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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The project sponsor proposes  to continue operation of an existing nonconforming bar  (d.b.a.  ʺRed  Jack 

Saloonʺ). The  shape  of  the  bar  is  roughly  rectangular, measuring  approximately  1,100  square  feet.  In 

addition, an exterior patio is located at the rear of the bar. No amplified music or other live entertainment 

is currently hosted at the bar, and is not anticipated in the future. The project would continue operation 

of  the  bar  in  its  present  form  and  operation, with  no  interior  or  exterior  changes  to  the  business  or 

increase in intensification. 

 

SITE DESCRIPTION AND PRESENT USE 

The project site  is  located on  the south side of Bay Street, between Stockton and Kearny Streets, Block 

0039, Lot 022. The property is located within the RM‐3 (Residential, Mixed, Medium Density) District, the 

Waterfront Special Use District No. 2, and the 40‐X Height and Bulk District.  The property is developed 

with  a  two‐story  building,  occupied  by  the  subject business  at  the ground  floor, with  two  residential 

units situated on the second floor. 

 

SURROUNDING PROPERTIES AND NEIGHBORHOOD 

The  immediate  area  surrounding  the  project  site  is  primarily  residential  in  character. A  single‐story 

repair  building  is  located  on  the  adjacent  property  to  the  west.  Properties  along  Bay  Street  are 

predominantly developed with  large  residential  complexes  reaching  four  stories  in height. Residential 

uses continue to the south, characterized mostly by older structures situated on narrow lots. To the west, 

Bay Street assumes a more mixed‐used character, with  residential uses  interspersed with ground‐floor 
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retail spaces, as well as the Northpoint Shopping Center. A wastewater treatment plant is located to the 

east along Bay Street. Office uses, a MUNI bus storage yard, Fishermanʹs Wharf, and Pier 39 are located 

in the blocks to the north of the Project Site. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW  

The project is categorically exempt pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) as a 

Class 1 categorical exemption. 

 

HEARING NOTIFICATION 

TYPE 
R E Q U I R E D  

PERIOD 
REQUIRED 

NOTICE  DATE 
A C T U A L  

NOTICE  DATE 
A C T U A L  
PERIOD 

Classified News Ad  20 days  July 2, 2010  July 2, 2010  20 days 

Posted Notice  20 days  July 2, 2010  July 2, 2010  20 days 

Mailed Notice  10 days  July 12, 2010  July 2, 2010  20 days 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 To date, the Department has received approximately 25 letters in support of the project, as well 

as a petition of support with approximately 200 signatures. The letters emphasize the importance 

of the bar as a place to socialize, and describe the charitable causes supported by the owners of 

the bar. Staff has  also  received  two  communications  from neighboring  residents opposing  the 

project. These  residents expressed concern about cigarette smoking on  the exterior patio of  the 

bar, as well as late night noise and rowdy behavior from bar patrons.  

 

 ISSUES AND OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

 According to Planning Department records and historical data provided by the project sponsor, a 

bar  has  continuously  operated  on  the  site  since  the  1960ʹs. The  subject property was  rezoned 

from  the  ʺM‐1ʺ District  to  the  ʺR‐4ʺ District  in  1970,  and  subsequently  rezoned  to  the  ʺRM‐3ʺ 

District in 1978. Because a bar is not a permitted use within these Districts, the existing bar is a 

nonconforming use. 

 

Pursuant  to Planning Code Section 185,  the bar use  should have ceased operation on May 17, 

1990,  twenty  years  after  rezoning which  resulted  in  the  bar  becoming  a  nonconforming  use. 

However, Department records  indicate that the Department failed to send required notification 

to the property owner prior to the termination date. In addition, the non‐conforming bar use has 

continually  occupied  the  property  since  the  termination  date.  Therefore,  the  Zoning 

Administrator  has  previously  determined  that  the  Project  Sponsor would  be  allowed  to  seek 

Conditional Use  authorization  to  remove  the propertyʹs non‐conforming use  termination date 

and legalize the ongoing operation of the bar, pursuant to Planning Code Section 185(e).  

 

 While  the  subject block  is primarily  residential  in  character,  a wide variety of uses  are  found 

within  the  larger neighborhood,  including offices,  retail and  tourist activities, and public uses. 
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The business  is  relatively  small and  low‐intensity, measuring approximately 1,100  square  feet, 

and  is  not  situated within  an  area with  a  high  concentration  of  eating  or drinking  uses. The 

business  generally  serves  as  a  neighborhood  gathering  place,  drawing  clientele  from  the 

immediate area rather than acting as a destination business for the entire City.  

 

 The  project  sponsor  has  voluntary  agreed  to  a  number  of  operating  parameters  to minimize 

potential  negative  impacts  to  adjacent  residential  uses,  including  employing  staff  at  the  front 

entry  on  the weekends,  and  posting  signs  requesting  that  patrons  be  quiet when  leaving  the 

establishment. In addition, conditions of approval have been added to the draft motion requiring 

that noise and odors be minimized, smoking on the rear exterior patio be prohibited, the patio be 

closed by 9:00PM on weeknights  (Sunday  through Thursday) and 10:00PM on weekends, and 

that the sidewalks abutting the establishment be kept clean and free of litter.  

 

REQUIRED COMMISSION ACTION 

In order for the project to proceed, the Commission must grant Conditional Use authorization to allow 

for a the continued operation of an existing nonconforming use, pursuant to Planning Code Sections 185 

and 303. 

 

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION 

The Department  believes  this project  is necessary  and/or desirable under  Section  303  of  the Planning 

Code for the following reasons:   

 

 The  project  would  allow  the  continued  operation  of  an  independent,  locally‐owned  small 

business.  

 The project provides is a neighborhood serving use. 

 The  area    is  well  served  by  transit,  and  many  customers  arrive  from  the  immediate 

neighborhood, therefore the project should not impact traffic conditions in the area. 

 The proposed project meets all applicable requirements of the Planning Code. 

  

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval with Conditions 

 

Attachments: 

Block Book Map  

Sanborn Map 

Aerial Photographs  

Zoning Administrator Letter of Determination, dated December 18, 2009 

Correspondence Regarding Project 

Project Sponsor Submittal, including: 

‐ Correspondence from Project Sponsor 

‐ Floor Plan 

‐ Interior and Exterior Photographs 

‐ Chronology of Project Site 
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‐ Petition and Letters in Support of Project 
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Attachment Checklist 

 

 

  Executive Summary      Project sponsor submittal 

  Draft Motion       Drawings: Existing Conditions 

  Environmental Determination        Check for legibility 

  Zoning District Map      Drawings: Proposed Project    

  Height & Bulk Map        Check for legibility 

  Parcel Map      Health Dept. review of RF levels 

  Sanborn Map      RF Report 

  Aerial Photo      Community Meeting Notice 

  Context Photos      Environmental Determination 

  Site Photos       

 

 

Exhibits above marked with an “X” are included in this packet  _________________ 

  Plannerʹs Initials 

 

 

KG:  G:\Documents\Projects\131 Bay\2010.0135C - 131 Bay Street - Exec Sum.doc 



 

 

Subject to: (Select only if applicable) 

  Inclusionary Housing (Sec. 315) 

  Jobs Housing Linkage Program (Sec. 313) 

  Downtown Park Fee (Sec. 139) 

 

  First Source Hiring (Admin. Code) 

  Child Care Requirement (Sec. 314) 

  Other 

 

 

Planning Commission Draft Motion 
HEARING DATE: JULY 22, 2010 

 

Date:  July 16, 2010 

Case No.:  2010.0135C 

Project Address:  131 BAY STREET 

Zoning:  RM‐3 (Residential, Mixed, Medium Density) District 

  40‐X Height and Bulk District 

  Waterfront Special Use District No. 2 

Block/Lot:  0039/022 

Project Sponsor:  Mark Fusia 

  131 Bay Street 

  San Francisco, CA  94133 

Staff Contact:  Kevin Guy – (415) 558‐6163 

  kevin.guy@sfgov.org 

 

 

ADOPTING  FINDINGS  RELATING  TO  THE  APPROVAL  OF  A  CONDITIONAL  USE 

AUTHORIZATION  UNDER  PLANNING  CODE  SECTIONS  185(e)  AND  303,  TO  ALLOW  THE 

CONTINUED OPERATION OF A NONCONFORMING BAR USE LOCATED AT 131 BAY STREET, 

SOUTH SIDE BETWEEN STOCKTON AND KEARNY STREETS, ASSESSOR’S BLOCK 0039, LOT 

022, IN THE RM‐3 (RESIDENTIAL, MIXED, MEDIUM DENSITY) DISTRICT, THE WATERFRONT 

SPECIAL USE DISTRICT NO. 2, AND THE 40‐X HEIGHT AND BULK DISTRICT. 

 

PREAMBLE 

On March  3,  2010, Mark Fusia  (ʺProject  Sponsorʺ)  filed  an  application with  the Planning Department 

(“Department”) for Conditional Use Authorization under Planning Code Sections (ʺSectionsʺ) 185(e) and 

303  to  allow  the  continued operation of  an  existing nonconforming bar use  (d.b.a.  ʺRed  Jack Saloonʺ) 

(ʺProject)  at  131  Bay  Street  (ʺProject  Siteʺ),  within  the  RM‐3  (Residential, Mixed, Medium  Density) 

District, the Waterfront Special Use District No. 2, and the 40‐X Height and Bulk District. 

 

On July 22,2010, the Planning Commission (“Commission”) conducted a duly noticed public hearing at a 

regularly scheduled meeting on Conditional Use Application No. 2010.0135C. 

 

The Project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) as a Class 1 categorical 

exemption.  
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The Commission has heard and considered  the testimony presented to  it at the public hearing and has 

further considered written materials and oral testimony presented on behalf of the applicant, Department 

staff, and other interested parties. 

 

MOVED,  that  the  Commission  hereby  authorizes  the Conditional Use  requested  in Application No. 

2010.0135C, subject  to  the conditions contained  in “EXHIBIT A” of this motion, based on the following 

findings: 

 

FINDINGS 

Having  reviewed  the materials  identified  in  the preamble  above,  and having heard  all  testimony and 

arguments, this Commission finds, concludes, and determines as follows: 

 

1. The above recitals are accurate and constitute findings of this Commission. 

 

2. Site Description and Present Use.   The Project Site  is  located on  the south  side of Bay Street, 

between Stockton  and Kearny Streets, Block  0039, Lot  022. The property  is  located within  the 

RM‐3  (Residential, Mixed, Medium Density) District, the Waterfront Special Use District No. 2, 

and  the  40‐X Height  and Bulk District. The property  is developed with  a  two‐story  building, 

occupied by the subject business at the ground floor, with two residential units situated on the 

second floor. 

 

3. Surrounding Properties and Neighborhood.  The immediate area surrounding the project site is 

primarily  residential  in  character.  A  single‐story  repair  building  is  located  on  the  adjacent 

property  to  the  west.  Properties  along  Bay  Street  are  predominantly  developed  with  large 

residential  complexes  reaching  four  stories  in  height.  Residential  uses  continue  to  the  south, 

characterized mostly by older structures situated on narrow lots. To the west, Bay Street assumes 

a more mixed‐used character, with residential uses interspersed with ground‐floor retail spaces, 

as well as the Northpoint Shopping Center. A wastewater treatment plant  is  located to the east 

along  Bay  Street. Office  uses,  a MUNI  bus  storage  yard,  Fishermanʹs Wharf,  and  Pier  39  are 

located in the blocks to the north of the Project Site. 

 

4. Project  Description.    The  Project  Sponsor  proposes  to  continue  operation  of  an  existing 

nonconforming  bar  (d.b.a.  ʺRed  Jack  Saloonʺ).  The  shape  of  the  bar  is  roughly  rectangular, 

measuring approximately 1,100 square feet. In addition, an exterior patio is located at the rear of 

the bar. No amplified music or other live entertainment is currently hosted at the bar, and is not 

anticipated in the future. The Project would continue operation of the bar in its present form and 

operation, with no interior or exterior changes to the business or increase in intensification. 

