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PUBLIC PARKLET

ALL SEATING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

1398 Haight St. Parklet oto taken by Robin Abad, 2013)
-

Pavement to Parks - Overview
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These temporary spaces are typically outfitted with amenities that enhance the
quality of public life, such as tables, seating, landscaping, bicycle parking, and
public art. Simultaneously, these spaces cut down on the amount of pavement
that remains unused or taken up by cars for a majority of the day.
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Pavement to Parks - Overview
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1136 & 1132 Valencia St. Parklet (photo taken by Kay Cheng, 2012)

Project Scope
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Project Scope

Project Scope

Conduct public life survey research on:
20 out of 48 parklets installed

3 parklets permitted / designing

2 plazas

Intern Scope of Work

Provide training to volunteers interested in
collecting data on Pavement to Parks
projects

Collect data at study sites and track
overall data collection process

Analyze findings on public survey data in
a final report for Pavement to Parks
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Project Scope

Summer 2014 Study Sites

1331 9t Avenue, hosted by Arizmendi Bakery

1122 Folsom Street, hosted by Brainwash*

200 Clement Street, hosted by Cumaica*

236-242 Townsend Street, hosted by D’Urso Delicatessen
3876 Noriega Street, hosted by Devil’s Teeth Baking

4754 Mission Street, hosted by Excelsior Action Group*

1315 18t Street, hosted by Farley’s*

375 Valencia Street, hosted by Four Barrel Coffee*

914 Valencia Street, hosted by Freewheel Bike Shop*

1530 Haight Street, hosted by Haight Street Market

1570 Stockton Street, hosted by International School of Pizza*
732 22 Street, hosted by Just For You Café

639 Divisadero Street, hosted by Mojo Bicycle Café*

Polk Street, hosted by Quetzal Café

2198 Filbert Street, hosted by Rapha Cycle Club

903 Cortland Avenue, hosted Sandbox Bakery*

3434 Balboa Street, hosted by Simple Pleasures Café*

2410 California Street, hosted by Siol Design / Zinc Details
1730 Yosemite Avenue, hosted by Trouble Coffee Co. (Yosemite)*
4033 Judah Street, hosted by Trouble Coffee Co. (Judah)

436 Balboa Street, hosted by Cinderella Bakery
1901 Ocean Avenue, hosted by Out of Site Youth Arts Center
1772 Taraval Street, hosted by Rolling Out Bakery

Jane Warner Plaza on 17t Street & Market Street
Mechanics Monument Plaza on Battery Street & Market Street
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Mechanics Monument Plaza Jane Warner Plaza
Financial District Upper Market/Castro
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Weekday Total Pedestrian Volumes - All Study Parklets
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Parklet Finding #1: Parklets were observed as generally having a higher number of
activities than on the surrounding sidewalks, as well as having a similar mix of
activities as the sidewalk. The most notable difference in activities between the two

is higher instances of eating/drinking in the parklet.

Weekday Activities in Parklet vs. Sidewalk Weekend Activities in Parklet vs. Sidewalk

100
50

0
Parklet Sidewalk Parklet Sidewalk Parklet Sidewalk Parklet Sidewalk
(12-1 pm)(12-1 pm) (1-2 pm) (1-2 pm) (56 pm) (5-6 pm) (6-F pm] [6-F pm) Parklet (12-1 pm) Sidewalk (12-1 pm) Parklet (1-2 pm) Sidewalk [1-2 pm)

M People-Watching M Electronic Device

B Eating/Drinking M Sodial ¥ People-Watching ® Electronic Device B Eating/Drinking ¥ Sodial
B Cultural B Commerdal Other

B Cultural B Commerdial Other

Parklets are providing a space for diverse activities. While many parklets are
sponsored by eateries and thus may account for higher instances of eating/drinking,
activities not necessarily associated with eating/drinking were still well-represented.

. . PAVEMENT
Findings - Parklets oA
Justin Panganiban, SF Planning Department (August 2014)



Parklet Finding #2: There is a weak relationship between sidewalk pedestrian
volumes and parklet use, particularly on weekdays where more data was collected.

