitat were identified as part of the ecology think 
tanks (discussed in Chapter 4).

25 ROUTES THAT CONNECT TO PARKS

This draft includes 25 unique routes. Following the release of the public draft, the 
project team integrated feedback from city agencies, project partners and members 
of the public. Generally the scale of the network was reduced to more realistically 
reflect feasible implementation over a 20 year period, while maintaining geographic 
equity. Also network wide routes were altered to originate and terminate at parks, 
and no longer traverse through parks. Slight tweaks were made to eliminate redun-
dancies and ensure the streets selected were in line with project goals.
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Downtown to Mission Bay: Western Gull

Tenderloin to Potrero: Western Tiger Swallowtail

Marina Green to Dolores Park: West Coast Painted Lady

Excelsior: Cliff Swallow

West of Twin Peaks: Green Hairstreak

Presidio to Park Merced: Coast Buckwheat

Lincoln Park to Zoo: American Dune Grass

Yosemite Creek: Red-winged Blackbird

Lake Merced to Candlestick: Western Fence Lizard

Noe Valley to Central Waterfront: American Bushtit

Ingleside: Coast Live Oak/California Buckeye

Vicente, 20th to Beach: Coastal Dune Scrub

Ortega, 14th to Beach: Coastal Prairie

Mission to Peaks: Anise Swallowtail

Kirkham, Sutro to Beach: Coyote Bush

Page, Stanyan to Beach: Cedar Waxwing

Market to Beach: Anna's Hummingbird

China Beach to Bay: Pygmy Nuthatch

Folsom, Mission Creek to McLaren: Pollinators

Bayview to Bay Trail: Black-tailed Jackrabbit

Shoreline: Western Snowy Plover and 
Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse

Ridge Trail: Nutall's White-crowned Sparrow

Crosstown Trail: Coyote

Presidio to Bay: Monarch 

The Network

The final Green Connections network includes 24 
routes, totaling over 115 miles. Every household is 
within a 1/2 mile of a route, and most households 
are within 1/4 mile of a route.

The name for each route includes a geographic 
start and end point and a target species or 
habitat. Complimentary Ecology Guides provide 
information on local flora, fauna, and habitat that 
could enhance the ecological function of the route 
while achieving the other project objectives.  See 
Appendix A1.

Streets on the network should be designed to a 
Green Connections standard, which is discussed in 
further detail in Chapter 4. Streets not identified 
as part of the Green Connections network will 
continue to receive traffic calming, pedestrian and 
bicycle amenities as part of existing city programs.

These 24 routes serve the entire city, connecting 
neighborhoods to one another in addition to 
improving San Franciscan’s access to parks and 
open space. At the neighborhood scale however, 
many important destinations may be located 
within several blocks of a route. These potential 
offshoots or spurs should be viewed as a design 
opportunity for linking additional community 
assets like libraries, community centers, transit 
hubs and commercial districts to the larger Green 
Connections network.

Implementation of the network is envisioned 
over the next twenty years, an ambitious goal 
for our city streets. Improvements will happen in 
coordination with funded projects and community 
led initiatives. As information about funding and 
schedule for future projects becomes available, 
changes to the routes could be made. Any changes 
should be consistent with the criteria outlined in 
this chapter.
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3.5  TESTING THE NETWORK

Throughout the planning process, the proposed network 
was tested against demographics and city systems to 
ensure that the network achieved project goals. The 
maps on the following pages illustrate what factors were 
considered and how the network performed in relation 
to these factors. 

Testing the Network: Demographics

This project aims to improve access to parks and open 
spaces, particularly in areas with high concentrations of 
youth and seniors, lower household income and limited 
access to private vehicles.  
 
The following maps highlight the relationship between 
demographics and the Green Connections network. 
Some neighborhoods have higher population densities, 
or higher populations of seniors or children. These 
populations often use parks more and thus are a target 
population of the Green Connections network. Median 
household income and vehicle ownership rates are 
proxies for households with greater need to access 
neighborhood parks. 

In addition to demographics, the network was tested 
against geographic equity. Every household in the city is 
within a 1/2 mile of a proposed Green Connection. Most 
households are within a 1/4 mile. 