 

5. Public Comment. To date,  the Department has received approximately 25  letters  in support of 

the  project,  as  well  as  a  petition  of  support  with  approximately  200  signatures.  The  letters 

emphasize  the  importance of  the bar as a place  to socialize, and describe  the charitable causes 

supported  by  the  owners  of  the  bar.  Staff  has  also  received  two  communications  from 

neighboring  residents opposing  the project. These  residents  expressed  concern  about  cigarette 
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smoking on the exterior patio of the bar, as well as late night noise and rowdy behavior from bar 

patrons.  

 

6. Planning  Code  Compliance:    The  Commission  finds  that  the  Project    is  consistent with  the 

relevant provisions of the Planning Code in the following manner: 

 

A. Nonconforming Use.  Commercial establishments are not permitted within the RM‐3 Zoning 

District, pursuant  to Section 209.8. Planning Code Section 180 states that a  ʺnonconforming 

useʺ  is  a use which  existed  lawfully  at  the  effective date of  this Code, or of  amendments 

thereto and which fails to conform to one or more of the use limitations under Articles 2, 6, 7 

and  8  of  this Code  that  then  became  applicable  for  the  district  in which  the  property  is 

located. Section 185 allows  for a nonconforming use  in an  ʺRʺ District  to  seek Conditional 

Use  authorization  prior  to  the  termination  date  that  would  allow  the  use  to  continue 

operating. 

 

According  to Department  records  and  historical  data  provided  by  the  Project  Sponsor,  a  bar  has 

continuously  operated  on  the  site  since  the  1960ʹs. The Project  Site was  rezoned  from  the  ʺM‐1ʺ 

District to the ʺR‐4ʺ District on May 17, 1970. Because a bar was not a permitted use within the R‐4 

District, the existing bar became a nonconforming use on that date. In 1978, the property was rezoned 

to the ʺRM‐3ʺ District. Because the RM‐3 zone also does not permit a bar, the bar remained a non‐

conforming  use  with  this  zoning  change.  Department  records  demonstrate  that  there  was  no 

discontinuance of the bar use for a period of more than three years following the rezoning in 1970 that 

would have resulted in the abandonment of the legal non‐conforming status of this use.  

 

Pursuant  to Section 185,  the bar use  should have ceased operation on May 17, 1990,  twenty years 

after  rezoning  which  resulted  in  the  bar  becoming  a  nonconforming  use.  However,  Department 

records indicate that the Department failed to send the required notices to the property owner prior to 

the termination date. In addition, the non‐conforming bar use has continually occupied the property 

since  the  termination date. Therefore,  the Zoning Administrator has previously determined  that  the 

Project Sponsor would be allowed to seek Conditional Use authorization to remove the propertyʹs non‐

conforming use  termination date and  legalize  the ongoing operation of  the bar, pursuant  to Section 

185(e).  

 

The Project Sponsor is requesting Conditional Use authorization to continue operation of the bar in its 

present  form  and  operation,  with  no  interior  or  exterior  changes  to  the  business  or  increase  in 

intensification.  

 

B. Parking.  Planning Section 151 of the Planning Code requires off‐street parking for every 200 
square‐feet of occupied floor area of a bar use, where the occupied floor area exceeds 5,000 

square‐feet.   

 

The existing bar measures less than 1,000 square feet, and is therefore not required to provide any off‐

street parking.  
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7. Planning Code Section 303 establishes criteria  for  the Planning Commission  to consider when 

reviewing applications for Conditional Use approval.  On balance, the project does comply with 

said criteria in that: 

 

A. The  proposed  new  uses  and  building,  at  the  size  and  intensity  contemplated  and  at  the 

proposed location, will provide a development that is necessary or desirable, and compatible 

with, the neighborhood or the community. 

 

The Project does not propose a new use, rather the continued operation of an existing use. A bar use 

has  existed within  the  tenant  space  since  the  1960ʹs, with  the  current  business  in  operation  since 

1993. The Project Site is situated within a relatively discrete area of residential zoning, with multiple 

blocks zoned as a C‐2 (Community Business) District situated to the north and west, and the North 

Beach Neighborhood Commercial District located one block to the southwest. While the subject block is 

primarily  residential  in  character, a wide variety of uses  are  found within  the  larger neighborhood, 

including offices, retail and tourist activities, and public uses. The existing bar is relatively small and 

low‐intensity, measuring approximately 1,100 square feet, and the Project does not propose to alter the 

tenant space or  increase  the  intensity of  the use. The bar  is not situated within an area with a high 

concentration of eating or drinking uses, and does not host live music or other amplified entertainment 

that  could  routinely  generate  excessive  noise.  The  business  generally  serves  as  a  neighborhood 

gathering place, drawing clientele from the immediate area rather than acting as a destination business 

for  the  entire  City.  The  Project  is  desirable  for  and  compatible  with  the  neighborhood  and  the 

community.  

 

B. The proposed project will not be detrimental  to  the health,  safety,  convenience or general 

welfare of persons residing or working  in  the vicinity.   There are no features of the project 

that could be detrimental  to  the health, safety or convenience of  those residing or working 

the area, in that:  

 

i. Nature of proposed site, including its size and shape, and the proposed size, shape and 

arrangement of structures;  

 

The  Project  would  allow  the  continued  operation  of  the  existing  bar,  and  no  alterations  are 

proposed to the  interior or exterior of the tenant space. The tenant space  is relatively small, and 

cannot  accommodate  excessive  numbers  of  patrons  that  could  become  detrimental  to  the 

surrounding area.  

 

ii. The accessibility and  traffic patterns  for persons and vehicles,  the  type and volume of 

such traffic, and the adequacy of proposed off‐street parking and loading;  

 

The Planning Code does not require parking or  loading  for a bar use measuring  less than 5,000 

square  feet.  The  business  generally  serves  a  local  clientele,  and  is  not  expected  to  draw  large 

numbers of patrons from outside the immediate neighborhood. The area is well‐served by transit, 

therefore,  patrons  arriving  from  outside  the  neighborhood  would  not  need  to  rely  on  private 

automobile  use.  The  Project  is  not  expected  to  negatively  affect  traffic  patterns  or  off‐street 

parking in the area.  
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iii. The safeguards afforded to prevent noxious or offensive emissions such as noise, glare, 

dust and odor;  

 

The proposed use  is  subject  to  the  standard  conditions  of  approval  for  bar uses,  as  outlined  in 

Exhibit A. These conditions specifically obligate the Project Sponsor to operate the business in a 

manner that will not generate excessive noise or odors to the surrounding area. Specifically, the 

conditions prohibit smoking on the rear exterior patio, and require that the rear patio be closed by 

9:00PM  on weeknights  (Sunday  through  Thursday)  and  10:00PM  on weekends. No  exterior 

alterations  or  other  construction are proposed,  therefore,  the Project will not generate offensive 

emissions of glare or dust.  

 

iv. Treatment given, as appropriate, to such aspects as landscaping, screening, open spaces, 

parking and loading areas, service areas, lighting and signs;  

 

The  continued  operation  of  the  existing  bar  does  not  trigger  additional  requirements  for  such 

improvements.  The  Project  Site  is  built‐out  at  the  commercial  ground  level,  therefore,  no 

landscaping would be provided. No parking or loading is required by the Planning Code for this 

use. Pursuant  to  the Conditions  of Approval  in Exhibit A,  any  future  changes  to  lighting  or 

signage would be reviewed by the Department.  

 

C. That  the use as proposed will comply with  the applicable provisions of  the Planning Code 

and will not adversely affect the General Plan. 

 

While the existing bar use is non‐conforming within the RM‐3 Zoning District, the Project Sponsor is 

requesting Conditional Use Authorization  to continue operation of  the use, as permitted by Section 

185(e). The Project complies with all relevant provisions of the Planning Code and is consistent with 

objectives and policies of the General Plan, as detailed below. 

 

8. General Plan Compliance.   The Project  is, on balance, consistent with the following Objectives 

and Policies of the General Plan: 

 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY ELEMENT 

Objectives and Policies 

 

OBJECTIVE 1: 

MANAGE  ECONOMIC GROWTH AND CHANGE  TO  ENSURE  ENHANCEMENT OF  THE 

TOTAL CITY LIVING AND WORKINIG ENVIRONMENT. 

 

Policy 1.1: 

Encourage  development  which  provides  substantial  net  benefits  and  minimizes  undesirable 

consequences.  Discourage  development  that  has  substantial  undesirable  consequences  that 

cannot be mitigated. 
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Policy 1.2: 

Assure  that  all  commercial  and  industrial  uses  meet  minimum,  reasonable  performance 

standards. 

 

OBJECTIVE 2: 

MAINTAIN  AND  ENHANCE  A  SOUND  AND  DIVERSE  ECONOMIC  BASE AND  FISCAL 

STRUCTURE FOR THE CITY. 

 

Policy 2.1: 

Seek to retain existing commercial and industrial activity and to attract new such activity to the 

City. 

 

The Project will retain an existing, locally‐owned business and will contribute to the diverse economic base 

of the City. A bar use has existed at this location since the 1960ʹs, and continues to serve patrons primarily 

from the immediate area. While located within a residentially‐zoned area, such an establishment can benefit 

the social life of a neighborhood that lacks commercial uses by functioning as a gathering place. Given the 

relatively  small  size of  the  establishment,  the  continued operation of  the bar  is not  expected  to generate 

significant undesirable consequences  for  the area. The area surrounding  the Project Site does not host a 

significant  concentration  of  eating  and  drinking  uses,  therefore,  the  area  should  not  cumulatively 

experience negative consequences that can result from the overconcentration of such uses.  

 

9. Planning Code Section 101.1(b) establishes eight priority‐planning policies and requires review 

of permits  for  consistency with  said policies.   On  balance,  the project does  comply with  said 

policies in that:  

 

A. That  existing  neighborhood‐serving  retail  uses  be  preserved  and  enhanced  and  future 

opportunities for resident employment in and ownership of such businesses be enhanced.  

 

The proposal would preserve an existing neighborhood‐serving use that is locally‐owned and operated 

and employs approximately six people. 

 

B. That existing housing and neighborhood character be conserved and protected  in order  to 

preserve the cultural and economic diversity of our neighborhoods. 

 

A bar has operated at the Project Site since the 1960ʹs. The Project proposes to continue operation of 

the  existing  bar  in  its  existing  form, with no physical  expansion  of  the  business  or  changes  in  the 

intensity of the operation. Given the small size of the business and the lack of live entertainment, the 

bar  is not  expected  to generate  excessive amounts of noise or odors. The  retention of  the bar would 

preserve the cultural and economic diversity of the neighborhood. The Project would not result in the 

loss of existing housing, and should not adversely affect the residential uses in the area.  

 

C. That the Cityʹs supply of affordable housing be preserved and enhanced,  

 

The Project would not result in the loss of any existing housing. 
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D. That  commuter  traffic  not  impede  MUNI  transit  service  or  overburden  our  streets  or 

neighborhood parking.  

 

The  clientele of  the bar  is generally  located within  the  surrounding neighborhood. The area  is well‐

served by transit, therefore, patrons or employees from outside the area would be able to travel to the 

business without the use of a private automobile. The business is not expected to generate significant 

travel demand that would overburden MUNI service or inundate the area with vehicular traffic.  

 

E. That a diverse economic base be maintained by protecting our industrial and service sectors 

from displacement due to commercial office development, and that future opportunities for 

resident employment and ownership in these sectors be enhanced. 

 

The Project would  allow  for  the  continued  operation  of  an  established,  locally‐owned  service  sector 

business that employs approximately six people.   

 

F. That the City achieve the greatest possible preparedness to protect against injury and loss of 

life in an earthquake. 

 

The  Project  does  not  involve  any  construction  activities  that  would  compromise  the  structural 

integrity of the existing building or trigger any Building Code requirements for a seismic upgrade. 