Weekday Pedestrian Volumes vs. Parklet Users Weekend Pedestrian Volumes vs. Parklet Users
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Parklets are well-used and occupied even when numbers of people walking through
the neighborhood are relatively low. Thus, there may be other factors on the
surrounding block that are affecting parklet use, such as land use
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Parklet Finding #3: Around 90% of respondents spent money while using parklets.
However, a majority of spending is minimal and tied to both commercial and non-
commercial reasons, although dining is the most commonly cited.

Spending at Parklet Reason for Visit by Spending

1%
B Shopping

m§0 HErrand

510 or less ¥ Passing Through
B £10to $20 H Live Nearby
m$20to $40 % ®'Work Nearby
B $40 to $60 ! B Entertainment

® $60 or more B Meet Friends

H Dining

50 $10or $10tc $20tc $40to $60 or
less $20 $40 560 more

Parklets appear to support local businesses, but not necessarily in a way that makes
these spaces inaccessible for those who aren’t spending money. People still visit
parklets for reasons related to its proximity and opportunities for socializing
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Parklet Finding #4: Parklets are being accessed predominantly by non-motorized
and public transit, regardless of travel time

Travel Mode to Parklet Travel Time to Parklet by Mode

% Non-Motorized/Public Transit vs. % Motorized

3

® Foot = Other
HBike mCar
B Carshare
B Taxi
¥ Transit
H Bike

B Foot

B Transit

B Taxi

B Carshare
uCar

B Other

=5 Minutes 5-10 Minutes  10-30 Minutes =30 Minutes

Parklets are supporting public life in a way that allows alternative travel modes to be
a more desirable way of accessing nearby amenities and services.
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Parklet Finding #5: People are generally satisfied with the physical infrastructure
and social opportunities within parklets.

Cleanliness
5

Categories

Cleanliness 4.26

Ease of Socializing Maintenance 4.36
with Others They Don't «

_, Maintenance
Know /

Safety from Vehicles 4.39
Weather Protection 2.89

Ease of Socializing 4.01

Unsatisfied

Protection from\/ 1 2 3

Weather

““‘Scfety from Vehicles

It appears that many parklet sponsors are playing a key role in keeping these
spaces safe, active, and clean. Parklets are also promoting a high level of
neighborhood interaction based on people’s satisfaction with socializing with others.
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Parklet Finding #6: Survey sample demographics did not correspond with the
demographics of residents who live within a 5-minute walkshed of a parklet.

Age Demographics Amongst Datasets

m &5+ [-5%)

m45.64 [-2%)

W 2544 (+14%)

= 18-24 (+1%)

17 and Under (-8%) Citywide and 5-minute
walkshed data

Citywide 5-Minute Public Life provided by Gene Stroman
Demographics ‘Walkshed Survey

Race Demographics Amongst Datasets Ethnicity Demographics Amongst Datasets

= Other Race (N/A)

B Native Hawaiian / Other
Pacific Islander (+2%)

. ¥ Non-Hispanic or Lating
B Asian [-14%%) % [+4%)

) B Hispanic or Latino [-4%%)
® American Indian / Alaskan
Native (+1%%)

® Black (-5%)

Citywide 5-Minute Public Life B White (+17%) Citywide 5-Minute Public Life
Demographics  Walkshed Survey Demographics  Wallshed Survey

There were several limitations to using intercept surveys to understand parklet
demographics, including self-selection survey bias and an inability to administer
surveys to those 17 and under, resulting in their lack of representation in the sample.
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Findings - Plazas

Plaza Finding #1: Similar to what was found in the parklet study, pedestrian
volumes on sidewalk did not correspond with plaza occupancy.

Mechanics Monument Plaza Pedesirian Volumes
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*no data was collected on weekend evenings (5-7 pm)
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Plaza Finding #1: Similar to what was found in the parklet study, pedestrian
volumes on sidewalk did not correspond with plaza occupancy.
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z Jane Warner PIaZ Pedestrian Volumes

e K 4 Jane Warner Plaza

B Weekday
Weekend

Posturesin Jane Warner Plaza

m Standing  m Sitting - Formal ~ m Sitting - Improvised  m Lying

Weekday Weekend Weekday Weekend Weekday Weekday
(12-1 pm)  (12-1 pm) (1-2pm) (1-2 pm) (5-6 pm)* (6-7 pm)*

