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MOVEMENT | BREAKDOWN OF SPACE CONCEPTUAL DESIGN ELEMENTS

The first step in analyzing a space is to see how people are moving through and using the space. Below you will see how 
people are moving through the space and how spaces may be broken down to facilitate different types of seating/waiting 
and spaces for gathering/activation.

These design elements showcase what could happen on the Bart plazas and on its sidewalk edge. By providing different 
types of seating and activation opportunities, you are able to accommodate a wider range of users. Keeping certain areas 
clear and open provide visibility and increase safety in areas that are blocked off or not very visible. Below you will find 
examples of what these elements might look like.

16TH BART PLAZA ACTIVATION

16TH STREET BART PLAZA
The two Bart plazas located at 16th street are hubs of activity, serving both transit and residents. Waiting for transit is its primary function, but it also 
serves as city gateway, back yard, open space, and general hang out space. Redesigned in the early 2000’s, the plaza functions to accommodate 
many users, however a perceived lack of cleanliness, safety, and activation prevent the plaza from being used to its full potential. Four working groups 
held in the summer helped to inform challenges and opportunities for 16th street Bart plazas.
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LED INTERACTIVE TRANSIT INFO DECORATIVE INTERSECTION TREATMENT

16TH BART Plaza needs transit amenities 
that allow for better circulation and adapt to 
the needs of its users. The majority of users 
remain standing until transit arrives. 
Eliminating bus shelters and replacing them 
with leaning bars will better accommodate 
the needs of the users and will allow for 
greater circulation space.

Active seating is proposed to accommodate 
both transit users who prefer to sit facing 
outward and users who prefer to sit facing 
the plaza; people watching, lingering, 
waiting, or in conversation with other users. 
This second tier of seating will be low 
maintenance, visually interesting and provide 
lighting at night.

Informal, passive seating in the form of steps 
encourages a more active flow of users 
and allows them to customize their seating 
experience. Located at the core of the plaza, 
these informal seats provide a look out onto 
the plaza. The success of which is already 
apparent in the southwest plaza.

Services to visitors and residents of the 
Mission is an important function that 
should be integrated into the plazas. 
Kiosks and vending not only provide 
transit, neighborhood, and social service 
information and services for locals and 
visitors, but they’re also a way to have eyes 
on the street and create a safer environment 
for the users of the plaza. 

Canopies that are architectural and light 
could vertically anchor the plaza. They 
would aid in creating a more comfortable 
environment for users, providing shelter 
against sun and wind. This would mitigate 
the possible removal of traditional transit 
shelters, providing greater interest and 
flexibility of the space.

By embedding transit information into 
the plaza’s paving, vertical obstacles are 
eliminated, allowing better pedestrian 
circulation. These LEDs can also provide 
floor lighting and indicate (by flashing in 
red) when transit is approaching, bringing 
an artistic element to traditional transit 
information.

The 16th intersection is important and a safety 
concerns in terms of pedestrians, bicyclists 
and transit. Creating a decorative intersection 
treatment can help highlight the pedestrian 
as a priority while adding to the vitality of the 
intersection through color and pattern. This 
intersection may also provide a pedestrian 
‘scramble’ to increase safety while crossing.
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