 

G. That landmarks and historic buildings be preserved.  

 

The  Project  does  not  propose  any  physical  construction,  therefore,  no  historic  resources would  be 

affected.  

 

H. That  our parks  and  open  space  and  their  access  to  sunlight  and vistas  be protected  from 
development.  

 

The Project proposes no physical expansion of the existing building and will not affect parks and open 

spaces in the area.   

 

10. The Project is consistent with and would promote the general and specific purposes of the Code 

provided  under  Section  101.1(b)  in  that,  as  designed,  the  Project  would  contribute  to  the 

character and stability of the neighborhood and would constitute a beneficial development.  

 

11. The  Commission  hereby  finds  that  approval  of  the  Conditional  Use  authorization  would 

promote the health, safety and welfare of the City. 

 7



Motion XXXXX CASE NO 2010.0135C 
Hearing Date:  July 22, 2010 131 Bay Street 

 

DECISION 

That based upon  the Record,  the  submissions by  the Applicant,  the  staff of  the Department and other 

interested parties, the oral testimony presented to this Commission at the public hearings, and all other 

written  materials  submitted  by  all  parties,  the  Commission  hereby  APPROVES  Conditional  Use 

Application No.  2010.0135C  subject  to  the  following  conditions  attached  hereto  as  “EXHIBIT A”  in 

general  conformance with plans  filed with  the Application,  stamped  “EXHIBIT B”  and dated  July  22, 

2010, which are incorporated herein by reference as though fully set forth. 

 

APPEAL AND EFFECTIVE DATE OF MOTION:  Any aggrieved person may appeal this Conditional 

Use Authorization to the Board of Supervisors within thirty (30) days after the date of this Motion No. 

XXXXX.  The effective date of this Motion shall be the date of this Motion if not appealed (After the 

30‐day period has expired) OR the date of the decision of the Board of Supervisors if appealed to the 

Board of Supervisors.   For further  information, please contact  the Board of Supervisors at  (415) 554‐

5184, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 94102. 

 

 

I hereby certify that the Planning Commission ADOPTED the foregoing Motion on July 22, 2010. 

 

 

Linda D. Avery 

Commission Secretary 

 

 

 

AYES:    

 

NAYS:     

 

ABSENT:    

 

ADOPTED:  July 22, 2010 
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Exhibit A 

Conditions of Approval 
 

1. This authorization is for a Conditional Use Authorization under Planning Code Sections 185 and 303 

to allow the continued operation of a existing nonconforming bar use (d.b.a. ʺRed Jack Saloon) at 131 

Bay Street, within  the RM‐3  (Residential, Mixed, Medium Density) District,  the Waterfront Special 

Use District No. 2, and the 40‐X Height And Bulk District,  in general conformance with plans filed 

with the Application, stamped “EXHIBIT B” and dated July 22, 2010, included in the docket for Case 

No. 2010.0135C, reviewed and approved by the Commission on July 22, 2010.  

 

2. The Project Sponsor shall assure the execution and recordation of the specified conditions as a Notice 

of Special Restrictions at the Office of the County Recorder / County Clerk. 

 

3. Violation of the conditions contained in this Motion or of any other provisions of the Planning Code 

may be  subject  to  abatement procedures  and  fines up  to  $250  a day  in  accordance with Planning 

Code Section 176. 

 

4. Should monitoring of the Conditions of Approval contained in Exhibit A of this Motion be required, 

the Project Sponsor or successors shall pay fees as established in Planning Code Section 351(e)(1). 

 

5. This  authorization  does  not  authorize  any  interior  or  exterior  construction,  or  enlargement  or 

intensification of the existing use or premises.  

 

6. This  authorization  does  not  authorize  any  live  entertainment  uses,  and  does  not  authorize  the 

operation of the bar between 2:00AM and 6:00AM. 

 

7. Smoking shall be prohibited on the rear patio.  

 

8. The patio shall be closed to patrons 9:00PM on weeknights (non‐holiday Sunday‐Thursday evenings) 

and 10:00PM on weekends (Friday, Saturday, and pre‐holiday evenings).  

 

9. The property owner shall maintain the main entrance to the building and all sidewalks abutting the 

subject  property  in  a  clean  condition.  Such maintenance  shall  include,  at  a minimum, daily  litter 

pickup and disposal, and washing or steam cleaning of the main entrance and abutting sidewalks at 

least once each week. 

 

10. Signs  and  exterior  lighting  for  the  business  shall  be  reviewed  and  approved  by  the  Planning 

Department before they are installed. 

 

11. The Project Sponsor shall maintain an attractive storefront providing visibility of  the establishment 

interior through the storefront windows. 
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12. The Project  shall  appoint  a Community Liaison Officer  to  address  issues  of  concern  to neighbors 

related  to  the operation of  this Project.   The Project Sponsor  shall  report  the name  and  telephone 

number  of  this  Officer  to  the  Zoning  Administrator  and  the  neighborhood  for  reference.  The 

Applicant will keep the above parties apprised should a different staff liaison be designated. 

 

13. The project sponsor shall operate the establishment such that noise and odors are kept at reasonable 

levels so as not to unduly disturb neighboring businesses and residents. 

 

14. Refuse containers shall be provided both inside and outside the establishment for use by patrons of 

the bar. The operator of the use shall be responsible for maintaining the sidewalk within a one‐block 

radius of the site free of paper or litter generated by the bar. 

 

15. An enclosed garbage area shall be provided within the premises. All garbage containers shall be kept 

within the premises until pick‐up by the disposal company. 

 

16. The Commission may consider revocation of  this Conditional Use authorization  if not utilized and 

more  than  three  years  have  passed  since  the Motion was  approved.  This  authorization may  be 

extended at  the discretion of  the Zoning Administrator only  if  the  failure  to  issue a permit by  the 

Department of Building Inspection within three years is delayed by a City, state or federal agency, or 

by appeal of the issuance of such permit. 
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SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Letter of Determination

1650 Mission SI.

Suite 400

San Francisco,

CA 94103-2479

December 18, 2009

Reception:

415.558.6378

Norma Paladini
Mark Fusia
Laura Fusia

131 Bay Street

San Francisco CA 94133

Fax:

415.558.6409

Planning

Information:

415.558.6377

RE: 131 Bay Street
Block: 0039 Lot: 022

Dear Ms. Paladini, Mr. Fusia, and Ms. Fusia:

This letter is in response to your request (dated July 15, 2009) for a determination regarding the present
legal status of the existing bar establishment known as the "Red Jack Saloon". The subject property is
located at 131 Bay Street, within the RM-3 (Residential, Mixed, Medium-Density) Zoning District, the 40-
X Height and Bulk District, and the Waterfront Special Use District No.2.

BACKGROUND - NON-CONFORMING USE

According to your letter and the attached supplemental background materials, a bar has operated on the
premises since the 1950's. The propert was rezoned from "M-1" to "R-4" zoning on May 17, 1970. Because
a bar was not a permitted use within the R-4 zone, the existing bar became a non-conforming use on that
date. In 1978, the propert was rezoned to the "RM-3" zone. Because the RM-3 zone also does not permit a
bar, the bar remained a non-conforming use with this zoning change. By researching telephone

directories and records of various permits, Planning Department staff was able to verify that a bar
operated on the premises from 1970 forward, without an interruption of three years or more that would
have been deemed an abandonment of a nonconforming use.

Planning Code Section ("Section") 185(b) permits non-conforming uses to continue operating for up to 20
years, beginning with the date of the rezoning that rendered the use non-conforming, provided that there
are no substantial changes to the form, character, and intensity of the operation. Therefore, under this
provision, a bar at this location should have ceased operation on May 17, 1990.

NOTICING REOUIREMENTS

Section 185(f) requires that the Zoning Administrator give notice by mail of the expiration date to the
owner of record within four years of the effective date of the Planning Code adoption or amendment

www.sfplanning.org



Norma Paladini
Mark Fusia
Laura Fusia

131 Bay Street

San Francisco CA 94133

December 18, 2009

Letter of Determination
131 Bay Street

which caused the use to become non-conforming. Issuance of this notice must be repeated every four
years, with a final notice given one year before the date of expiration for the non-conforming use.

Several of the historic permits and other documents for the property noted the 1990 expiration date to
cease operation of the bar. However, it appears that the Department did not issue formal notices on a
four-year cycle, as required by Section 185(f). In addition, staff could find no evidence that the
Department issued a final notice one year prior to the expiration date.

DETERMINATION

It is hereby determined that the bar use at 131 Bay Street is not considered a legal non-conforming use, and

should have ceased operation on May 17, 1990, pursuant to Section 185. However, the Department may
not have exercised its due diligence by not fully safeguarding against unnecessary hardship to the owner
of the property. Evidence indicates that the Department failed to send the required notices to the property
owner prior to the expiration date. In addition, the non-conforming bar use has continually occupied the
property, seemingly with neighborhood support. Therefore, the Department would accept and process,
within one year of this Letter of Determination, an application for Conditional Use Authorization that
would request to remove the property's non-conforming use termination date and legalize the ongoing
operation of the bar. Please note that this application would be subject to review and approval by the
Planning Commission.

In addition, this Letter of Determination hereby rescinds the previously-issued Letter of Determination
for the property, dated September 22,2009.

If you believe this determination represents an error in interpretation of the Planning Code or abuse in
discretion by the Zoning Administrator, an appeal may be filed with the Board of Appeals within 15 days
of the date of this letter. For information regarding the appeals process, please contact the Board of

Appeals located at 1650 Mission Street, Room 304, San Francisco, or call (415) 575-6880.

Lawrence B. Badiner

Zoning Administrator

cc: Susanne Kelly, Gladstone and Associates

Kevin Guy, Planning Department

GlProjes\131 Bayl131 Bay. Revised LOD Draft.doc
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Date: 7-12-10

To: Kevin Guy

From: Arron French

Subject: Red Jack Saloon, 13 1 Bay Street

Mr. Guy, I am writing you this letter to show support for the Red Jack Saloon. I moved
to the city back in 1995 and I have known both Mark and Laurie Fusia for about that
long. I just want to say the Red Jack has been an important asset to the neighborhood and
City. Mark and Laurie have created sense of community an environment friendship.
They have also raised several thousands of dollars for charities within the community.

I'm a Police Officer in Santa Clara County and I would like to say that I have not seen
any suspicious activities in or around the business. I would not write this letter unless I
believe it would be a disservice to the community.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely.

Aron French

415-235-1650



(I
Allan Thorp "'allanthorp@yahoo.com"

071101201012:24 PM

To kevin.guy@sfgov.org

cc

bcc

Subject Red Jack Saloon

Date: July 10,2010

To: Kevin Guy

San Francisco Planing Deparent

From: Allan Thorp
4 Water Street
San Francisco CA 94133

Re: Support of Red Jack Saloon of 13 1 Bay Street San Francisco

Dear Mr Guy,

I recently became aware that there is an upcoming hearing on June 22,2010 regarding the present legal zoning statu of 
the Red Jack Saloon. I am

writing to you to document my support of this business and their continued operation in my neighborhood.

I have been a resident of San Francisco since 1991 where I moved after living in the San Jose area for 4 years. Prior to that I lived in
Massachusetts. San Francisco is my home and I am proud to live here. The city is a vibrant, culturally mixed and tolerant place to live. And
though I do not always agree with the politics in this town, there is no place in this world that I would rather live.

The Red Jack Saloon represents an example of why I enjoy this city. I moved to this neighborhood 5 years ago. When I entered this establishment,

I was immediately impressed with the friendliness of the owners Mark and Laurie Fusia and their staff. Though a stranger at this place, I was

greeted and welcomed imediately. Over the years, I leared that I was not in an exclusive category. Time and agai, I see newcomers greeted in
the same maner. The Red Jack owners and staff make you feel like you belong and treat you with respect.

I would also like to point out that the Red Jack gives back to the neighborhood. Over the years, I have contributed to and paricipated in charitable
fundraisers ru at this location. It is clear that the owners of the Red Jack understand their role and responsibility when it comes to contributing to
this neighborhood. Bay Street Helping Hands is one key example of 

this.