*no data was collected on weekend evenings (5-7 pm)
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Plaza Finding #2: Primary uses within a plaza can be linked to local land uses and
the different types of users who are near the plaza

Source: Flickr

Financial District Castro / Upper Market
Mechanics Monument Plaza Jane Warner Plaza
. . NI PARKS |
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Plaza Finding #3: The carrying capacity and use of plazas is connected to the
availability of street furnishings. Even though Jane Warner Plaza and Mechanics
Monument Plaza experienced different pedestrian volumes on the sidewalk, they
shared similar levels of activity in the plaza when furnishings were present.

ro s oy T SR g N : ST A S0 Tl AT W= & S T TR B« o 1
- TP T S e : o B - : 2 . > e YN T Th - " <
- ‘;’ “; e e Lo = R 3 = - e v Al | g o Wl e )
d R ekt L - L ; ST GRS 2 - Al Micene a6 s .
ks <4 i e SRy o3 R : AN W ,‘ e Bt Tip . \f, . b b
S 3 ¥ : el R e P Y
3 STl | R 53\'1:”{ SR

Movable Tables and Chairs No Furnishings
(Recently Removed) (Weekday Afternoons) (Weekday Evenings & Weekends)

Weekday Afternoon Adivities Weekday Evening Activities
Mechanics Monument Plaza Mechanics Monument Plaza

Other Other
u Commercial W Commercial
¥ Cultural = Cultural
M Electronic Device M Electronic Device
" People-Watching " People-Watching
M Social : M Social

® Eating /Drinking M Eating/Drinking
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Plaza Finding #3: The carrying capacity and use of plazas is connected to the
availability of street furnishings. Even though Jane Warner Plaza and Mechanics
Monument Plaza experienced different pedestrian volumes on the sidewalk, they
shared similar levels of activity in the plaza when furnishings were present.

: ® W '? A = -;——
VA ' WL = X
> Naih <R [ s o —4
r Iy i '," | ' i — e
[ AR S f AR 2l w Nt g
£ =l - - vt - Y - -~ . o
A > o 1 W bo ' K N | o 54l \\
= / a7 W =T B AN » ""__
/> T e O a  — ~ — = e— ™ A - g
- — -
Zah i _-_Q
i b= ’ -y

Movable Tables and Chairs
(Weekdays and Weekends)

Weekday Afternoon Activities Weekday Evening Activities
Jane Warner Plaza Jane Warner Plaza

Other Other

M Commercial W Commercial

M Cultural M Cultural

M Electronic Device M Electronic Device

" People-Watching " People-Watching
M Social M Social

¥ Eafing/Drinking ¥ Eafing/Drinking
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Plaza Finding #4: Similar to what was observed between parklets and sponsoring
organizations, local stewardship from CBDs play a key role in how people perceive

and use plazas.

Cleanliness
5 o

Ease of Socializing ,
with Others They Don't

> Maintenance
Know

Protection from'”
Weather

“ISafeTy from Vehicles

m Both 0O Jane Warner Plaza O Mechanics Monument Plaza

Findings - Plazas
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CASTRO / UPPER MARKET
COMMUNITY BENEFIT DISTRICT

8,

Source: castrocbd.org

Categories Plaza Parklet
Mean Mean

Cleanliness 4.26

Maintenance 4.36
Safety 4.39
Socialization 4.01

Unsatisfied

1 2 3

4 5
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total responses =91
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Other Findings

Cognitive Mapping

Administered after the intercept survey, this
exercise gives respondents an opportunity to
reflect on public space distribution throughout
the City. Respondents were given a map of
neighborhood names and streets in San
Francisco and were asked to draw bubbles
around areas where they would like to see
more small open spaces similar to a parklet.

Areas with High Response Rate

South of Market

* Financial District

* Mission

» Castro/Upper Market

* Inner Richmond

Survey instrument developed by Adrienne Aquino.
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236 Townsend St. Parklet (Photo taken by Kay Cheng, 2012)

Findings and Program Goals e

Justin Panganiban, SF Planning Department (August 2014)




/

236 Townsend St. Parklet (Photo taken by Kay Cheng, 2012)
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