Median Population Density Per Block Group: 
38.76 Person Per Acre
(Source 2007-2011 American Community Survey)
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Median Youth Density Per Block Group: 
4.60 Youth Per Acre
(Source 2007-2011 American Community Survey)
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Median Seniors Density Per Block Group:
4.57 Seniors Per Acre
(Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey)

Seniors Per Acre

< 2.84
2.85 - 4.57
4.58 - 7.11
> 7.12

DEMOGRAPHICS: DENSITY OF CHILDREN & YOUTH

Denser concentrations of youth and children are 
shown in darker purple

DEMOGRAPHICS: DENSITY OF SENIORS

Denser concentrations of seniors are shown in darker orange



40 s a n  F r a n C i s C o  G r e e n  C o n n e C t i o n s

DEMOGRAPHICS: LIMITED ACCESS TO CARS

Areas with relative less access to vehicles are shown in a darker color 

DEMOGRAPHICS: MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME 

Lower household income is shown in darker brown. 

Median Houshold Income (HMI) for San Francisco 
Block Groups: $77,845
(Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey)
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Testing the Network: 
City Systems

The maps on the following 
pages illustrate how the 
Green Connections network 
fits within larger city 
systems related to land use, 
transportation and natural 
systems.
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27TH

LAND USES: NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMMERCIAL AND SCHOOLS
This map illustrates how the 
Green Connections network 
intersects with neighborhood 
commercial districts and schools. 
These land use types are impor-
tant origins and destinations for 
users of the Green Connections 
network.
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TRANSPORTATION: MUNI NETWORK

The Green Connections network compliments the existing MUNI transportation 
network, shown in red. Green Connections routes often run parallel to the 
MUNI network, providing accessibility while minimizing impacts on transit.

TRANSPORTATION: BICYCLE NETWORK

The Green Connections network compliments the existing bicycle 
network, shown in blue. Many of the Green Connection routes overlap 
with existing bicycle routes.
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TRANSPORTATION: STREETS WITH CONCENTRATIONS OF PEDESTRIANS 

The Green Connections network complements streets with concentrations 
of pedestrian activity, shown in purple. 

TRANSPORTATION: TRAIL NETWORK

This map illustrates how the Green Connections network relates to the existing 
regional trail network. Route #24, the longest route in the network spans the 
length of the City’s shorelines, and includes San Francisco section of the Bay Trail, 
Blue Greenway and the Coastal Trail from the Golden Gate Bridge to Fort Funston. 
A preliminary alignment for the crosstown trail, Route #23, has been identified 
through this project. Route #22 follows the alignment of the Ridge Trail. 