From a zoning perspective, their location is admit-tingly unusual and unique. There are limited commercial businesses and no other saloons within
the immediate neighborhood. But, for me, this is their greatest attribute. A tavern should be a place that you can go to to relax after a hard day of
work. Without the Red Jack, the choices for a local resident is to go out on Pier 39 and Nort Beach. Both are great choices but they are primarily
designed for the tourist. Without the Red Jack, we lose that local neighborhood establishment and the wonderful relaxed atmosphere that you get
there.

I fully support the continued operation of the Red Jack Saloon.

Sincerely,

Allan Thorp
4 Water Street
San Francisco CA 94133
4156732422
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(ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF PREVIOUS LETTER): 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
My name is Adela Aguilera, and I just want to let you know, that I have known Mark & Laury 
Fussia for more than 15 years, I have been a  long time customer of their establishment. They 
both are very nice people and always help the needy, incuding myself.  This is a good 
establishment and never have problems of any kind.   
 
 
Thanks!  Adela Aguilera. 



Planning Commission
ATTN: K.Guy
RE: Case # 2010.0135C
1650 Mission St #400
San Francisco, CA 94103

To Whom It May Concern:

It has come to my attention that a business that I care deeply about, the Red
Jack Saloon, is in jeopardy. I would like to assure you that the Red Jack Saloon is not
a disturbance to the peace of the neighborhood, but rather a venue for neighbors
and friends to gather and get to know one another. It is a family and a home filled
with sentimentality and nostalgia. Just stop by the annual holiday part, where
owners Mark and Lori rally the community to raise money for the less fortnate.
Just look at the "fundometer" on the wall that measures the money they are raising
for a wheelchair. When I wanted help raising money for breast cancer research,
Mark and Lori were there with open arms

I began going to the Red Jack to watch Boston sport when I moved to San
Francisco from Boston years ago. I still remember the first day I walked in, not
knowing a soul, and how I was welcomed without question. Since then, I have found
this cozy place has become a little piece of community and home for locals and
neighbors like myself. From the owners, to the bartenders, to the patrons, there is
always a familar and smilng face to invite you in, much like you would be
welcomed into a friend's living room.

Please do not let this wonderful small business fall through the cracks. We
need more generous business owners like Mark and Lori and more community
gathering places like the Red Jack Saloon in our city, not less. I appreciate your time
and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,
Hilary Thompson
2124 Hyde St #1
San Francisco, CA 94109



July 9,2010

Kevin Guy
S. F. Planning Dept.
1650 Mission St.
Suite 400
San Francisco, CA 94103

Re: Case No. 20io.0135C: 131 Bay St (Lot 022 of Assessor's Block 0039): Request
for conditional use authorization to continue operation of an existing nonconforming bar
use (dba "Red Jack Saloon) (see enclosed)

Dear Mr. Guy,

I appreciate the opportunity to provide comment on the aforementioned conditional use
authorization request involving the property in question.

The patrons of this establishment, Red Jack Saloon, are the lowliest form of miscreant
known to our species. They create a public nuisance for people who live in the area in
the following ways:

1. Patrons of this bar routinely stream out of the front entrance to smoke and block
passage for pedestrians walking along Bay St.

2. There is very frequent loud and drunken behavior on the part of bar patrons
particularly on Friday and Saturday nights.

3. Patrons routinely congregate along lower Midway St (between Stockton and
Kearny) often loitering on private property, where they smoke marijuana and
engage in other recreational drug use in order to be out of site of law enforcement
representatives.

4. I have regularly witnessed the presence of used condoms and vomit littering the
bottom of Midway St. on Saturday and Sunday mornings.

I respectfully request that you do not re-authorize the use of this property as a
nonconforming bar thereby providing residents of the neighborhood a little bit of peace
and quiet. Thank you.

Best regards,

QL~
r on Bray MD

33 Midway St.
SF, CA 94133



Mark & Laurie Fusia
i 31 Bay Street

San Francisco, CA 94133

July 9, 2010

Ron Miguel, President
San Francisco Planning Commission
i 650 Mission Street 4'h Floor
San Francisco, CA 94103

Rc: 13 i Bay Street
Conditional Use Application Casc No: 200 i 0.0 135C

Dear President Ron Miguel and Planning Commissioners:

We are Mark and Laurie Fusia, the owners and operators of i 31 Bay
Street Corporation, doing business as "The Red Jack Saloon" located at 131
Bay Street. (See pbotos and 1100r plan at Exhibit A). We have lived abovc
the saloon for 17 years and are very proud of our neighborhood. The bar
itself has been operatcd continuously since 19 i i. (Laurie wrote a social
history of this one-of-a-kind place for a class sevcral years ago, you can find
some interesting facts in it. (See Exhibit B for a chronology of the Saloon's
history). We reccntly attempted to make the bar more accessible to thc
disabled and in doing so were informed that the bar use is not considered a
legal-nonconforming use. This occurred afler the Building Department did
its routine referral of our alteration permit to the Planning Department.

When thc matter was refereed to the Planning Dcpartment, your staff
notified us and the building owner Mrs. Paladini that this commercial use
should have ceased operation on May 17, i 990. That was the termination
date for non-residential uses, as the new zoning allowed those uses to
continue for only 20 years after the rezoning in the year 1970.

Under the Planning Code, the Planning Department had thc obligation to
notify businesses and property owners of the coming termination date every
couple of years prior to May 17, 1990. The intent was to allow owners and



business tcnants enough warning so that they could apply to continuc the
non-conforming use if they wish, or relocate it. By the Code, this
continuation is handled by conditional use permit. But the Code required the

conditional use permit application for an extension be made prior to the
termination date (in this case, May 17, 1990).
The Planning Department has admitted in this case (and in others in recent
years), that it failed to keep good records on which busincss uses would
expire, and when. As a result, the required periodic notices from the
Department to commercial owners and businesses were not sent. As a

result, many property owners and businesses unknowingly lost their
opportunity to apply for a conditional usc pcrmit after May 17, 1990.

When we askcd the Department to accept our conditional usc pcrmit
application to continue our use, thc Department was very generous and
decided to waivc thc datc for submitting an application due to its f~lilure to
givc notice. The department allowcd for thc filing of our application in a
Deccmber 18, 2009 rcvised Letter of Determination.

Of course, if wc had been awarc of the May i 990 datc, wc would ncvcr have
bought the busincss in 1993. (Our business had been incorporated by the
State of California in 1983 and has continually opcratcd since thcn).

We have paid our taxes and bils religiously and through our charity have
takcn every opportunity to give back to the City that has been so good to us.
We are gratified to have received many letters of support from our neighbors
and customers and have close to 200 peoplc sign our Petition, 78 of whom
are within our 300' radius. (See Exhibit C for Petition and Lctters of
Support). This includcs neighbors dircctly to the right, lett and across the
street. A map of these supporters is attached at Exhibit D.

Weare a wei i i it ncighborhood saloon that offers our customers a safe place
to meet where there are no other bars in the immediate area. Most of our
customers are from the neighborhood so very few drive and we provide light
in an otherwisc dark area of the street that has been plagued with car break-
ins. We are strict enforcers of carding requirements and continuously receive
excellent ratings ¡rom San Francisco Public Health inspections. We are
truly a neighborhood "Mom &Pop" cstablishment and offer an alternative to
the tourist chains that dominate Pier 39 and give the out of towncrs that do
patronize us a true taste of San Francisco and many come back to visit upon
their return and also send thank you cards. You may get a sense of the spirit



their rcturn and also send thank you cards. You may get a sense of the spirit
and charm of the place by reading some newspaper articles at Exhibit E.
Our customers and neighbors recently joined us in establishing a 501-C 3
called "Bay Street Helping Hands" (tax id# 26-1716878,
baystreethelpinghands.org), to help those in our community in necd.
Through fundraisers, food and clothing drives we have donated to many
local charities including: Swords to Plowshares, San Francisco Food Bank,
St. Anthony Foundation, Larkin Street Youth Services, Glidc Foundation,
American Red Cross (SF Chapter), San Francisco Chronicle Season of
Sharing Fund, Goodwill; just to name a few. Over thc years we have
contributed close to $75,000 to the Boys & Girls Club of Hunter's Point as
that was our main charity before we formed this noo- profit.

While we understand the need to make sure that we are compatible and
desirable for this neighborhood, we hope that you sec through our letters of
support, personal testimony and history that wc truly reflect our
neighborhood as the property has throughout its existence. Bay Street is a
very busy street as it connects commuters to the North Bay and also guides
thousands of tourists; we feel we are an oasis from that hustle and bustle.
Our customers love the homey feeling they get when thcy cntcr as thcy see a
great deal oflocal memorabilia of times past, in addition is our memorabilia
collection of our beloved Boston Red Sox, representing the area we come
from.

Also, many of our customers live in the large apartment buildings that
surround us, Northpoint Apartments and Trinity, and we offer many of these
residents a home away from home to watch their sports teams or use our free
WI-Fi. We have at any time at least five sets oflocal rcsidents keys in case
they get locked out and we continuously keep a battery charger to hclp the
unlucky tourist who leaves thcir lights on and needs a jump for their battcry.
We have sponsored countless sports teams and can always be counted on to
sponsor a neighbor involved in the many tundraising walks in San
Francisco. We accept packages for our neighbors who might not be home
and Mark was even ordained to officiate the wedding of a customer at her
request; subsequently he has presided over five wedding ceremonies of Red
Jack customers.

We must also mention our employees who are an extension of our family.
Our current staff of four has worked here for a combined twenty years. We
pay a competitive wage, well over San Francisco's minimum, and feel we



treat them with respect. They are active in our fundraising events and
different sports teams. We are all very close and we trust them implicitly.
In conclusion, we just want to convey to you that we are '"hands on" local
small business owners and operators who arc dedicated to this
neighborhood. Since we live above the saloon, this business is much more
than a place to work. We have not changed much here other than the
occasional carpet or light bulb to keep its historic character.

Our landlord Norma Paladini has owned the property since 1948 and it has
extensive sentimcntal value for her and us. The rental income is also what
pays for her long-term care. Norma bought the Barbary Coast marker in
front ofthc propcrty to commemorate her deceased husband's love for thc
propcrty and we bought the Barbary Coast marker on the corner of Bay and
Stockton that reads "to our friend and neighbors" to commemorate our love
for the neighborhood.

As a result of our neighborhood meeting on July i i at our saloon, we
obtained even more support. The rear of onc person's unit (on a
perpendicular strcct) looks over our vcry small open rear yard. Since she
was concerned about secondary cigarette smoke and noise, she asked to
make certain commitments, which we are happy to make. We understand
your Staff is going to state them as Conditions of Approval. First, there will
be no smoking in the rear yard at any time; and second, no patrons will be
allowed in thc small rear yard after 9 pm on weekdays and Sundays, and
atìer i 0 pm on Friday and Saturday nights.

Thank you for time and consideration,

ark &Laurie F~~N ~~

CC: rell Gladst;n! Lq.

















Chronology of 13 I Bay Street, San Francisco, CA

(As recorded in the SF Public Library in directories and SF arcbives)

. 1875- Lot 22 bad water connections signed for the lot.

. 1880- Lot 22 had second water lined signed for future upstairs

flat.

. 1882- Bay Shallows are filed and the other side of Bay Street is

ready for development.

. 1906- The Great Fire devastates the area.

. 1907- Evidcncc of 131 Bay Street in its prescnt form appears

when Fclix Nebia of Sunny Siopc Vincyard & Wine Co. signs for

more water lines.

. 1911- 131 Bay Street first becomes a business (as much evidence

could be found). It is listed in the directory under restaurants as

"Purcell Romeo".

. 1914- Frank and Lucy Mussio move into the property at 131 Bay.

. 1917- Mnssios move to Powell Street and available data suggests

that 131 Bay appears vacant unti 1921.

