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URBAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES



URBAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES FOR PEOPLE



URBAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES FOR LIVING



24TH sT AND yORK

URBAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES FOR FUTURE FAMILIES



URBAN DESIGN 
PRINCIPLES FOR WHAT WE CHERISH



URBAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES FOR WHAT WE NEED



URBAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES 
TO GUIDE DEVELOPERS
ACCORDING TO VALUES AND NEEDS



rreplace

BASED ON: 
OUR VALUES AND NEEDS  

WHAT ARE 
OUR VALUES AND NEEDS?

GOOD URBAN DESIGN: 
LIFE, SPACE, BUILDINGS

807 fILLMORE
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WHAT ARE 
OUR VALUES AND NEEDS?
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outreach to date



BALBOA PUBLIC SITE | CAC INAUGURAL MEETING 8/26/2015 | PAGE 5 OF 26

e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  &  c o m m u n i t y  p e r s p e c t i v e s 

 – The following have been made public at 
sf-planning.org/balboareservoir (in “materials”)

 – Existing conditions, opportunities and constraints report

 – Transportation conditions report

 – Memos summarizing community feedback on priorities for the site

 – Presentations from past community meetings

Balboa Reservoir CAC - NOVEMBER 5, 2015 - page 11

VALUES WE’VE HEARD IN PRIOR CONVERSATIONS

•	 Neighborhood character & integrity

•	 Open space for variety of outdoor activities

•	 Affordable housing for all incomes, workforce

•	 Connections to neighborhoods and destinations

•	 Access to services, community resources we need

•	 Pedestrian safety and ability to walk

•	 Places for families
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Principle #1: 
Connect and relate to the 
surrounding fabric of streets, 
blocks and open spaces.
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CONNECTING PATTERNS OF STREETS HELPS PEOPLE GET TO 
WHAT THEY NEED EFFICIENTLY AND SAFELY
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CONNECTING STREET PATTERNS
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MANY POSSIBILITIES FOR BLOCK PATTERNS AND PED NETWORKS

Irvine, CA San Francisco, CA
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London, United Kingdom Barcelona, Spain
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SMALL BLOCKS TO INVITE PEDESTRIANS
AND ENCOURAGE WALKING

source: SF Planning, draft urban design guidelines
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SMALL BLOCKS 
ENCOURAGE WALKINGLinden ALLEY
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SMALL BLOCKS 
ENCOURAGE WALKING

SMALL BLOCKS TO INVITE PEDESTRIANS
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Principle #2: 
Harmonize the relationships 
between existing buildings, 
streets and open spaces
•	 Neighborhood Design and Social Character

•	 Architectural Quality Defines Great Neighborhoods

•	 Heights Should Vary
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NEIGHBORHOOD DESIGN AND SOCIAL CHARACTER

WESTWOOD PARK
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NEIGHBORHOOD DESIGN AND SOCIAL CHARACTER
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NEIGHBORHOOD DESIGN AND SOCIAL CHARACTER

OCEAN AVENUE
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NEIGHBORHOOD DESIGN AND SOCIAL CHARACTER
Buildings should enhance public space
ARCHITECTURAL QUALITY

ARMSTRONG PLACE
pORTOLA PLACE, SF



ARCHITECTURAL 
QUALITY:
Variation attracts the 
human eye

TASSAFORONGA 
OAKLANd
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ARCHITECTURAL QUALITY:
Materials



ARCHITECTURAL QUALITY:
Emphasize ground floor and transition zone Seattle, WA

MAGNOLIA ROW
OAKLAND
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ARCHITECTURAL QUALITY: DAIKANYAMA, JAPAN
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Roofs that enhance from above
ARCHITECTURAL QUALITY:



HEIGHTS SHOULD VARY

~30 Feet

Emeryville, CA



~35-45 FEET

HEIGHTS 
SHOULD VARY

1601 MARIPOSA
POTRERO HILL



HEIGHTS 
SHOULD VARY



HEIGHTS 
SHOULD VARY

SAN JOSE



BALBOA PUBLIC SITE | CAC INAUGURAL MEETING 8/26/2015 | PAGE 5 OF 26

e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  &  c o m m u n i t y  p e r s p e c t i v e s 

 – The following have been made public at 
sf-planning.org/balboareservoir (in “materials”)

 – Existing conditions, opportunities and constraints report

 – Transportation conditions report

 – Memos summarizing community feedback on priorities for the site

 – Presentations from past community meetings

Balboa Reservoir CAC - NOVEMBER 5, 2015 - page 35

HEIGHTS 
SHOULD VARY
~65 Feet



HEIGHTS SHOULD 
VARY
~65 FEET
~45 FT FRONTAGE

VANCOUVERSEATTLE 



~35 FOOT
PODIUM

HEIGHTS 
SHOULD VARY

VANCOUVER



~75 FEET

HEIGHTS 
SHOULD VARY

Hermann and Buchanan



~75 FEET

HEIGHTS 
SHOULD 
VARY

Bartlett and 25th St



~85 FEET

HEIGHTS 
SHOULD VARY

6th st and howard



~85 FEET

HEIGHTS 
SHOULD VARY

Market and dolores



~85 FEET

HEIGHTS 
SHOULD VARY

Toronto, Canada
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Principle #3: 
Design with and complement the 
site’s natural context

Toronto, Canada
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bring nature into site: TOPOGRAPHY
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bring nature into site: WIND AND SUN
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Principle #4: 
Celebrate cultural history and build on 
neighborhood activities 
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PUBLIC SPACE SHOULD REFLECT LOCAL VALUES & ACTIVITY
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Landmarks HELP define OUR NEIGHBORHOODS
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Landmarks HELP define OUR NEIGHBORHOODS

Community Workshops &
neighborhood group 
meetings 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

CAC
mtgs to 
advise RFP

Projected Environmental 
Review 

Project 
Approvals

Select
developer
partner

Ongoing public
engagement

CAC meetings on development design & 
Community design workshops with 
developer partner

OVERALL OUTREACH AND PROJECT TIMELINEdesign conversation will continue


