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DATE: May 7, 2013 

TO: Historic Preservation Commission 

FROM: Susan Parks, Preservation Planner, (415) 575-9101 

RE:   Update on Historic Preservation Program Website 
 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has requested and update on the status of the 
Historic Preservation Program’s revised website, which has been funded by a grant from 
Preserve America. 
 
The Department recently begun to reorganize and reformat the current Historic Preservation 
Program website. The proposed changes to the website are intended to reflect departmental and 
policy changes, such as the formation of the HPC and amendments to Articles 10 & 11 of the 
Planning Code; promote available financial incentives as tools to encourage preservation; provide 
the public with improved digital access to information and departmental processes in a clear, 
logical and easy-to-understand format; and create opportunities for interactions that will engage 
community members and the public regarding historic preservation within their neighborhoods 
and across San Francisco.. 
 
The website is currently under construction and cannot be accessed by the public at this time.   
The attached packet (and the presentation to the commission) is a static representation of the 
website pages that have been compiled in relation to the organizational chart found on page 3 of 
the packet. The Historic Preservation Program homepage will provide an overview of the 
program and its objectives, pose questions that provide opportunities for discussions and contact 
with staff, links back to the larger Planning Department website and links forward to one of six 
preservation sections. The attached website pages and sub-pages have been color coded to 
coordinate with that section of the organizational chart.  
 
The website is currently in draft form and the Department welcomes suggestions regarding the 
content, organization and layout of the website. The presentation at the hearing will address the 
navigation of the website, page designs that are under construction, alternative outreach and 
community interaction methods, and next steps.  
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I. Update the website to reflect and document changes to the program through 
the creation of the HPC and amendments to Articles 10 & 11. 

II. Promote incentives as tools to encourage preservation. 

III. Provide better access to information and processes in a logical, easy-to-
understand format.  

a. Landmarks Designation information 

b. Entitlements Processes 

IV.    Create opportunities to engage communities and the public regarding historic 
preservation in their neighborhoods and San Francisco. 

 

 

OBJECTIVES 
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Historic Preservation Program   
**announcements** 

• About us 
• Staff 
• Survey Program 
• Landmarks 
• HPC 
• Resources & Orgs 

What’s important to you? 

Lower your taxes? 

Tour a neighborhood 

Landmarks Work 
Program Incentives  

“10 perks” 

HPC Resources & 
Organizations 

Contexts 

Surveys 

Art 10 & 11 
Info / districts pdf 

Current Work 

Recent Designations 

Mills Act 

Rehab Tax 

Schedule 
Resources Orgs. 

Forms 

Contact us! 
preservation
@sfgov.org 

Landmark District Tours 

WEBSITE REORGANIZATION 

About  
Roster /Contact Info 

Easements 

TDR 

CHBC 

Parking Req 

EN specific 

Historic 
Signs 

CUs 

Completed 

List of Links 

Ex.  

Current Work Completed 

List of Links 

St. Frontage 

Bulletins 

etc. 

OHP 

SF Heritage 

NTHP 

etc. 

Ex. Ex. Ex. 

Landmarks Google Map 

Ex. Ex. Ex. 

Plaque Program 

PIM 

Audio  

Motions 

Agendas 
& Minutes 

PIC 

FAQ 

FAQ 

Processes 

Survey 
Program 

Ex.  Ex.  

CEQA CoA 

Ex.  

Current Work 

Ex.  Ex.  

FAQ 

FAQ 
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Financial incentives  
are available for your 
historic home. 

Tour one of San Francisco’s 
historic landmark districts! 
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Historic Preservation benefits us all.  San Francisco’s historic fabric is comprised of 
unique architecture and beautiful landscapes that provide a tangible glimpse into  
our past and an unpatrolled cultural richness. 
 
Architecturally and culturally significant properties and landscapes are an important 
part of city-wide and neighborhood-scale planning . The preservation, maintenance, 
and re-use of aging buildings is an inherently “green” building strategy that allows 
property owners to save money, materials, energy, and time. In so doing, 
preservation reinforces our connection to our past, while ensuring a sustainable 
future. 
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The Historic Preservation Team 

The Planning Department’s Historic Preservation Program is proud to play a vital role 
in the ongoing economic, environmental, and cultural development of the City of San 
Francisco. 

The preservation team collaborates with city departments, property owners and the general public to 
promote the preservation of city resources through public outreach, financial incentive programs and with 
technical assistance at the Public Information Counter. 
 
As staff to the Historic Preservation Commission, the team’s Preservation Planners conduct historic and 
cultural resource surveys and prepare landmark designation reports; while Preservation Technical 
Specialists, representing quadrants of the city, conduct environmental reviews for CEQA purposes and 
review permits for Article 10 Landmarks and Landmark Districts and Article 11 Conservation Districts. 
 