. 1921- Chester Wallace opens his restaurant at 131 Bay and he and

his wife Alice live npstairs at 133 Bay.

. 1927- There is a new name in the restaurant listing, Jose Cabora.

. 1928- The name David Bertolone appears in the restaurant listing,

then New Genoa Restaurant and back to David Bertolone in 1930.

. 1938- David Bertolone is listed as a bartender, perhaps the

restaurant was another victim of the depression.

S:\Clicnts\Fusia 1469\('hronology of 131 Bay Strect.doc



. 1940- 131 Bay Street Centeno Restaurant is listed with Jose

Centeno living upstairs.

. 1945- Properly sold to M & Maria Taormira.

. 1946- Dutche's Lunch opens to service factory workers in the

neighborhood. Neighbors include Simmons Bed Springs Factory,

Liquid Carbonic, Smart Oxygen Company, Bianchi's Machine

Shop and Star I ron Works.

. 1949- Property sold to Angelo and Norma Paladini. Norma is the

current owner in 2010.

. 1951- Dutch moves to another properly and Rudolph lJrbais and

his wife Evelyn run a luncheonette and live upstairs.

. 1952- Madeline Starks opens Rudy's Lunch. Frank Alioto lived in

the apartment upstairs.

. 1906- Bay Inn Restaurant opens on property.

. 1964- The Gallery Tavern opens on the property.

. 1967- The Baj Tavern is opened. The Baj was owned by a gay

eouple and by some accounts was one of the first gay bars in

San Francisco.

. 1976- A eouple huys the Baj but do not enjoy the same success as

the previous owners.

. 1977- The Baj is sold to Frank Perez who ealled the place the

Bombay Restaurant.

. 1980- Perez remodels the bar. The bar fixtures come from a

variely of North Beach bars and gives the place authentic SF

character.

S:\Clients\Fusia 1469\Chronology of 1 J 1 Bay Strcct.doc



. 1983- 131 Bay Street Corporation is founded to buy and names it

Hourigan's.

. 1988- The bar is sold to Doug Burke who opened Burke's Pub.

. 1993- Doc Rogers and Tom Rochte buy the bar and Red Jack

Saloon opens. Doe dies suddenly of a heart attack the week before

the Red Jack opens.

. 1993- Mark Fusia buys in as partner with Tom Rochte.

. 1996- Mark and his wife Laurie buy Tom out and become sole

owners of the Red Jack Saloon and live upstairs continually until

this day.

. 2007- Bay Street Helping Hands is founded; a non-profit that uses

the resources of the Red Jack's friends and neighbors to help

those in the community in need.

S:\Clicnts\Fusia i 469\Chronology of 13 i Bay Street.doc



13 i Ray Street

We, the undersigned, support the conditional u~e application for 13 i Bay Street that
would allow the bar i:rrently operating on the ground floor to continue its existing
operations.
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~. 0 I' \' i \l vv;r c rt the undersigned, support the conditional u," application fur i 3 i Bay Strt that
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131 Bay Stret

We, the widersigned. support the conditiona use application for 131 Bay Stret tht

would allow the bar currently opng on the ground floor to continue its existing
operations.
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13 i Day Street

We, the undersigned, support the conditioniù use application for 13 i Bay Street that
would allow the bar currently operating on the ground floor l( continue its existing
operations.
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We, the undersigned, support the conditional use application for 13 i Bay $tt that

would allow the bar currently operating on the ground floor to continue its msting
operations.
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131 Bay Street

We, the widersigned, support the conditional use application for 131 Bay Street tht

would allow the bar currntly opng on the ground floor to continue its existing
operations,
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(a 131 Bay Street

We, the underigned, support the conditional use application fOT i 3 i Bay Street that
would allow the bar currently operating on the ground floor to continue its existing
operations.
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131 Bay Street

We, the undersigned, support the conditional use application for i 3 i Hay Street that
would allow the bar currently operating on the grolUd floor to continue its existing
operations.
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13 i Bay Street

We, the undersigned, support the conditional usc application for 13 i Bay Street that
would allow the bar currentJy operating on the ground floor to continue its existing
operations.
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131 Bay Street

We, lhe undersigned, support the conditional use application for i 3 i Bay Street that
would allow the bar currently operating on the ground floor to continue its existing
operations.
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,,(f)5ß' i ~-- 131 nay Street

. tl1J 1)0 Wc, the undersigned, support thc conditional usc applicaton for 131 ßay Stret that

'J\r J \ would.allow the bar currently operating on the ground floor to continue its existing~ . opcrations.
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131 lIay Street

We, the undersigned, support the conditional use application for 131 Bay Stret that

would allow the bar currently operating on the grOlmd floor to continue its existing
operntions,
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úf\1- ~ .- Street
'\~\¡ . We, the undersigned, support the eondilaL use application for 13 Bay Street thatwould allow the bar currntly operating on the ground Hoor to continue its existing

operations.
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Dea MadSir;

I have been a resident of the Nortpoint Aparents since 1970. Since tht tie I have
bee witness to many changes in our neighborhood. From the disbandment of the belt
Jine railroad to the malt silo to the political fight and subsequent building of the world
famous Pier 39; from th removal of the garbage exchage station to the building of the
Mun bil yard; from the destction of severa sml businesses and warehouses to build

Hotels like the Sherton and Hyatt; from the demolishment of the public housing
complex to the buildig of the multi-inme complex I have been a member of the
neighborhood. I believe this historica perspective places me in a good position to
provide valuable input on changes being considered in our community.

It has recently come to my attention that it has been detemùed to close down the "Red
Jack Saloon" because of zonig changes made in 1970 even though a bar has been
allowed to operate in tht location for the past tl nine years. Following are my
reasons for the need for a reconsidertion of the detenination to close the "Red Jack
Saloon".

1. The Red Jack is one of the most popular neighborhood bar in San Francisco.
The owners, Mark and Laure Fucia go to great effort to provide a hospitable and
safe atmosphere for all customers whether from the neighborhood across the
nation or around the world. This atmospher has created an ary of customers
which is tny reflective of the diversity that makes San Fracisco the destiation
of choice for people from al over the world. No one is a stger for very long

when they walk ioto the Red Jack. Bîrcly paries, special celebrations, holidays,
weddings, and memorials ar al commonplace at the Red Jack.

2. The building housing the Red Jack Saloon. the bar itself as well as all the bar
under different names th existed before it wa named the Red Jack Saloon are
al an important par of the historic fabric of our local community. This is
evidenced by the "Barbar Coast Tral" plaque in front of the bar sponsored by
the owicr of the propert and the one at the comer of Bay and Stockton
sponsored by Mark and Laure Fusia. The building itself as well as the bar could
easily be designated as a San Fracisco historic site.

3. In recognition of the economic hard ties faced by San Fracisco and the counti

Laure and Mark along with several longtime Red Jack reguar established a non-
profit public benefit corpration in 2007 to help our neighbors in need. "Bay
Str Helping Hands" provides an opportty for Red Jack patrons and others to
pool their resoures together to help those in need with our communty. A
paral list of those receiving support from Bay Strt Helping Hands in 2009
includes the San Francisco Food Ban, Goodwill, the St. Anthony Foiidation, the
Glide Memoral free meals program and the Swards to Plowshar prgr.

4. A neighborhood bar such as the Red Jack Saloon provides a valuable serce to
the local communty frm a public safety standpoint There are at least a thus
apaents with the immedate area of the Red Jack includig 500 units at
Nortpoint Apaents alone. A lage number of these aparents are fined with
people who would rather have a local neighborhood bar to wal to rather than get



in their car to go to anther par of the city to enjoy a night out. One might
conclude there ar numerus ba to go to in the Fishenan's Whar area but we
locas would much prefer to leave these to the toursts for which they ar intended
and most impotly priced.

5. Although the Red Jack provides a haven for locals it is also a place to go and
retu for many national and interntional visitors to the Fishennan's Wharf area.

These visitors are lookig for a San Fracisco neighborhood bar experience
instead of a tomst expeence and often mae the Re Jack their base of
operations durng their visit to San Fracisc. When you ask them how they found
the Red Jack they usuly say the internet, word of 

mouth or walking arund the

Whar lookig for a neighborhood ba close to their Hotel or cruise ship. They ar
always made welcome by the sta and regulars at the Red Jack.

I hope these sOWld reans for keeping the Red Jack an irreplaceable par of our
neighborhood help you make a favorable fmal decision. If you feel a public hearng
would be in order to make a fi decision I am sur the room would be filled with loyal
Red Jack patrons.

Respectflly yours,

1a~'t~;LL(
Retired, USDA Forest Service



Sir/Madam, May 13, 2010

I am writing this in reference to the Red Jack Saloon. What may just look like an ordinary

watering hole to the passerby is actually a welcoming gathering place for the family away from home.

'moved to San Francisco from Washington DC in mid 2003. Shortly after landing a job at Pier

39, i came across this local bar on Bay Street. Very much like being an immediate guest in someone's
home the bartenders invite you in and quickly introduce you to the community over a draft beer. It's

unheard of for a stranger to enter and not meet the owners laurie and Mark Fusia, who invite them into

the local family.

I never realized how many people move from the east coast and land in San Francisco. On any

given night i can meet people from Boston, Philadelphia. DC, or Chicago and lA, all with one thing in

common. We're all away from home. This became home. When most people are carving turkey with

their families on Thanksgiving, laurie is feeding us and we're watching football with Mark. Birthdays are

frequent and never forgotten, and there is no better place to be than the Red Jack Christmas party for

charity, but really for us.

when my wife was in a car accident, the bar raised money for her. When we were to be

married, Mark ordained himself to perform the ceremony and Laurie took the helm as our wedding

planner. When Ruby a bar regular needed expensive meds, or Paul a bartender was diagnosed with

Guillain- Barre syndrome, this neighborhood family came together for them financially and emotionally.
Even when I was hard up for cash from the wedding and with plans to move back to DC, laurie hired me

as a bartender even though they didn't need the help. The list goes on.

In the end, I'm back in DC, am lucky enough to say that i have two families on two coasts. And

like with your own loved ones, i will be dropping everything this December to spend Christmas in San

Francisco with my Red Jack family.

Sincerely,

Paul Simone

650-722-1033



my letter for the bar - Inbox - Yahoo! Mail Page 1 of I

April 29, 20 10

De SirlMadam,
I am writing in support of TIie Red Jack Saloon on 13 i Bay Street. As a previous resident of the neighborhood and a

patron of The Red Jack for the past 6 yenrs, I can testify 10 the staple this establishment is in the North Beach
community.

With a true sense of family iind friends, whelC cveryone knows everyone, The Red Jack serves as an extension of
our living rooms. Owners Mark and Lauric Fusia make everyone feel welcome, and arc the first to offer support to
those in need. i was a vidim of a hit and run several years ago, iind they were there to offer support and take a
collection on my behalf while J was in the hospital. J was a complete straiiger to them at the time, but they still
helped out since the accident WilS in the neighborhood. They have since become very good friends of 

mine. And the

goodwil continues for anyone in need... there is always a collection going around. And at Christmas time, every
year, they raise a tremendous anllltlit of money Wiih ihe bar for the Boys and Girls Club of 1 luntlrs Pnint, also Bay
Street Helping I lands. Owner Mark F\lsia Ixca11e ,In ordained minister, :iiu married my hlJs¡'ä~(i";l;;d"iin an
amazing ceremony- all hecause we were connected through The Red Jack. Additionally, my husband was employed
at The Red Jack for a year which was vilal to our household.

After a long day there is nothing beller than going in there for a rintto unwind and chai up a friend. Football sc¡¡i;on

comes around, iiiid there is no hc1ter plnce to wiich your team in the iieig)ihnrho()d. People drive cle¡jr across tiie
city 10 calch a game at The Red Jack and enjoy the complimentary hot dogs. The Red Jack is also a venue to the SF
Dar League. which is always good to brin!: everyone together mid husiness (0 the neig.hhorhood.