Presidio

Golden Gate Park

Lake Merced

Mt.
Davidson

Mt. Sutro

Glen Park
Canyon

McLaren Park

Fort
Mason

Balboa
Park

Buena Vista
Park

Corona 
Heights

Mission
Dolores

Park

Alamo 
Square

Bernal Heights 
Park

Bay View 
Park

Heron’s Head 
Park

Alta 
Plaza

Lafayette 
Park

San Francisco
Zoo

Twin
 Peaks

Presidio

Golden Gate Park

Lake Merced

Mt.
Davidson

Mt. Sutro

Glen Park
Canyon

McLaren Park

Fort
Mason

Balboa
Park

Buena Vista
Park

Corona 
Heights

Mission
Dolores

Park

Alamo 
Square

Bernal Heights 
Park

Bay View 
Park

Candlestick 
Point

Heron’s Head 
Park

India Basin

China Basin

Islais Creek

South
Basin

Alta 
Plaza

Lafayette 
Park

San Francisco
Zoo

Twin
 Peaks

Stern Grove Holly Park

0
3

R
D

0
3

R
D

0
3
R

D

19
T

H

GEARY

GEARY

GEARY

17TH

17TH

M
IS

S
IO

N

M
IS

S
IO

N

FULTON

PINE

TURK

BUSH

POST

OCEAN

OCEAN

N
O

E

3
5

T
H

3
4

T
H

IRVING

FO
LS

O
M

OAK

BAY

FELL

S
C

O
T

T

S
C

O
T

T

PACIFIC

JUDAH

H
Y

D
E

JACKSON

GREEN

BALBOA

PAGE

SUTTER

EDDY

HAYES

H
A

R
R

IS
O

N

SIL
VER

GENEVA

GENEVA

G
O

U
G

H

KIRKHAM

J
O

N
E

S

L
A

G
U

N
A

CABRILLO

FILBERT

FILBERT

CLEMENT

CLEMENT

CLAY

LAKE

S
T

E
IN

E
R

F
IL

L
M

O
R

E

PALOU

TARAVAL

SANTIAGO

SACRAMENTO

LOMBARD

S
K

Y
L

IN
E

ELLIS

2
7
T

H

V
A

N
 N

E
S

S

F
R

A
N

K
L

IN

HO
W

A
RD

M
IS

SIO
N

D
IV

IS
A

D
E

R
O

EVANS

18
T

H

BRYA
N
T10

T
H

16
T

H

12
T

H

L
IN

C
O

L
N

C
A

S
T

R
O

P
O

W
E

L
L

CA
YUG

A

PO
RTO

LA

0
8

T
H3

2
N

D

V
A

L
E

N
C

IA

N
A

P
LE

S

MONTEREY

3
6

T
H

0
2
N

D

GOLDEN GATE

A
R

G
U

E
L

L
O

IL
L

IN
O

IS

S
T

A
N

Y
A

N

M
A

S
O

N
IC

G
U

E
R

R
E

R
O

MCALLISTER

K
EI

TH

IN
G

A
LL

S

BRA
N
N
A
N

D
IA

M
O

N
D

MANSELL

S
T

O
C

K
T

O
N

L
A

K
E

 M
E

R
C

E
D

P
R

E
S

ID
IO

KIN
G

FELTON

BACON

S
A

N
 B

R
U

N
O

S
H

O
T

W
E

L
L

3
8

T
H

IN
D

IA
N

A

REVERE

QUESADA

SLOAT

D
E

 H
A

R
O

L
Y

O
N

4
0

T
H

4
2
N

D

4
4

T
H

4
6

T
H

BROADWAY

L
E

A
V

E
N

W
O

R
T

H

GREENWICH

CLIPPER

M
A
IN

BRAZIL

GILMAN

13TH

SUNNYDALE

SAN JOSE

C
A

P
IT

O
L

SE
LB

Y

E
D

IN
B

U
R

G

DUBOCE

MARINA

M
IS

S
IO

N

S
A

N
S

O
M

E

BEA
LE

CO
LUM

BUS

ALEMANY

INNES

LO
N

D
O

N

TO
W

N
SEN

D

HUDSON

CARL

HEARST

B
A

T
T

E
R

Y

L
E

E

JOHN MUIR

J
U

N
IP

E
R

O
 S

E
R

R
A

JERSEY

PERSIA

P
A

R
K

E
R

EUCLID

CARGO

M
O

S
C

O
W

LA
N

E

H
A

M
P

S
H

IR
E

CHENERY

HURO
N

WEST PACIFIC

RUSSIA

M
IR

A
M

A
R

PH
EL

PS

R
H

O
D

E
 IS

L
A

N
D

V
E

R
M

O
N

T

MARIPOSA

HOLLOWAY

Q
U

IN
T

LELAND

B
R

IG
H

T

E
U

R
E

K
A

WALLER

EUCALYPTUS

CRESCENT

U
T

A
H

ITALY

P
L

Y
M

O
U

T
H

CORTLAND

K
A

N
S

A
S

FO
N
T

TEDDY

M