As a Certified Local Government, the Planning Department demonstrates its commitment to meeting the 
standards set forth by the California Office of Historic Preservation. 
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Financial incentives  
are available for your 
historic home. 

Tour one of San Francisco’s 
historic landmark districts! 
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Historic Preservation benefits us all.  San Francisco’s historic fabric is comprised of 
unique architecture and beautiful landscapes that provide a tangible glimpse into  
our past and an unpatrolled cultural richness. 
 
Architecturally and culturally significant properties and landscapes are an important 
part of city-wide and neighborhood-scale planning . The preservation, maintenance, 
and re-use of aging buildings is an inherently “green” building strategy that allows 
property owners to save money, materials, energy, and time. In so doing, 
preservation reinforces our connection to our past, while ensuring a sustainable 
future.  

Planning Department 
related links 

Historic Preservation 
related links  
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Financial incentives  
are available for your 
historic home. 

Tour one of San Francisco’s 
historic landmark districts! 
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Historic Preservation benefits us all.  San Francisco’s historic fabric is comprised of 
unique architecture and beautiful landscapes that provide a tangible glimpse into  
our past and an unpatrolled cultural richness. 
 
Architecturally and culturally significant properties and landscapes are an important 
part of city-wide and neighborhood-scale planning . The preservation, maintenance, 
and re-use of aging buildings is an inherently “green” building strategy that allows 
property owners to save money, materials, energy, and time. In so doing, 
preservation reinforces our connection to our past, while ensuring a sustainable 
future.  
 

Link to Landmarks Google Map 

Link to Incentives 

Links to email us at 
preservation@sfgov.org 

Current event, 
workshop, clinic 

Link to District Walking Tours 
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The Historic Preservation Team 

The Planning Department’s Historic Preservation Program is proud to play a vital role 
in the ongoing economic, environmental, and cultural development of the City of San 
Francisco. 

The preservation team collaborates with city departments, property owners and the general public to 
promote the preservation of city resources through public outreach, financial incentive programs and with 
technical assistance at the Public Information Center. 
 
As staff to the Historic Preservation Commission, the team’s Preservation Planners conduct historic and 
cultural resource surveys and prepare landmark designation reports; while Preservation Technical 
Specialists, representing quadrants of the city, conduct environmental reviews for CEQA purposes and 
review permits for Article 10 Landmarks and Landmark Districts and Article 11 Conservation Districts. 
 
As a Certified Local Government, the Planning Department demonstrates its commitment to meeting the 
standards set forth by the California Office of Historic Preservation. 

Link to PIC 

Link to CEQA  

Link to Survey 
Program 

Link to Landmarks 
Work Program 

Link to HPC 
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The Planning Department’s Historic Preservation Program is proud to play a vital role 
in the ongoing economic, environmental, and cultural development of the City of San 
Francisco. 

Financial incentives  
are available for your 
historic home. 

Tour one of San Francisco’s 
historic landmark districts! 

Entitlements & Processes 
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Certificate of Appropriateness 
     CofA info 
     CofA Process Chart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minor Permit to Alter 
      Minor Permit to Alter Info 
      Process chart 
 
Conditional Use 
     CU Info 
     Process Chart  
 
CEQA 
      New CEQA Materials (In progress) 
      HRE Information (In Progress) 
      HRE Process Chart  
 
Landmarks Designation 
     Info 
     Process Chart 
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The Planning Department’s Historic Preservation Program is proud to play a vital role 
in the ongoing economic, environmental, and cultural development of the City of San 
Francisco. 
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The HPC recommends buildings and places that are important San Francisco's architectural and cultural 
heritage for landmark designation to the Board of Supervisors. With approval from the Board, the HPC 
regulates the permit review and entitlement processes of these resources. This, in turn, protects our 
heritage and ensures that preservation is used to promote growth, revitalization, and an appreciation 
for our diverse neighborhoods. 
 
In 2008, with the adoption of Proposition J, the City Charter was amended to establish the Historic 
Preservation Commission and dissolve the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board (LPAB). From 1967-
2008, the LPAB was a nine-member body appointed by the Mayor to serve as an advisory board to the 
Planning Commission and Planning Department.  
 
The Architectural Review Committee (ARC) is a three-member sub-committee of the Historic 
Preservation Commission (HPC) that generally meets on the first and third Wednesday of every month, 
or on an as-needed basis when complex design issues require discussion and approval. The ARC 
forwards a copy of its comments and recommendations to the full HPC at a subsequent hearing. 
 
Andrew Wolfram, Chair  
Aaron Hyland  
Jonathan Pearlman  
Karl Hasz (ex-officio)  

About the Commission 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) is a seven-member 
body that advises the Mayor, City Council and City departments 
on San Francisco's historic preservation goals, policies and 
programs. All members are nominated by the Mayor and subject 
to the approval of the Board of Supervisors. 
 