I believe 100% 'l'he Red Jack is one of the most importaiii spots in North Beadi, and needs to remain open. Please
do not hesitate 10 contact me for vnlidation or any questions.

Sincerely,
Adeline Simone
202-380-7785
¡!~tii'iië;\¡.:(,',;~:0:gin"i I," lin

http://us.mc656.mail,yahoo.com/mc/welcome?.gx=i&.tr= 12743 89923&.rand"-5r4gbinfpe... 5/20120 i ()



July 10,2010

San Francisco Planning Commission
1650 Mission St. 4th Floor
San Francisco, CA. 94101

Dear President and Planning Commission:

I am a long iime æsidcni ofthc ì\orthpoini Apartments and am writing in support orihl.
conditional use application to legalize the operation of the Red Jack Saloon. Over the
past several years I have come to know Mark and Lauric Fusia and many olthcir regular
patrons. Although I do not imbibe I have always felt very welcome and reel it is not only
a safe and congenial place for people of all backgrounds, ages and races to meet but to
socialize. Therefore the Red Jack is an inicgml part of our neighborhood. I am
especially appn:ciativc of their establishment of the Bay Street I it'lring lünds charity to
which I personally contrihute.

Thank you for your favonihle consideration.

Sincerely.

&J:\;/'.Jvi\, ';j\-êvw,/v\t"-_

Barbara Stanton

265 Nurthpoint
San Francisco, CA. 94133



July 6, 2010

City & County of San Francisco
Planning Department
1650 Mission Street, Fourth Floor
San Francisco, CA 94103-2414

Dear Madam/Sir:

i am a patron ofThe Red Jack Saloon since my residence in San Francisco in 1993, Around 1995 Mark
and laurie Fusia started bartending and eventually became the proprietors.

Under their management the bar took on a life of its own. The Red Jack is the place that people from
the neighborhood gather to watch the games and have parties, from birthdays to wedding showers and
share holiday events. The Red Jack Saloon is that neighborhood place.

On a recent visit to The Red Jack Saloon on game day, a young patron told me, 'i was thinking of sitting
at home but I would be alone, so i came here and I'm glad i did'. If you live alone in San Francisco it can
be a pretty lonely place but with a place like The Red Jack Saloon, you can always find a conversation
and maybe a new friend,

About 1997, Mark and laurie decided to have a holiday fundraiser for The Boys and Girls Club of Hunter
Point raising thousands for their general support over several years. These fundraising events sparked
the evolution of Bay Street Helping Hands, a non-profit developed to raise funds for the residence in
need living in the North Beach neighborhood, I'm proud to be a board member of this non-profit,

because it is small donations from the local neighbors in support of the local neighbors.

I support the ongoing business use of the Red Jack Saloon, and plead the planning department to issue a
conditional use authorization.

Respectfully yours,

Charlene Folcomer
265 North Point Street #202
San Francisco, CA 94133



Dear Hearing Board Members,

I am writing ihis letler in support ùfthe Red Jack Saloon and owners Mark and i ,auric Fusi~i on
i 3 i Bay street in San Francisco.

I have lived in San Francisco now for just over ille year via New York City, and have been going
to the Red Jack for about 9 months now. lbough I live nearly a mile away, when I am in thc
mood for a good conversation and a beer I often by-pass the plethora of bars in the North Beach
area to make the walk all the way down to Bay street and Stod,1011. 1 go oul of my way beeiiusc
some things in life nrc worth the extra effort. This little bar is extremely warm and friendly and it
attracts quality patrons. It's this combimition that makes this litt Ie bar more just another local
watcring hule or place where drinkers congregate. The Red Jack is:i ncighhmhood 1lltl.liiig
place, and a place l\ meet new friends. It's a place to havc soll1: good lau,?hs with other working
professionals or shoot a game of darts, or just rda.' Personally, i have met several lrÍl:l1ds in this
bar in the short time I've been here and would simply hate to sec this b(ir go.

I suppose I wouldn't be writing this ifit wnci!'i f(ir the gn:at Ilwiii::rship leam. lhe bar is a
reflection of Mark & I ,auric Fusia, who arc not ahso.ntio. \lWlio.l's but ;ictivdy o.iigago.d in making
sure things are done right. They have cute parties for spc("i:ii C\TlllS (sP(lrts, nsi':irs. (~tc) and
always use these events to r¡iisc moiiey for various diaritio.s. i doii'tthiiik this sl1(u1d hI.
overlooked. I'm sure then.: are other bars that may do tlils (hut i haven't found them yct) \Vith
Mark and Lauric, it's just a n.'gular part oflJieir business. In this raiher sdiìsli age, i thiik that's
impressive.

One of the first things I !lotii;ed about thc Ro.d Jack was tli¡¡t so ¡iiaiiy patJllllS seo.ino.d to kJl(lV
and like eaeliother. I was reminded oltales olthe old style Eiighsh puhlie houses of old where
neighbors would gather for a dnnks, conversation, and build relationships that help in~ike a
community strong and healthy. I believ.. this is lllAT placc II the m::ighborlio"d. l'v. iievfr
seci a fight in this bar. I've never even heard an argument i You won't hear alxii¡\ some driveby
shooting at the Red Jack - no way - it's not that kind of place. i\iid with all the vinknl.l. in Nonh
Beach as oflate, it sure is eoinf0l1ing to 1m: to h~i\'e a sak and !ì'ìcndly placc to go. :\ place 10
go where many pcopk will cventually kiiow your name. And no onc is packing heai, d(ipe. or
attitudes that cause trouble.

Not only do I ihink it would be my personal loss for this bar to he shut down, but ltruly bdieve it
would be a loss to the eommwlily. Working protcsSi(lnals like me nen! a quahty place tn go and
unwind that are lacking in this arca. I would strongly appcalto your minds and hearts to ko.ep
this little bar in business and allow it to remain open. The Red Jack is (ìOOJ) plilce \vh(;re
GOOD hearted people meet. This is the sort of glue that helps a build a community and keep it
together. The Red Jaà is a tlirowbaà to better times and our community would be at a loss

without it. Please allow it to stay open. Thank you, f()r your c()iisiderallOJl.

Sincerely,

.-"

~-- ~ .- - - -'\ _..-~..,

DOh.~~--'-"-'..:
1367 Mason Street
San Francisco, CA 94133
415-839~Rg92 I 732-979-6900 cell
Owner operator: Familylnsuranee.()rg CA lieeiise tiOF85fDO
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Planning Commission
ATTN, K. Guy
RE, Case # 2010.0135C
1650 Mission St #400
San Francisco, CA 94103

To Whom It May Concern:

It has come to my attention that a business that I care deeply about, the Red
Jack Saloon, is in jeopardy. I would like to assure you that the Red Jack Saloon is not
a disturbance to the peace of the neighborhood, but rather a venue for neighbors
and friends to gather and get to know one another. It is a family and a home filled
with sentimentality and nostalgia. Just stop by the annual holiday party, where
owners Mark and Lori rally the community to raise money for the less fortunate.
Just look at the "fundometer" on the wall that measures the money they are raising
for a wheelchair. When I wanted help raising money for breast cancer research,
Mark and Lori were there with open arms

I began going to the Red lack to watch Boston sports when i moved to San
Francisco from Boston years ago. I stil remember the first day i walked in, not
knowing a soul, and how i was welcomed without question. Since then, I have found
this cozy place has become a little piece of community and home for locals and
neighbors like myself. From the owners, to the bartenders, to the patrons, there is
always a familar and smiling face to invite you in, much like you would be
welcomed into a friend's living room.

Please do not let this wonderful small business fall through the cracks. We
need more generous business owners like Mark and Lori and more community
gathering places like the Red Jack Saloon in our city, not less. I appreciate your time
and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,
Hillary Thompson
2124 Hyde St #1
San Francisco, CA 91109



November 1, 2009

TO: Whom It May Concern

RE: Red Jack Saloon/Bay Street Helping Hands
Mark & Laurie Fusia

This is a letter of support for the Red Jack Saloon and the Bay Street Helping
Hands program, which have provided the following for our son, Paul Langhorn,
who has been quadriplegic for the past three years:

. Financial support of over $25,000 during the past 3 years,

which has been used for the purchase of a handicapped van
that allows Paul to travel to therapy as well as for therapies and
expenses not covered by his insurance.

. Maintaining community connection and providing emotional

support: phone calls, pictures, and letter writing campaigns from his
friends at the Red Jack bolster his spirits and let him
know that he is still connected to and cared for by his friends in
San Francisco. This also provides a sense of community to the
Red Jack "family" by creating a structure for giving assistance
to those in need.

. In-person visits that provide respite care for Paul so that we (his

parents) can go away for 2-3 days. Laurie, Mark and Nicole are our
mainstays for respite care, and come ever¡ 3 months to give us
time off and to lift Paul's spirits. This is a ver¡ important
as it gives Paul the opportunity to be with his friends again
without his parents, as he did when he lived in San Francisco.

The above is the summar¡ of what Laurie, Mark, Nicole and Paul's friends from
The Red Jack have brought to our lives during the past three years. Below is the
"long stor¡" to provide more details of the goodness of these wondeiful people
who continue to provide both the financial support and the caring emotional
support that will help our son heal from this devastating disease.

Our son, Paul Langham, graduated from San Francisco State University in 2003
and subsequently began to work as a bartender and handyman at the Red Jack
Saloon. His degree was in computer information technology, but jobs in that field
were scarce at that time, and Paul's plan was to start work on his master's
degree while working nights at the Red Jack. However, in November 2006 those



plans were interrupted by a sudden and devastating attack of Guilain-Barre
Syndrome, which paralyzed him from head to toe within a day.

Paul spent two months in Intensive Care at Seton Hospital in Daly City before he
was stable enough to be flown to Encinitas, CA, where he grew up. He was
visited daily by his many friends at the Red Jack. Laurie brought goodies for the
family and the hospital staff. Nicole brought food baskets for our hotel room.
Paul was stable enough to be flown to Encinitas in early January 2007, where he
was hospitalized for another six months in Encinitas, then moved to a
rehabilitation facility for another six months before he was able to be moved to
our home. During this year Paul's friends at the Red Jack called him often to
bolster his spirits, and Laurie and Mark Fusia, with other friends from the Red
Jack, would fly down to visit him every couple of months. They organized
brigades of cards, letters, and pictures which not only kept Paul's spirits up, but
also helped create a way for his friends at the Red Jack to keep in touch with
someone who couldn't speak clearly (and for months he couldn't speak at all).

As Paul had substantial debts and very few assets when he was stricken, Paul
was the inspiration for the Bay Street Helping Hands program. The funds that
Paul has received from this organization have been a lifesaver for him. They
provided the means to purchase a handicapped van so that he can go to the
therapy, as well as paying for therapies not approved by his insurance. Also, as
his government stipend is small, the financial support allows Paul to stay up-to-
date in the technology field.

I don't know what Paul - or we - would have done without the help of the Bay
Street Helping Hands and Paul's friends at the Red Jack. When Paul came
home he found that most of his friends had moved away. His friends in San
Francisco continue to be extremely important in his life, and their dedication to
maintaining the relationship and helping him through this incredibly difficult time
is very important to his healing process. We know Paul has a long recovery time
ahead of him. He is still quadriplegic and needs assistance with all activities -
very difficult thing for a 30 year old man. The support of the Bay Street Healing
Hands and his friends at the Red Jack will continue to help him in every way, and
their support will help him to have the faith and strength to continue on this long
and arduous path.

Please allow this support to continue. It is organized community support like this
that provides the way for groups, such as the neighborhood of the Red Jack, to
express their caring and support as effective action that truly changes the life of
someone in need. As the Langhorn family can testify, we couldn't have provided
the van and the therapy for Paul without this help, and it is making it possible for
Paul- and us - to make the best effort for recovery possible. Please support
this worthy cause.

Sincerely, Linda & Alan Langham



".