EN

D
EL

L

E
M

B
A

R
C

A
D

E
R
O

DE LONG

C
L
A

R
E

N
D

O
N

DWIGHT

PAUL

BROAD

CESAR CHAVEZ

T
E

N
N

E
S

S
E

E

PARNASSUS

BEACH

TO
LA

N
D

SHIELDS

F
A

X
O

N

PRECITA

P
E

A
B

O
D

Y

W
IS

C
O

N
S

IN

OFARRELL

P
A

R
K

 P
R

E
S

ID
IO

FRANCE

C
A

M
B

R
ID

G
E

H
A

H
N

P
H

E
L

A
N

WOOLSEY

P
R

A
G

U
E

U
N

IV
E

R
S

IT
Y

LA
G

U
N

A
 H

O
N

D
A

GRAFTON

M
IS

S
IS

S
IP

P
I

DIVISION

GAVEN

THORNTON

JUDSON

GARFIELD

JERROLD

INGERSON

SU
SSEX

D
E
L
A

N
O

L
O

O
M

IS

HARNEY

4
8

T
H

SARGENT

P
A

N
O

R
A

M
A

NEW
COMB

L
O

W
E

L
L

FREM
O

N
T

F
O

E
R

S
T

E
R

TIOGA

EXCELSIOR

DEW
EY

G
R

A
N

D
 V

IE
W

INDUSTRIAL

RANDOLPH

BEM
IS

BOSWORTH

AVALON

BROTHERHOOD

C
O

N
N

E
C

T
IC

U
T

BLANKEN

T
E

R
R

Y
 A

 F
R

A
N

C
O

IS

C
O

R
D

O
V

A

C
E

N
T

R
A

L

H
O

W
T
H

GARCES

N
EW

H
A

LL

B
E

V
E

R
L

Y FITZGERALD

P
U

T
N

A
M

WILLIAMS

W
ALLACE

A
P
TO

S

D
O

W
N

E
Y

POINT LOBOS

04TH

ARMSTRONG

TRUMBULL

S
K

Y
V

IE
W

VAN DYKE

D
R

U
M

M

W
EST

 P
O

RTA
L

RIPLEY

C
O

L
E

RANDALL

HERMANN

WOODSIDE

DAVIDSON

URBANO

M
A

D
IS

O
N

EGBERT

M
IR

A
L

O
M

A

M
A

N
O

R

HERBST

C
H

E
R

R
Y

SC
O

TIA

RO
O

SEVELT

LA SALLE

WASHINGTON

B
O

C
A

N
A

G
E

N
N

E
S

S
E

E

CARROLL

IO
W

A

NORTHRIDGE

STEU
A
RT

SICKLES

A
T
H

E
N

S

MURRAY

M
O

FFITT

B
R

ID
G

E
V

IE
W

C
L

E
A

R
F

IE
L

D

C
A

M
B

O
N

T
IF

F
A

N
Y

M
ID

C
R

E
S

T

S
U

N
S

E
T

D
A

K
O

TA

B
A

Y
 S

H
O

R
E

WARD

JAMESTOWN

MELROSE

JE
N

N
IN

G
S

NAVY

EA
R
L

H
O

F
F

P
E

R
A

L
T

A

F
O

R
E

S
T

 S
ID

E

H
O

F
F

M
A

N

SILVER

C
H

U
R

C
H

S
U

N
S

E
T

REPOSA

M
ID

D
L

E
 P

O
IN

T

MARVIEW

G
O

E
T

T
IN

G
E

N

L
Y

E
L
L

P
O

T
R

E
R

O

CRESPI

V
E

S
T

A

A
R

B
A

L
L

O

D
O

L
O

R
E

S

FRANCISCO

SCENIC

P
O

P
E

15TH

22ND

3
9

T
H

P
IE

R
C

E

18
T

H

28TH

3
4

T
H

14TH

O’FARRELL

UNION

4
2
N

D 30TH

4
3

R
D

21ST

0
5

T
H

G
R
IF

FI
TH

PERU

12TH

ORTEGA

2
6

T
H

2
8

T
H

14
T

H

GREENWICH

3
0

T
H

4
1S

T

23RD

26TH

NORIEGA

2
3

R
D

CALIFORNIA

WASHINGTON

24TH

A
S

H
B

U
R

Y

2
2
N

D

04TH

2
5

T
H

F
U

N
S

T
O

N

S
A

N
C

H
E

Z

08TH

22ND

4
4

T
H

L
Y

O
N

16TH

16TH

JEFFERSON

O
C

T
A

V
IA

B
R

Y
A

N
T

3
1S

T

F
O

L
S

O
M

L
A

R
K

IN

VALLEJO

DUNCAN

2
5

T
H

4
7
T

H

RIVERA

0
6

T
H

05TH

2
3

R
D

THOMAS

0
7
T

H

0
4

T
H

NORTH POINT

LINCOLN

FULTON

CARROLL

CHESTNUT

3
8

T
H

11
T

H

07TH

D
O

U
G

L
A

S
S

FI
TC

H

4
6

T
H

17
T

H

LAWTON

4
8

T
H

2
4

T
H

B
A

Y
 S

H
O

R
E

P
O

L
K

B
O

W
D

O
IN

4
0

T
H

16
T

H

SPEA
R

11TH

G
R

A
N

T

15
T

H

ANZA

QUINTARA

PACHECO

2
7
T

H

CESAR CHAVEZ