Members are required by the City Charter to fill the following 
seats that represent associated disciplines; Seats 1 & 2: licensed 
architects; Seat 3: architectural historian; Seat 4: historian; Seat 5: 
historic preservation professional or professional in a field such as 
law, land use, community planning or urban design; Seat 6: one of 
the aforementioned professions or an archeologist, engineer or 
conservator; and Seat 7: member at large. 
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The HPC recommends buildings and places that are important San Francisco's architectural and cultural 
heritage for landmark designation to the Board of Supervisors. With approval from the Board, the HPC 
regulates the permit review and entitlement processes of these resources. This, in turn, protects our 
heritage and ensures that preservation is used to promote growth, revitalization, and an appreciation 
for our diverse neighborhoods. 
 
In 2008, with the adoption of Proposition J, the City Charter was amended to establish the Historic 
Preservation Commission and dissolve the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board (LPAB). From 1967-
2008, the LPAB was a nine-member body appointed by the Mayor to serve as an advisory board to the 
Planning Commission and Planning Department.  
 
The Architectural Review Committee (ARC) is a three-member sub-committee of the Historic 
Preservation Commission (HPC) that generally meets on the first and third Wednesday of every month, 
or on an as-needed basis when complex design issues require discussion and approval. The ARC 
forwards a copy of its comments and recommendations to the full HPC at a subsequent hearing. 
 
Andrew Wolfram, Chair  
Aaron Hyland  
Jonathan Pearlman  
Karl Hasz (ex-officio)  

About the Commission 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) is a seven-member 
body that advises the Mayor, City Council and City departments 
on San Francisco's historic preservation goals, policies and 
programs. All members are nominated by the Mayor and subject 
to the approval of the Board of Supervisors. 
 
Members are required by the City Charter to fill the following 
seats that represent associated disciplines; Seats 1 & 2: licensed 
architects; Seat 3: architectural historian; Seat 4: historian; Seat 5: 
historic preservation professional or professional in a field such as 
law, land use, community planning or urban design; Seat 6: one of 
the aforementioned professions or an archeologist, engineer or 
conservator; and Seat 7: member at large. 

Link to hearing schedule 

Link to audio recordings 
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Seat: 
NAME 
Commissioner 

Seat: 
NAME 
Commissioner 

Seat: 
NAME 
Commissioner 

Seat: 
NAME 
Commissioner 

Seat: 
NAME 
Commissioner 

Seat: 
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Commissioner 

Seat: 
NAME 
Commissioner 

(Contact info) 

(Contact info) 

(Contact info) 

(Contact info) 

(Contact info) 

(Contact info) 

(Contact info) 

(Contact info) 
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LANDMARKS 

LANDMARK DISTRICTS 

Take a walking tour of 
San Francisco’s 
Landmark Districts. 

View our interactive 
Google Map of San 
Francisco’s Landmarks. 

Landmark Designation Work Program Our Current and Recent Landmarks Designations include a variety 
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LANDMARKS 

LANDMARK DISTRICTS 

Take a walking tour of 
San Francisco’s 
Landmark Districts. 

View our interactive 
Google Map of San 
Francisco’s Landmarks. 

Landmark Designation Work Program Our Current and Recent Landmarks Designations include a variety 

Link to current work Link to Landmarks Google Map 

Link to District Walking Tours 
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The Planning Department is currently evaluating, documenting and researching a 
number of individual properties and several historic districts for landmark 
designation. Our efforts are funded in part by a grant from Preserve America.  

For more information on the landmark designation process, refer to our 
Entitlements & Processes page.  The process includes hearings before the 
Historic Preservation Commission, the Planning Commission and the Board of 
Supervisors – opportunities for public comment are available at all hearings. 

To receive advance notice for meetings and events related to Landmarks 
Designation, please subscribe to our Upcoming Events RRS feed. 

To learn more about our existing or proposed Landmarks or Landmark Districts, 
contact Preservation Planner Mary Brown at (415) 575-9074 or 
mary.brown@sfgov.org. 

Current Research Work 

Recent Designations 

Work Program 

 

 

Link to Entitlements & Processes 
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Search by Address 
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Landmark District Tour Guides 
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Link to completed surveys 

Link to email us 

Links to current and recently 
completed surveys 27 
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Links to each incentive 
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Contact us. 
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PROGRESS REPORT 
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I.  Promote incentives   

• Completed: Content promotes available incentives, provides information, time lines, 
and staff contact information. 

II. Reflect Department changes 

• In Progress: Content incorporates changes and provides information. 

III. Improve access to information 

• In Progress: Creating additional  handouts and materials that will be uploaded to 
website and developing alternative formats and links for content management. 

IV. Engage the public 
• In Progress: Exploring alternative methods (historypin, myhistoryla.org, wiki) that 

will allow for more direct interactions and public conversations. 
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