July 4, 2010

To whom this may concern,

My flame is Molly Brainsw,i)', and i haw hcen going tu Red Jack Saloon for

about four years now. J moved here from southern California live years ago, away from

my family and friends, in order to go to schooL. The first time I \va!kcd into The Red

Jack, i fdi wdwnic. Tliefl' is:i stroiig: community ¡hal i.:-isls inside tlJisc dulls, ,md I

could feel it ti'om the moment I walh-d in. I have met many people therl. that r know will

be lite long fht:rids. The relationships that exist althe Red .lack Saloon arc very important

to everyone 11m! ln:qucnls ihere. and in order to keep those fncndships as close ,is tli-:y

arc, The Red Jack must remain open.

Ahout two and fl half years agu, i mel my current boyfrj¡,nd at Rcd .bi.'s. Just

sitting at this great hal", with great people, i mel a wonderful man, (¡n.:g Lynn. Greg is a

neighhor to Red .lack's (he livcs aI2(i(j I!ay- Niirihpoini apartments) and is also a

memhcr of Red Jack's C League dart (cam. They an: a talented dart team mHl they

proudly won the tirst place trophy this year beating out all (he nther bars competing in

their league. lie loves to play darts, and Red .lack's has givctl him an opportunity to b-:

(lrart of a team.

Although there arc many natural bori Smi Franciscans Hiat lrcqu¡,ni tlh~ bar, many

or the n:gulars Hr¡, jusl like me. Like myself. many hav!. moved here on their own \vithout

any family or friends to lean on. The Red Jm:k has become 01 JR fìimily and friends. rhis

past Christmas I was unahle to go home and be with my family. This \-vas riy first

Christmas in the tw\:nty-six years o(my life thut i would not be spending \,,¡th ¡hem.



July 4, 2010

was pretty distraught about the whole thing until my friends at the Red Jack came up with

an aHernatc solution for me. They 100 were not able to spend the holidays with their

family, so they were planning for a Christmas dinner with friends. Aller a great

Christmas with my friends, we all walked owr to the Red Jack and Mike (one of the

bartenders at the Red Jack who had partaken in the Christina~ festivities as well) opened

the bar so all the frii.IIJs auJ all tlie regulars could mcd and wìsh cw:h uther Cl MelT)'

Christmas.

The !"riçiidships and CUlllllUtlity thaI lws been built at L1H': R.l:d J¡¡ck Saloon an: so

importiiit In so m,my people. \\/c laugh wiih each nthcr. we care for each oiher, and we

lean on each other. If the Red Jack wen.: 10 dos!., the Jitlk community ihai exisls ,it III

Bay Streel would probably ceasi' 10 i'xisi ;is welL. PleasL' take i/lio cniisideralioii what the

patrons of the Red Jack Salonn have loInsI..

Thank You,

Molly Bramsway

¡;L."t-i 7lcZ-�;h'w-v0C

101 Evelyn Way

San Franeisco CA C)4 i 27

66t-965-8668

adore idol(o!yah()o com



July t i, 2010
Sún Francisco piannin~ Commission
1650 Mission Street 4\ Floor
San Francisco, CA 94103
Attn: Kevin Guy
Re: 131 Bay Street

Conditional Use Application Case No.: 2010.0135(

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing with wholehearted support for the granting of a non-conforming use

permit to the Red Juck Saluon. I undcrst¡Uld this is it wning issue, but th~ fate of the Red
Jack will have an impact on many people ncar and far. Mark and Lauric Fusia arc
committed to conducting business to create a responsible and hospiluhlc environment for
locals and tourists alike to gather and socialize.

I moved to the Bay area 8 years ago from Connecticut. I grew up in a small town,
where my parents wen;: raised. I vulue the positive strength a sense of community can
give to an individuaL. J crave adwnture and seek new experience, hut when i unpacked
my bags in thc Bay are:. and became friends with Mark and Lauric I found accompanying
my life change were some otthose core values J grew up with. Mark and Laurie havi.
created a welcoming atmosphere whether it is your first time through the doors or you've
been a patron sinee prior to their over i 5 years of ownership. Loss of this experience in a
neighhorhood where there is little opportunity to meet your neighhor, or create a lasting
relationship would be a tragedy.

One reason i value my pcrsonal relationship with Mark and Lauril' is the respect I
teel for their broad consideration for people. Their concerns don't simply lie in day to
day business. They continually demonstrate support not just 10 those in their

establishment. but in their community, the city, and globally as welL. I have infinite
examples, hut I will respect brevity and meiition just onc. Traditionally in spirit of the
holiday season The Red .lack Saloon will sponsor òl party as a fl.ndraiser There came a
time when their fwiding nceds had been met so then: was a need to redirect the resources
in order to sponsor other worthy causes. Lauric founded The Bay Strci: I Iclping I.lands
non-profit organization, of which I am a board member. The Red Jack sponsors the
administrative costs, enabling a one hundred percent non profit situation. The idea is
simple: little by little when we act together we can make a meaningful difference in the
lives of others. Since the inception of BSHH the Red .lack hus been the host site for
fundrisers. Although it may not he pertinent to the zoning codc, I believe this example
proves the Red Jack Saloon to be .il asset rather than 3 dctriini.nt to the community.

Thank you fix your consideration and time. Please tecl free to contact me for any
furher infonnation.

s¡n1lCrCI . /f

./í~gL CÍ/!-
Nicole . Per10wsky

np._ 420@hotmail.com

--



Date: July 10, 20 i 0

To: Kcvin Guy

San Francisco Planning Departmcnt

From: Allan Thorp
4 Water S trect
San Francisco CA 94 i 33

Re: Support of Rcd Jack Saloon of 131 Bay Strcet San Francisco

Dcar Mr Guy,

I reccntly bccamc aware that thcrc is an upcoming hcaring on June
22, 20lD regarding Ihe prcsent legal zoning status of the Rcd Jack
Saloon. I am writing to you to documcnt my support of this
busincss and their continued operation in my ncighborhood.

I have been a rcsident of San Francisco sincc 199 I whcre I moved
after living in the San Jose arca for 4 years. Prior to that I livcd in
Massachusetts. San Francisco is my home and i am proud to live
here. The city is a vibrant, culturally mixed and tolerant place to
livc. And though i do not always agrce with the politics in this
town, therc is no place in this world ihat I would rather live.

The Red Jack Saloon represents an cxamplc of why i enjoy this
city. i moved to this neighborhood 5 years ago. Whcn i entered
this establishment, i was immcdiately impresscd wiih the
friendliness of thc owners Mark and Laurie Fusia and their
staff. Though a stranger at this placc, i was grccted and welcomed
immediately. Ovcr the years, i learncd that I was not in an
exclusive category. Time and again, i see ncwcomcrs greeted in
thc same manner. The Red Jack owners and staff make you feel

like you bclong and treat you with respect.



i would also like to point out that the Red Jack gives back to the
neighborhood. Over the ycars, I havc contributed to and
participated in charitable fundraiscrs run at this location. It is clear
that the owners of the Red Jack understand their role and
responsibility whcn it comcs to contributing to this
neighborhood. Bay Strect Helping Hands is onc key cxample of
this.

From a zoning perspcctivc, thcir localion is admit-tingly unusual
and unique. There are i imitcd commcrcial businesses and no other
saloons within the immcdiatc ncighborhood. But, for mc, this is
their greatcst attribute. A tavern should bc a placc that you can

go to to relax atìer a hard day of 
work. Without thc Rcd Jack, thc

choiccs lor a local rcsidcnt is to go out on Picr 39 and North
Bcach. Both arc grcat choiccs but thcy arc primarily designcd for
the tourist. Without thc Rcd Jack, wc lose that local neighborhood
establishmcnt and thc wondcrful rclaxcd atmosphcrc that you get
therc.

I fully support thc continued operation olthc Red Jack Saloon.

Sinccrcly,

Allan Thorp
4 Watcr Street
San Francisco CA 94133
4156732422



July J 2.20 io

Planning Cominissi()11

1600 Mission Street #400
San Fmncisco, CA 94 i 03
Rc; Case 1f2010.0USC

Dear Madam/Sir

As a longtime patron ofthc Red .lack Saloon. i w(iuld like to say thaI it is truly a
neighborhood place. People can gather then:: to watch sports, engage in conversation,
have parties and vVldding showers. and nK'ct people oral! ages. All this in a safe
location,

Resides a place to sociali/.c, it is also a rlm:c to raise funds for various needy causes.
Lauric and Mark Fusia established the Bay SIred Helping i lands non-profìt organi-
zation, of \\liidi i aiii;i briard member. The iirganiz:tion h¡IS had (.'vt.nts Itl raise funds

for v¡:riolis groups, i.e. ¡Iunlers Point Hoys ,1I1d (jir1s Club. S\vords to Plil\vsharcs (pro-
vides ass is lance tn military veterans). Si.l\llthnnys and others that can use assisl~Hlec.

¡lived in the ncighhorhooJ from 1992 until 2()()3.and althuiigh i !lave lliiVeU I still go
baek there three ur more days a \v~'ek..

Please incluue m)' support rut issuance (llllK condiiional ClUlll(ri/,ltiori for cOl1lìiiLl:d
business for the Red .lack Saloon.

Respectfully.

r/ //~/ ¡í
)fl1~/r(/ .l/.jý/J-t-/
Barbara J.Reefl
155 Jackson SIred li401
San Pram:isco. en 94 i 11



To whom it may concern,

Three years ago I was struck with a debilitating

sickness which left me quadriplegic. The Red Jack
Saloon helped by rallying the local community to

form a charity to help people like myself who need

support.

In addition to offering moral support, my friends at

the Red Jack make it possible for me to afford

specialized therapies and equipment which has

greatly aided my recovery. Many others besides me

rely on the assistance the Red Jack provides; life

would be much more diffcult without it.

Please allow the Red Jack to carryon providing the

community with a warm, friendly place to gather

while helping those in need.

~~



July S, 2010

From; Ryan and Jacqueline O'Connor
RE: Red Jack Saloon Hearing on July 22, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

We have been patrons of the Red Jack Saloon for the past nine years. Throughout this time, we have
met and become friends with many people from the Red Jack Saloon, including Mark and laurie Fusia.

Ryan moved to San Francisco from Atlanta, GA in 1996 and Jacqueline moved from Northampton,
Massachusetts in 2001. Upon moving into North Point apartments, one of our goals was to become part
of the neighborhood community, so we purposely sought local places to patron and support such as the
grocery store, dry cleaners, restaurants and bars, and general stores. It was clear from the beginning
that the Red Jack Saloon fit this criterion and was part of the fabric of the community, which was
ultimately a considerable draw for us as well as others in the neighborhood.

San Francisco overall is comprised of many different small business owners which is what also helps
makes our city so unique. It is important not only for our neighborhood to maintain these businesses, it
is also vital for the tourism industry because many visitors are unable to experience this in their own
communities.

The Red Jack Saloon is ",Iso a positive business influence in our community. Mark and laurie Fusia are
honest business owners and they also started a charity called Bay Street Helping Hands that provides
local aid to those in need. There have been food drives, clothing drives, monetary donations, etc. They
truly give back to their community.

In closing, the Red Jack Saloon is a great place to meet friends after work as well as catch our local sports

games. We are strong advocates for maintainine this essential, local business.

Sincerely,('yDk
Ryan and Jacqueline O'Connor
245 North Point Street #205
San Francisco, CA 94133

1415) 69H660

W4~LiJ
8~lJf~



Paul Doohue

646 Guerrero St.

San Francisco, CA 94110

To whom it may concern,

Having worked the last eighteen years as Head ServerjTrainer for Pier Restaurants LP on Pier 39, I've
had th pleasure of patronizing the Red Jack Saloon, at Bay and Stockton, occasionally after work for

some years now. In this time I've discovered it to be a frertly, clean, professionally-run
establishment. The clientele is predominantly a service-industry crowd, which appeals to me
greatly, as there are ra rely any of the rowdy tourists you get at some of the othe r Wharf bars. This
crowd is mOre low-key and well-mannered.