G
R

E
A

T
 H

W
Y

19TH

MORAGA

U
T

A
H

2
0

T
H

2
9

T
H

WAWONA

O
R

IZ
A

B
A

WILDE

GROVE

20TH

B
R

O
D

E
R

IC
K

2
6

T
H

S
A

N
C

H
E

Z

25TH

24TH

0
9

T
H

M
IN

N
E

S
O

T
A

2
2
N

D

10TH

B
A

K
E

R

H
A

W
ES

06TH

2
0

T
H

01ST

R
A

L
S

T
O

N

09TH

18TH

15
T

H

B
U

C
H

A
N

A
N

M
A

S
O

N

MCKINNON

BRUNSWICK

T
A

Y
L

O
R

CALIFORNIA

03RD

K
E

A
R

N
Y

M
O

N
T

G
O

M
E

R
Y

19
T

H

M
ARKET S

T

S
T

O
C

K
T

O
N

VICENTE

ULLOA

C
L
A

R
E

M
O

N
T

G
IR

A
R

D

JE
N

N
IN

G
S

OAKDALE

HUDSON

W
E

B
S

T
E

R

ANZA

02N
D

HAIGHT

27TH

22

22

22

23

23

23

23

23

24

24

24
24

24

21

21

10

24

2424

22

22

22

Bay Trail

Bay Trail

Coastal Trail

Ridge Trail

Ridge Trail

Bay Trail

Bay Trail

Crosstown Trail

Crosstown Trail

Crosstown Trail

Ridge Trail

Ridge Trail

Blue Greenway

Blue Greenway

Coastal Trail

Presidio

Golden Gate Park

Lake Merced

Mt.
Davidson

Mt. Sutro

Glen Park
Canyon

McLaren Park

Fort
Mason

Balboa
Park

Buena Vista
Park

Corona 
Heights

Mission
Dolores

Park

Alamo 
Square

Bernal Heights 
Park

Bay View 
Park

Heron’s Head 
Park

Alta 
Plaza

Lafayette 
Park

San Francisco
Zoo

Twin
 Peaks

Presidio

Golden Gate Park

Lake Merced

Mt.
Davidson

Mt. Sutro

Glen Park
Canyon

McLaren Park

Fort
Mason

Balboa
Park

Buena Vista
Park

Corona 
Heights

Mission
Dolores

Park

Alamo 
Square

Bernal Heights 
Park

Bay View 
Park

Candlestick 
Point

Heron’s Head 
Park

India Basin

China Basin

Islais Creek

South
Basin

Alta 
Plaza

Lafayette 
Park

San Francisco
Zoo

Twin
 Peaks

Stern Grove Holly Park



44 s a n  F r a n C i s C o  G r e e n  C o n n e C t i o n s

NATURAL SYSTEMS:  
CREEKS & WATERSHEDS

This map illustrates the 
boundary of San Francisco’s 
eight watersheds, its historic 
and existing creeks. Public 
education and stewardship 
is a core objective of Green 
Connections. Implementation 
of Green Connections projects 
where the routes follow the 
alignment of creeks provide  
opportunity to increase public 
awareness about the City’s 
natural systems. 
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Coastal Prairie

Freshwater Wetland

Salt Marsh

Riparian

Oak Woodland

DunesCoastal Scrub

NATURAL SYSTEMS:  
PLANT COMMUNITIES

This map illustrates the seven 
general plant communities within 
San Francisco. Green Connections 
routes traverse each plant 
community, accordingly a variety 
of plantings are appropriate 
throughout the network. Trees and 
plants along Green Connections 
routes should respond to the site 
conditions to best support target 
species and habitat. (See Chapter 
4 for additional information about 
urban ecology). 
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