Every year when the young kids come in to work the summer on Pier 391 tell them to not even
bother trying to get into Red Jacks if they're not twenty-one or don't have a valid ID. I've been to
many bars throughout the city and l can say without a doubt the Red Jack Saloon is the most
stringent carding bar I've ever seen. They make no eKceptions and I've suun them turn away quite a
lot 01 business over the years for lack of proper 10_ They carded my forty five year old brother.

I've also been highly impressed with the unusual amount of charity work carried out by the owners,
Mark and Lori, as well as the bartenders, Nicole, Mike, Nick and Shawna. Seems like every hoiiday is
designated for one charity or another, and it's amazing to me that ALL contributions/tips go toward
the cause, essentially meaning that each ba rtender basically works some of the busÎest nights of
thi;ir year for next to nothing.

On behalf of my co-workers and friends on Fisherman's Wharf, i would !ike to emphasÎie our
support and encourage you to contact any or all of us for further comment. Thank you for your time
and consideration.

ã¡
Paul Donohue

(415)487-9392
IlJ1.Q!!9D.Ue n@.gmajJ..cp..!
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July 1 I, 2010

San Francisco Plannin~ Commission
1650 Mission Street 4t Floor
San Francisco, CA 94103
f\ \T"-' '. I's Vi \' G L( '(

Re: i 3 i Bay Street
Conditional Use Appllcation Case No: 20 i 0.0 135C

Dear President and Planning Commission:

My name is-- 11\ ti 11 NI

1 have lived at-=;; ~\\\)wQ'i ",Ttr4-

for the past - e 4i? C; .

( am writin this letter in support of the conditional use
application to legalize the opcration of thc Rcd Jack Saloon located
at 13 i Bay Street in San Francisco. I believe that thc Rcd Jack is
both cornpatible and desirable for this neighborhood. Most
importantly, the Red Jack has becn an indispensablc part of this
neighborhood and would be sorely missed ifthcy were forced to
close.

Thank you lor your eonsidcration,

\ ---- '-,
Signature:tl__ . ___

Please print name:=I_Q!Llll' DT-



July I 1,2010

San Francisco Planin~ Commission
1650 Mission Street 4' Floor
Sai Francisco, CA 94103
Hit", kt vi M G" y

Re: 13 i Bay Strcet
Conditional Use Application Case No: 20 i 0.0 135C

Dear President and Planning Commission:

My name is Q'. (t, ~'j
I have livcd at '3 '7 ~111 í )1")(1'1 51. ~¿II -" F '1'/ l3J

for the past _~ 7i/far) i
I am writing t is lettcr in support of the conditional use

application to Icgalize the operation otthe Rcd Jack Saloon located
at 13 i Bay Street in San Francisco. 1 believe that the Red Jack is
both compatiblc and desirablc for this neighborhood. Most
importantly, the Red Jack has bccn an indispensablc part of this
neighborhood and would be sorely missed itthey were forced to
close.

Thank you for your consideration,

Signature:C) 1J'~ r.

Please print name: ::b y i I; j +L..-l



Thu. July 8,20101 :18:01 PM
Letter of support
From: Paiil Finoccchiaro

""paiilfno@gmail.com;. _

Add to Contacts
To: RcdJackl3 i@yahoo.com

-------_._._..__..~-----..-._"_.__._----_..__..--_._._.~-_._--
Red Jack Saloon-We like having you guys in the
neighborhood and think you are good neighbors.Good
Luck-Paul & Penny Finocchiaro



July i 1,2010

San Francisco Plannin* Commission
1650 Mission Street 4( Floor
San Francisco, CA 94103

Re: 13 i Bay Street
Conditional Use Application_ÇA,s.c_No: 2010.0135C

Dear Prcsidcnt and Planning Commission:

My name is_fs'\ec.2Q0...':L__~ _
1 havc Iivcd at . '2- Zac~) :l":-;TCJ( I::fr(~~ ';: r .

for the past _,Ld'1L)..
I am writing this lettcr in support of the conditional usc

application to legalize the operation of thc Red Jack Saloon locatcd
at 131 Bay Street in San Francisco. i believe that the Red Jack is
both compatible and dcsirablc for this neighborhood. Most
importantly, the Red Jack has been an indispensablc part of 

this

neighborhood and would be sorely missed itthcy wcrc forccd to
close.

Signature:_ . ~ '-,~?

l'l"oc p,~, ""in; . ....~ ~ Çbo~



July 11,2010

San Francisco Plannning Commission
1650 Mission Strect 4th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94 I 03

Re: i 31 Bay Strcct
Conditional Use Application Casc No:

Dear Prcsidcnt and Planning Commi~~

Mynamcis ~gÐ~__~.
i havc livcd atJ;?/~Ç;L.stf/\-ST_J~£C¿lZ) ff61
for the past .s,/!'. 9'1/33
i am writing this if, support of the conditional use application to
legalize the opcration of the Red Jack Saloon located at 131 Bay
Street in San Francisco. i believe that the Rcd Jack is compatible
and dcsirable for the neighborhood.

Thank you fo your consideration,

iN r?rSDn Wr--h d1'~lllh.- 5 ClJid

()vr e VJ i CDrv-( ! fui c ôW ~( ~
.øJ e"h fì 0lj' ~ -=r 01 ü nò+

cvnn\L-



July 11,2010

San Francisco Plannin~ Commission
1650 Mission Strcct 4t Floor
San Francisco, CA 94103

Re: 131 Bay Street

Conditional Use Application Case No: 2010.0135C

Dear President and Planning Commission:

My name is _~b£:-____Ç~,,~'1~"5~___. .__._._.._..._'
i have lived at _ izCra J1""U",-,__
for the past _h~,___._'

I am writing this lettcr in support olthe conditional use
application to legalize the opcration of the Rcd Jack Saloon located
at i 3 i Bay Street in San Francisco. I believe that (he Red Jack is
both compatible and desirable for this neighborhood. Most
importantly, the Red Jack has becn an indispensable par ofthis

neighborhood and would bc sorely missed ifthcy wcre forccd (0
closc.

Thank you for your consideration,

Signature: //~~
Please print namc:B, c"''è\ L___~ldì



July 11, 20 i 0

San Francisco Plannning Commission
1650 Mission Street 4th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94103

Re: 131 Bay Street

Conditional Use Application Case No:

Dear President ~nd Planning ~ .

My name IS ~~_~.
i have lived at... ;; ,z?2_ S7kzY5'_~/'(JS 5F61t'or the past..X.M' 9'1/3)
i am writing this ií1 support of the conditional use application to
legalize thc operation of the Red Jack Saloon located at 131 Bay
Street in San Francisco. I believe that the Red Jack is compatible
and desirable t'or the neighborhood.

Thank you 1'0 your consideration,

?l le r5 D-n L-f-l di ~l I I h .. S o-rtd
W i Cbrv£- ! ~/ c t5 ~I c

-eJ~h fhfVjYè I oIünò+

~
-- -;L ilwl

,

cVnvW..'"

(Jve evi;~ s

evt -h L~A d0G~

At cùn D I . e5



July I i, 20 I 0

San Francisco Planninr, Commission
1650 Mission Street 4" Floor
San Francisco, CA 94103

Re: 131 Bay Street

Conditional Use Application Case No: 20 I O.Ol)~Ç

Dear President and Planning Commission:

My narne is C\A1ìi-eS 1:6lGS'2=f
I have livcd at ~l\ fjkJ;.rcw~4fO
for the past I;2-IJ~'

I am writing this letter in support otthe conditional usc
application to legalize the opcration otthc Rcd Jack Saloon located
at i 31 Bay Street in San francisco. i bclieve that the Red Jack is
both compatible and dcsirable for this neighborhood. Most
importantly, the Rcd Jack has bccn an indispcnsable part of this
neighborhood and would bc sorely missed if 

they were forced to

close.

Signature:

our consideration,~~Thank you for

Please print name:Q~§.C.1v8-6
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Owner Mark Fus;a and the whole gang at
Red Jack Saloon, the "Cheers" of North
Beach. -Jay Gallagher

est
Neighborhood Bar

When it comes to bars every-
one's always In search of that elusive
"Cheers" kind of place, where "every-
body knows your name." We think the
Red Jack Saloon is about as close as you
can get to that in real life. Friendly
owner, great bartenders with personality,
loyal regulars, good jukebox and a first
placing dart team-what more could you
want?
Red Jack Saloon, i 3 I Bay Street, 989-0700



that behind him now because he doesn't have .
to impress the tourists anymorei but if you
watch closely you wii see an occasional bot-

tle flp or a
swirl in the

vodka as he

pours.
Although

Nick enjoys
serving
up shots
of Fernet

Branca and

beers to the
late night

restaurant
industry
crowd, he

is most
known for his signature drink '-- the
Raspberry Kamikaze, This variation of
the traditional kamikaze incorporates
raspberry vodka, triple sec and lime.
You can often see him making large
batches for customers who want to
buy a round due to U1e easy drinkabil-
ity of the shot. Caution must be taken
when consuming this conçoction, The

ease of which it goes down might have you
faling off your stool. Nick works at The Red
,Jack Saloon, 131 Bay Street, every thursday
and Friday night and is always wiling to chat
with old and new Jrjéhds alike.

..-.... ~~.~."., - Bil Knutson
~~~~~r!-".\ '

At the end of Bay Street, just before you hit
the Embarcadero! and uncomfortably close
to Pier 391 sits a little bar called The Red Jack
Saloon. The Red Jack has become a
haven for thè locals and-the staff of many
ofthe nearby restaurants, many of which
cater to the tourist industry. Nick Maxson
was orte such person. He started his
career as a bartenåer at Bubba Gump's,
but would often end his night at The
Red Jack. He soon tired of the glamour
of Bubbals, longing for a bar where he.
had regulars and his friends would feel
comfortable to go. So he left his battery
of blenders and joined the .staff at Red
Jack.

Nick grew

up in Ben ,-
Lomond, a' .;,i~
sm.all town

just outside

.Santa Cruz.

He moved to
San Francisco '
to studY'COlrF

munications' at
San Francisco'. '!l
S tat e
University and is often visited' at the bar .by
his'fraternity brothers -from Pi Kappa Phi.
Nick's bartending' skils were finely honed at
Bubba's where .allbartenders are expected.' i . ~

I ';'.' to pour with a little l1ejr." Nick l1a~ left.rhost of~ , "1.\ '\ '." "" .'
, ./Ì !O ...'" . ,.."L ." ,.. . ~ .1\,) . . :.~.:Ø . ~\ \'5,lft!f ~...ò "~' (lv'J .. I),t ¡~-~ 1I ,~,l'; !o" _r.,
t - r. ~;". .'~..i "'.. v, .'" \.(~ J.. 'il.ll ..' ,.'of, ,- f. ~ ~- 0 'J" '" ..".,-~ .:"",
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A.BI \VEEKS & LA URIE (~APLAN
The Red Jack Saloon

Sometimes you need a friend, and sometimes
you need a drink. When the time comes for both,
head to the Red Jack Saloon. If bartenders Abj
Weeks and Laurie Caplan don't know you when
you enter their bar, the chances are strong that they
will before you leave. Both women refer to their
patrons as friends and family, and indeed the Reel

Jack's customers are ooth.
"\Then asked how such a comfortable environ-

ment is maintained, Lauric simply states, "1 think
of this place as horne." After one year behind the
bar, Laurie lmows t"ie neighborhood faces well, and
likes to keep them happy-frequent b,ir-sponsored
parties arc a result. Abi has tenured over two years
at the Red Jack. A~ to what her p:1trons thinkofthe
bar, Abi says, "This is their living room."
Powerful Bloody Marys and martinis, each Red

Jack specialties, are trademarks of both women. It's
clear that Abi and Laurie love their work :1lc1 want

the people they serve to enjoy thel1se!v(;s and come
back-and people do.

-Charles Frohman
The Red JflC/' Saloon, 131 ßii)' Street, 9S9-0700.

9

.----- -------------------..-
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